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vance of the culture of the civilized
world, and when we take into account
the condition of our teclinical schools
as describcd above, we can understand
why it took ovcr 2,000 years from the
univcrsity at Athens to the university
of the present day to do wvhat coinpar-
atively littie civilizing was donc,
and when, as someone remarkcd re-
,ecntly, the growth of civilization in the
last forty years has heen greater than
in the previons 2,000 years, wc can ap-
preciate more complctely the possibil-
ities of engineering education.

A member of the faculty of one of
our universitieÈý was heard to boaet
that bis university was founded on the
univcrsity of Athens. Would wcbe sefar
wrong should we feel that the univer-
sity has net grown mucli abeve its
foundation? Many of our universities
have grown far abovc sucb a founda-

tion, are veritable sky scrapers, but the
student is too apt to find that the cie-
vators are flot running today.

TIow many students start on their
college work who are both mentally
and temperamentally unfit for the
course they arc trying? The writer
has seen numerous cases wlicrc a very
cursory examination would have shown
that the boy could do bctter at almost
anything cisc than what lie was at-
tempting, and. in many cases bas sent
civil engineers into medicine or law, or
mechanical engincers into agriculture
or business, or men 'Who were delving
hard towards the domain of pure sci-
ence into executive work. and had them
corne back afterwards and thank him
from the bottom of their hearts.

How often wc arc attempting to
inake a silk purse out of a sow's car, or
use a razor whcrcwith to open oysters?
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An educational tragcdy was enactcd
in1 Chicago when the first sebool board
of reasonable size was inaugurated
under a weak and scbcming city ad-
ministration. Now New York, about
to inaugurate a board of seven mcm-
bers, bas faflen into the bands of Tamn-
many. The ireny of the situation in
botb cities is not unsirnilar to what
occurred in Des Moines a few years
ago. In that city the flrst city coin-
niissieners elected werc the very lead-
ers of petty polities who bad opposcd
tbe adoption of the commission formi
of government. OnIy a very unintel-
ligent citizen wvould allow himself to
be prejudiced against a smnall board by
what is happening in Chicago and wbat
inay happen in New York. The bcst
plan of organization known cannot
risc far from the level of the officiais
,chesen to mun the machine. It is only
fair to add that friends of Mayor ilylan
asscrt that lie is vigorously champion-
ing a strict divorcing of the board of
education from interference on the
part of the city administration. 0f
course this is a consumination devoutly

to he dcsircd. We shail suspend judg-
ment, hoping to be compelled to apol-
ogize.

Mr. Wirt may no longer be needed,
and Mayor ilylan may change lis mind
wlicn lie really forces the placing of
20,000 childrei', now on, full time un-
der the Gary system, back on part time.
New York simply cannot keep pace
with ber sehool population. Morcover,
Mayor ilylan and his ncw board would
be hlind indecd to ignore the almost
unanimous approbation of the seheol
executives.

One distriet-sehool superintendent of
the Bronx, wvho confesses bis initial
skepticisiii of the systcm, bas today
this comment:

1 bave niow been for more than two
ycars cngagcd in reorganizing seme of
the sebools of my district in accordailce
with the Gary plan, and bere are some
of the resuits 1 note, as shown in a
report of mine wvhich bas just bec"
publishcd by the Board of Educatien:

1. One-haif of my children, 30,000
in number, are in Gary sehools.


