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It now appears that emancipation je not unlikely to be
followed by the overthrow of the monarchicat institutions
ta which Brazil, alone of the South Arnerioan countries,
atill clings, and the establishiment of a Republic. The
sudden emancipation of the slaves, it is said, did not allow
time for the substitution of voluntary for forced labour in
tbe fields, and a large portion of the crope was in conse-
quence lost. The emancipated negroes will nat work, it is
said, for their former masters, and other labourera are nat
to be had. The landed proprietors are, naturally enougli,
discontented and surly, and the whote country is in a
condition of unreet. This state of affairaelias gained for the
Crown Princese, to whom the abolition af slavery was
largely due, the enmnity of landed propristors and ather
classes af the people, and lias served ta stimulate and
increase the latent Republicaniam of the country. The
general elections were held tent month, and resulted in a
decisive victary for the Liberal or Monarchist party-a
victory due partly ta their progressive programme, and
partly, we are told, ta judicious manipulation ai patronage
and ta an impressive display af mititary force throughout
the campaign. Despits this victary, however, Republican-
isin still lives and grows, and the days ai tbe Empire are
thouglit ta be bound up with those ai Dam Pedrg II., who
can scarcely add many years ta the fiity-eight during whicli
lielbas accupied the throne. A Republic founded by men
appossd ta, or at least not in strang sympathy with, the
abolitionof lavery, anomalaus as it may sem, would not
be witliout historic precedent on this continent.

IF it be true that Mr. Gladstone is about ta farmulate
hie new Home Rule scheme, his manifesta witl be

scanned with intense interest by ail classes ai British sub.
jects. It would be useless ta deny the grave significance
ai the series ai Radical successes in the by-elections
which have taken place during the lent fsw montha.
There is no doubt same ground for Mr. Balfaur's opinion
that these successes indicate a growing tendency, nat
indeed towards socialismn in the political sense ai that
word, but towards democracy. But, ta thase at a distance
at least, it ses more probable that the resuit is mainly
due ta a growing impatience with the everlasting Irishi
Question, and a deaperate resolve ta have the matter
settled in sanie way, and removed out ai the path ta muci.
'needed legislation it lias so long obstruated. Nothing,
the comman people may be supposed ta persuade them-
selves, can be mucli worse than the present situation. It
may be thouglit almost botter te try any experiment,
however hazardaus, which lias in it any chances ai succese,
than ta go on in an endîes round ai indeoisive struggtes in
Parliament and in refractory Ireland. Whule Mr. Bal-
four, witli claracteristic frmes, and tenacity ai purpose,
halde fast, apparently, hie faith in the administrative
poticy ta whicli hie reputatian in pledged, there are not
wantilg indications that other membera ai the Government
may be beginning ta look around for saome place ai com-
promise., Such seem eat least a fair inierence iran' the
hint throwvn out by ons ai them the aLlier day, that there
might be no abjection ta, giving Ireland legilative contrai
ai purely local affaira, if that would satiefy lier aspirations.
Shoutd the reeuittai the electoral struggte ix Brighton
show that the Radical tidle jisetitl riing, i. not unlikely
that Lord Salisbury may lest himself con@trained ta adopt
some new or modified lins ai policy, witli a view ta, avert
a reault whicli would seem etlierwise inevitable.

THE'TUDY 0F ENGLISH LJTERATURE.

TRHERE are iew echotare, even the mont canservative or
reactionary, wlio would wish t go baok éta the aId

methode oi university teaching in whih the Englisi tan-
guage had na place. But there ie a diatinct danger con-
nected with the manner in which thus important work
of the teaching ai Engish-.naw deemed neoemery-is
heing dons; and we have pIssesurs in drawing, attention ta
some timely varnings whioh haye beau, offered by Proies-
mr Cappan, ai Queen'a Univeriity, in a lecture detivered
at the beginning of the academical. year,ý and published in
the Ki ngaton Briét4M Whig, ai October 17.

If the advocatea ai the old order were bigated and
prejudiced against att innovations, it can lisrfly be denied
that many ai the modernootaaaef.aife and con-
ceited, and, moreover, there i. a very great danger that,
under the new system ai neglecting the clusisicf or the
study ai Engtisb,, therewill not, be a g00C1,English sciai-
are as under the aId systeni, in which, aur mather tongue
80emed ta be overlopked., TIi@.M, sound paradoxical,
but webetieve it to baral inadÎ Mti.danger1

principaîty that Proiessor Cappon draws attention in bis
lecture.

Mr. Cappon finds a fasman wortiy ai hie steel in Dr-
E. A.* Freeman, author ai the great work on the Norman
Conquest and Professerorfa Modern History in the Uni-
versity of Oxford. At least, we suppose it i. tues Proies-
soc Freeman that lie means, as we do neot remember a
IlProfessor Fresman, ai Cambridge." But tiers may be
sucli an ans, and thie is a point ai no importance whatevec.
In the matter ai controversy ws are entirely witi Proies-
sor Cappon. WVe agres witi hie opinions, and we highly
commend bis statement and illustration ai tiem.

"lProfesser Ireeman," lie laye, I"thinks that Engliali
litecature should net be taugit at universities at aIl, be-
cause it does nat deal witi facto, but is a matter ai pure
taste and opinion in whicli thers is no agreement ; and
again, because, in his opinion, iticannot be tauglit (especi-
ally because it cannot be ccammed), and, l;stly, because it
cannet be examined upan. These are hie own phrases, as
they appeared in bis own article on the subjeot, as tliey
appeared in the (iontemporary Review, for October, 1887.»

Professar Cappon points out that sucli statements
entirely ignare the practical importance ai Englisi litera-
ture in aur ordinary tifs ; and hie remarks are ai pecutiar
importance in reference ta the state ai thingsesxisting in
thig country. As regarde the condition ai education in
England, Dr. Freeman may be practicalty rigit, althougli
we hold him ta be theoreticatly wrong. Hie argues that
because aur judgmente about literature are very mnuai a
matter af taste, tierefore it is ai no use for ans persan ta
teacli anotier what he is ta hink ai certain writers. But
sureîy this is far irom the truth and canmaon sense ai the
'natter. Lt is not 'nerely maters ai fact Liat we can be
tauglit, and are auglit, it je 'nattera ai taste as well.
Probably tbree persoa out ai four learn wlat they are ta
like or dialike irom the gaod or bad examples ai thos by
whom they are accustomed ta be guided. This je true ai
language and ai literature alike.

Lt is indeed not impossible, or even improba~ble, that
Dr. Freeman may be nearly riglit in his practicat judg-
mente, altliaugli we hotd him ta be in error tleoreticatly.
In Engtand, young men go up ta Oxford and Cambridge
witli a practical knowledge ai Englieli and Englisi litera.
ture whioh cannot be expected ai, and whici is nat pas-
aessied by, the ardinary undergraduate ai aur Canadian
univeceities. Most Englieli university students came irom
educated families. Most ai them are trained at ans or
Otier ai the great public schoole. The practicat knowledge
ai Englisi i. like an instinct ta tbem;, and, altiaugi tliey
are nat beyond the need of guidance and instruction on
the eubject ai Englieli litecature, and Professoahips and
Lectureships are now being founded in bath ai the ancient
univerities for that purpase, still no ans can coneider the
need 8e pressing there as iL is here.

But hawever this nay be, laoking at thinge as they
are amOng, oursetres, we may ses Lie need ai Profeesor
Cappon'a warning in varions waya. In ths firat place, the
aid training in the classics, which coqtituted the liberal
education ai former imes, is now talling into the back.
ground. In thesecond place, aur University education je
targely for 1,the people," and not merely for certain
Ilclasses." Lastly, the attempt te teacli Englieli piilalogy
i. producing a number oi students wlio are becoming
quite cle,-ec At breaking up the language and reducing it
ta itselSements, but wlio bave no skill at al] in putting
iLs parts tagether.

Professer Cappon in by no e nsn an enemy ta the
teaahing oi phijology. Indeed it wautd be impossible for
an intelligent student ai any language ta think ligitty ai
the science whicli explained its origin and development,
in short, its histocy. Wlietlier we cansider Lis language
itaeîf or Lis titerature in whici its progresà isiptayed;
it is quite alear tiat, aur understanding ai bath will greatly
depend upan aur knoWtsedge ai the actual facte ai its
history. But, tie profeser remarke, I"It je a wetl-known
fact tiat the phijloagicat knowledge ai words cantributes
little or flotin, te, the power ai using them. " Lt is not
easy ta exaggerate tie importance ai tuis statement, con-
sidering hOw generally ite truthi je ignaced. And, aiter
att, wliat je language for but for using-ior reading, and
speaking, and writing 1 IL existe that thouglit may exiet
and become precise and exact. lt existe tiat we may
gain a knowledge ai the thouglits ai athers and convey
Our, thQug,«te t thein. The mae phitologiat wio cau
crack tshelkeai words and can do no more with theni
geta littîs mare good froin them than the ciemist who can
analy*e the food upon hie table, but lias no appetite for it
and cannot sat iL, gets froni the repast prepared for iim.

Professeor Cappon tien was iully.justified when lie said,
"I do not mean La dieparage philatogy as a special formi

ai scientific study, but I mean La say that iL lias no riglit
ta tiruet itseet into the place ai the more important Bides
ai an Englieli education. I canisider that a philabogical
coursesai study, exhibiting Lie principal facto in the growth
ai the Englisi language, je an essential part ai tie sciatar's
education, but 1 cannot admit that iL je entitled ta Lie
sole, or even ta the tiret, place in tie teaching ai EngliBli
at aur Universities. Suci an idea could arise only in the
minds ai tiose wlio are ignorant wliere Lie true strengti
ai culture lies."

A very remarkabte testimony La the value ai tie aIder
metiode ai education deserves special notice, froin Lie
iact that a vast number ai aur modern educationatiets are
ignorant ai Lie truti ta which witnese is borne, or even
deny it ta be a truti altagether. Ilu former days," says
Lie Professer, "lthis liberal culture used ta be decived
mainty frein Lhe etudy ai Latin and Grcek at the Uni-
vereities, and tisse languages, witi their literature, formed
a very effective and admirable means ai culture as long as
Lie attention ai the student was cancentrated upon tiers
fram hie firot year at the Grammar ScbooltLa hie last year
at Lhe University. Those were Lie daye wien an Englishi
statesman cautd quete ta the Hanse ai Commons a passage
frein Juvenal or Hamacs, and Lie quetation would go ta
the hearte ai Liree-fourtia of Lie members. But in tisse
days ai ours, with optional courses, in which the study ai
clasekes is reducsd te a minimum, or, at most, camried on
for two or tires years, this fine ideal ai classical culture
lias become, for many ai aur students, impracticable."1
Ws are sormy tiat we cannot quoestic whole passage of
whicli tisse sentences iarm a part. IL is weighty and
vatuable.

Sncb culture as j e be refsrmsd ta, is for meat mn,
impassible. The claseics can neyer be in the future wliat
ttîey have been in Lie past; and ws muet make up aur
minde ta supplement aur imperisct knowtedge ai Liem, or
ta maie up for aur ignorance ai theni, by sanie Llier
metbad ai study and training.

Professer Cappan ittustrates tie kind ai work whicli lie
(teaires La lave dons by samne rsmiarke an the stnidy af
Wordsworth. Lt je very likely tiat many ai bis hearr
and eaders may refuse ta place that great poeL oit se higJi
a pedestal as that wlicl is erected by Lie Profeseor. BtL
no ane can deny Liat Lic critice ai bis paetî'y were, tLa
great extent, btind teaders ai the blind. No anceceau deny
tliat Wordsworthi was Lie expanient ai ideas Lhen ini Lhe
air whicli were "lcaviars e tite genea " ; or Liat tisse
ideas are new, if net exactly daily bread, yet vecy widely
Illearnsd and inwardly digested " by a large nunîber ai
Lie educated men and woen ai the present day.

Professer Cappan thus illustrates Lie wack ai a teacher
af Engliel literature in regard ta wliat le catis the bs*c-
grapulical proelernIl"How," lie asie, Ildid the writer-or lt
u take Wordsworth again as an example-iow did Wards-
wortl camte to accamplisi Lii, great work ai giving men a
new and prelounder conception ai things 1 Wlat evi-
dences are tliere in hiie writinge, or in otier records ai Lie
growth ai bis conceptions, ai the stcuggle ai the wbole
discipline bath ai charaater and intellect, whicb lhe under-
went bei are lie could systematize the new thouglite stirming
within lim, and bing tIein before the wacld in a clear
shape. And hors aIlthLe subtîs relations whici exist
between caaacter and intellect, between Lie moral nature
ai lie man and the modes ai thouglit and speechi wbiclîîh6
lias developed become LIe eubject ai Lie student'a re,
seardli." Heme is a very noble conception ai the work ai
Lie teacler ai titerature. We imagine that vcry iew per
sons wlia read tIsse lines witl agree witli Professer Free-
maD's judgnent that suai tbings cannot be augit. t
reminds us that Amistte leld, in a maniner, that
marais could net be taugit, and for all tiat, wrote a
treatise on the subjeat, wiicb, without laying atain ta any
apecial powers ai prophecy, we may safely pronaunco
immertat. Whethcr studente can be examined on sudh
thinge sesins ta us a maLter ai very emaît importance. We
certainly have examining enaugi, and iL will net hurt us
La learn saine thinge eut ai wiicb we can maie ne capital
for an examination.

We hope ta hear af, and frein, Proiessor Cappon again,
and we congratulate Queen's an Lie possession ai a eacier
ai a vision sa clear, and witi tipesO eloquent La tell tic
vision.

THx emalleet airautar saw in practicat use je a iny dise
about tie eize o a ashilling, wbici j ecmplayed in cutting
Lie etits in gold pens. Tisse saws are about as tuik as
ordinacy paper, and revolve soins 4,000 imes per minute.


