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MODERN LANGUAGE CLUB.

AWell.attended meeting of the Society was held on Monday
2,fternoon, in Moss Hall, the President, Mr. T. A. Rowan, in the
chlair. The work was carried on entirely in French. Essays were
lead on the Life and Chief Works of Dumas Pere.

Mn, A. H. Young gave a good es say on the life and influence of
nomas, while Mr. J. E. Jones read an excellent paper on Monte

Christo. Great progress in the method of reading the essays bas
bena marked feature in the programmes during the year. Mr.

JOfles then led the Society in singing some French songs, ater

W'hich a very successful practice in conversation was carried on,
M4r. Squair, Mr. Cameron, and Mr. IRouse encouraging. An ex-

Clting meeting is expected next Monday afternoon, when Modern

Lnguage interests in g eneral will be discussed. Subjects bearing

Oni the relation of History, Ethnology, etc., to Modern Languages
w1ill be discussed. Mr. Houston will also introduce the subject in

ils relation to the curriculum.

NATURAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION.

On Tuesday evcning, the society met as usual in the School of
Science, Prof. R. Ramsay Wright, in the chair. Dr. Ellis, Prof.
Chapmian and Prof. Wright, were appointed a committee to exam-
inle the essays sent in for the M cMurrich medal. The programme
was comnmenced by Mr. Clarke, witb an elahorate and interesting
Paper on the Spermatogenesis of the rat. Ater some discussion of
this essay, the President gave a short account of the nature and

Working of the German Universities.

MATHEMATICAL AND PHYSICAL SOCIETY.

The University College Mathematical and Physical Society heîd its
05ual meeting Tuesday evening, Feb. 16, in the Lecture-room, No. 8,
the President, J. M. Clark, M.A., in the chair. Mr. Bowerman
read an able paper on the IlStudy of Physics." Aiter defining the
term, and classifying the different su,) jects that come under the
head 0 f Physical Science, he show ed the benefits derived froin the
trainling received in the pursuit of these studies, their adaptability
tO educate the logical faculties, to culti vate powers of observation,

to Promote executive skill, and to refine the senses of touch, sight

anId heariug, the latter acquired more particularly hy the great

Puinted ouf tnienal experiments in the laboratory. He
POite Ot hegreat number of employments which the recent

i'scoveries and advances in the knowledge of the different de-
PlIrtnients of science and its application in engineering, telegraph-
iflg, telephoning, photographing, electric lighting, etc., have opened

to those only who have acquired a knowledge of these subjects.

After somne discussion on the paper, Mr. W. J. Loudon, B.A.,
Presented a number of experiments in electricity with instruments

rcenfly procured from Paris.
Apaper received from Mr. J. C. Fields, B.A., of Johns Hopkins

University, was laid over untîl the next meeting.

OnMotion of I. E. Martin, seconded by L. H. Bowerman, W.
JLoido>, B.A., P rof. Galbraith and the President were appointed

to act as examniners for the Mathematical and Physical Society

ba.Papers for competition have to be banded to the Secretary
efore the 15th of March.

A PrOlerns were laid over until next meeting.
M.J. C. Stuart will read a paper at the next meeting.

THE NEW PROTESTANTISM,

SEdito>- ol the VARSITY:

ýIR,-WiII you kindly allow me a few words in the grave di5-

cussion whicb, advisedly or not, bas been opened in your coîumns.
The dehate seems to centre round the one question as to the de-

sirability of the systero of denominational colleges as a nieans for

the attîniment of religious truth. It may easily be foreseen that

the discussion will have a tendency to spread over mbt other well-

known filds of religious polemics. But we earnestly hope that,
iirst of ail, tbis important prehiminary question will be thoroughly

argued, and serious, honest endeavour made to arrive at some
agreement.

I shail waste no words in maintaining the aIl-importance to man

of religious knowledge, of baving clear conceptions of duty here

and of the prospects and conditions of life hereafter, and flnally of

attaining to an ever better apprehension of the presence and attri-

butes of bis God. Light, certain light, on these matters is what

we are crying for. Ail tbrougb history and the worîd over we

have the piteous spectacle of warring religions and of blindly

wandering and suffering humanity. Is this to continue ? Are we

adopting the hest means of piutting an end to il ? Physical science

is working bard and witb single eye to make us better acquainted

'witb many duties and their accomplisbment, and with the grandeur

of God and his works. Is reîigious science wvorking thus bard and

single-eyed ? Are the bundreds wbo go forth to instruct us in

religious trutb trained to correct habits of thought, and are the

institutions in wbicb they are trained the hest calcuîated to give

tbem the higbest possible conceptions of religious trutb ? To this

double question the advocates of denomînational religious training

answer yea, and t0 it I beg to answer nay.
From the nature of the case and from the facts of the case it is

not so.
For the attainment of truth two things are necessary-freedom

from prejudice and tbe freest admission to aIl filds of information

and discussion. Are these conditions realized in denominational

colleges ? I confess il seems to me that a Ildenominational col-

lege for the search ater trutb" is a contradiction in ternis far

greater than the Ildidactic poetry" against which DeQuincy in-

veighs. The very termi denomination presumes certain trutb

arrived at and to be maintained ;certain trutb which it is the

peculiar privilege of the institution to possess and to advocate.

We have here a disqualifying prejudice which it is vain to

deny ; and as for opportunities of securing foul information and of

benefltting hy fair discussion, who will pretend that in the diversity

and exclusiveness of denominational colleges any socb prerequisites

for the discovery of trutb are to be found ? Zeal in abondance,
earnest enthusiasm, no douht, and a certain restîess activity within

a îimited spbere-but no tboroughly candid, fearless, soul-earnest

searcb ater truth.
The history of denominational colleges is onsavory and is not

likely to be quoted in defence of their maintenance to-day. Tbe

time is past at Oxford and Cambridge wben admission to the

study of pure mathematics was conditioned by the signing of the

articles. The attempt 10 regolate the acquisition of knowledge in

the physical sciences bas been abandoned, we may assume. But

wby is tbe acquisition of religious trutb still so generaîly restrict-

ed ? In proof tbat these conditions still exist, we bave only to

note the fear of one denomination of anotber.

What Preshyterian would he content to search for religious

trutb in an Episcopalian College ? Wby do tbey thus distrust

eacb other ? When one of your correspondents pleads in behaîf of

one denominational, college, that "lils very îiberality and extent ot

theological area bas been often a subject of reproach by tbose out-

side of ber pale," is be ilot saving bis own denominatioli by a con-

demnation of tbe others ? I tbink we may safely leave 10 the

motual criticism of the colleges themselves the task of exposing

the otter unsatisfactoriness of their methods of inqniry. Toronto

University, with its meeting of the rival colleges, is most excel-

iently situated for sucb a concensus of criticism. And here, let

me say, is the promise of something better. In such mutual

critici5m have wç flot the suggestionI of the ideal institution for re,
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