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Pfofmsot Robertsons Ic*cas of Iniproving Gountry Schools.

T HE following extract appeared in the Montreal Weekly Witness'
of the 26th of Novetubler. i901, and ini connection with the sug-

gestions inade 1)%, judge Warbuirtorn in lis recent series of articles ini
this ia.gazine, we thinik Professor Robe-tson's ideas are well worth
sittdy on the part of our readiersý

.1Prof. Robertson, the Dominion Dairv Colis sioner, is greatly
iaterestedl ini promnotingç wliat lie believes will lie a gatimprovemnent
in the class of edlucationi to bue given to dhildrenl attending rural
s;chools. The ides is to give thein ani education not mierely froin
books, but tu show theiii front thie actual work of nature the causes
and resit so that tliey iay 'gct a thorougli grouinding in a mnatter
that in after life will lie of patclwbenefit.

-The ides is this,,' said Prof. Robiertson to an interviewer, 'at
each of the rural scliools there should( lie a garden ini coîluection with
it. They çould lesrni for tlxemiselves the varlous requiremients of
Plants and ,oil, anid wold lie trained to forni a habit of exatnining for
theiuiselves. Iii Erngland the iinprovernent of rural schools lias mnade
,a miarked iniiprovemenit il, the practical education of the chuldren.
There a garden attadlied to the schools is part of the training. Before
leavinig shosthe pup)ils hiave been iuade compete tfollov! up
rural pursuits suiIcessfullv Couxpetent teacherstandu agricul-
tural colleges shiouldI lie aedto the teadliing staff to help out this
uiethod of euain

1 hope ere l-ng to see a large nuniber of rural scîxools, each with
a1 gardenI, attachied tu train children into a knowledge of plant Mie snd
a o-ve of mlaniaglng plant life. At first that miîglt lie begun liy haNingai contipx-ett iIntînerant instructor to visit ten schools, giving haîf a
day's tinteu to eadh. A further need of Canada wliere teachers are
actually enIgïgedý in teachîng a rural scliool is a place wliere they
van be fitted for this work to give the lietter cîsass of education. Short
courses îin inrstruction are provided in Gerznany, and in a few places iu
Englanld. Such would lie the niost valualile help wliich educ-ation in
rural schools could have. Luter on agricultural colleges would be the
very greatest inefit for teachers in rural ac-hools."

For the information of rrnany people who, have applied for a cous-
plete series of the articles written by Judge Wýarhurto.n on Our SchocîI


