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Cuirent  Topics.

The s Once more the political situation in the
© British
Government, Mother Country has veered somewhat, and

" it is conceded that, in the absence of some
fsff%l.t blunder in tactics, the Rosebery Government is now
! el.}’ to hold out for the session. Perhaps the change is
tll:: ll)ztztllo s'mall' mea.,sure to the ind()mitnl)le'p]u(:k with which
e is being fought by the leaders in the Commons.

O\tvea:rtly l"a.te the Government majority, w'hich l‘eacbed 1ts
. mmey}i(})l’nt o'n the first Lest—vote'of t‘he. session, has 1‘1sc:sn to
abogg 3 1:t1 higher level, 2L1"ld will, it is thou:gllt, 1‘em;'un at
More ¢ 1at level for the session. Whethe‘r this result is due
0 the courage and ability of the Liberal leaders, or to
‘e'opel‘ation of some feeling akin to jealousy or distrust of
O colleagues in the Conservative anks, 1s not easy to de-

terms
my - .
e, The rumour that the Conservatives in the Com-

llfor'n%&;re rather vestive under the self-imposed leadership of
Pl‘o.ne tHLmbe.rlmn has $o much verisimilitude that one is
o 0 behgve that there may be a good deal of ‘truth in
)EI‘lfior;Slp‘ Shou.ld t'he enemy be defeated under. Mr. Cl)an’f—
Neneq iS leadershlp', it would be hard to deny hmT a proni-
il accOI,I the.counmls of the new Government which would
rd with the probable tastes and preferences of the

1 leader of the Tories and his adwirvers. The situa-

Patyiei,
Hlor, on hotly

eve) sides of the House is interesting, and further
(3110 . . .
o Pients will be watched with eager interest, even
0Ny .
Continents and oceans.

Pariia, Whatever else may be said of Sir William

entary - . . .

Closure . Harcourt as a Parliamentarian it cannot he

alleged that he is wanting in courage. He

ay a‘h‘@,‘ d 2 . ° ©

Pose ady vesorted to the practice of closure for the pur-
Q 3 . .

re) bf dlSposmg of the Queen’s speech, and getting at the

1 ‘;Slness of the session. To most observers of a practical

of mind .

nind it seems that the whole procedure of opening

Ament, might advantageously be reformed. The “ Speech

ar)j

from the Throne” meant something at a time when the

monarch spoke his own opinions, and made his own s \
tions; it means nothing now except that the monarch’s
advisers intend to ask Parliament to take up certain lines of
legislavive work. The Speech is a product of that kind of
skill which succeeds in saying nothing while apparently saying
something, and the address in veply to it is intended to be
an echo of it.  If it hecomes anything else that will be the
result of an attempt on the part of some nmember to tack on
statements of which the Goveanment of the day do not
approve, and if they have a majority the attempt must fa}xil.
Tt is not surprising to find a statesman of the stanp of Nir
William Harcourt trying to bring the whole procedure into
contempt by forcing the address through under closure, as
soon as he found that he had a majority on his side.

ugges-

The appointment of so early a day as the
S:hhjor‘;x::’:n. 26th inst., for the hearing of c(?uns.el on
. hehalf of the Roman Catholic minority in
Manitoha, as a sequence of the decision of the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Tmperial Privy Council, would seem to indicate
that the Government intends to lose no time in deciding
upon its policy in regard to that delicate matter. Whether
the decision will first be announced to Parliament assembled
for another session, or will be made an issue in the approach-
ing election, remains to be seen.  In either case the clear
announcement of the Government’s intentions will be a
franker and more courageous course than the further post-
ponement of the matter, for which the temptation must be
considerable. Meanwhile the Manitoba Government has
been even more prompt in declaring its determination to
make no change or modification in its present school system.
As the latter Government will, in all probability, follow its
former course in declining to he represented by counsel
before the Federal Government; it is likely that Mr. Ewart
and his assoeiates, if he has any, will have the field all to
themselves before the Privy Council. It would be useless
to speculate upon the vesult, further than to say that, as it is
almost certain, from various indications, that the Govern.
ment will feel themselves bound to give the reflress which
the higher court has declared due, in some form, and as it is
hardly possible to conceive of a form which such redress
could take which would not be deemed by Manitoba an
infringement upon her rights as a Province whose legislation
in the matter has been declared to be infra vires, a struggle
seems inevitable.  Very much will, of course, depend upon
the attitude of the Liberal Opposition, and this, under the
circumstances, cannot be known or guessed until that of the
Government has been announced.

Since we last commented on the unfortun-
ate state of things at the Provincial Uni-
rsity matters have grown worse instead
of hetter. Professor Dale’s remarkable letter published in
the Globe has led very naturally to the dismissal of that
gentleman from his professorship, and this action, in its turn,
to the adoption of the “strike ” tactics by a very large num-
ber of students. The immediate result is that the work of

The University
Trouble.
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