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BERLIN papers copy from the Uermania tho accounit of an important
discovery in glass manufacture inade by Friedrich Siemens, of Dresden.
H1e lias succeeded in casting glass in the same way as metal is cast, and
obtaining an article corrcsponding to cast metal. This cast glass is bard,
not dearer in production than cast iron, and lias the advantage of trans-
parency, sa that ail tlaws can be detected before it is applied to practical
use. It wili bu niuch less exposed to inijury froin atmospbieric influences
than iron. he proues,; of production is not ditffcult, the chief feature
being rapid cooling. The hardness and resistingy power of this cast glass
are se great that experimients are being just nowv carried out at the Siemens
Glass Faundry at 1)resdon with the purpose of ascertaining wbether the
material could bc eiiloyed for rails on railways.

A PARLIAbMENTARny return bias just l>een issueti, showing the nunîber of
persoa who voted as illiterates in the general election.in Gireat Britain
last year, and speeifying, tie constitucîxcies in wilîi tlieir votes were ru-
corded. Froîii thu suin iiary figures pubIi.,ied in the L'contoi91i, it appears
that the percentage of illiterates to the total nuu,îber of voters was ini Eng-
land and WVales 2-17, Scotland 0-88, Irelatid 21 81. As was to be expected,
observes the LConoiit, Seotland, wierv the educational standard lias long
been relatively bigli, cornes hest out of tuie conîparison, But wlîat is mnost
striking is, tua treîîîendous anint of illiteracy alîliongst Irish vaters ;and
it iB a aigniticant coninientaîy upon Mr. (il;Lsteite's Iloimo Riili, proposais,
that tlîey souglit ta conîfer the niost collplete forrn of 'self -govermeunt,
upon far and away the moBt ignorant portion of tho couimuniity.

LATELY in Switzerland a party of engincers aîîd worknîien liad an) oppor-
tunity of observing- the wny i wliich a thîiîder cloud discliarges its elec-
tricity. Tlîey lîad just cainploted tho litting (À a liglîtnîngi cen(luctor ait
the sbelter but on the Mytiicn, iii Selwyz. A lîoavy stormit waa accu
appraac}îing froni tlîree diflerent peints, and tlîcy took refuge in the but.
Thraugli a hale in tie wall they could sce the cerîductor. Froin tinie to
tinie fimai blujali flamies appear((l bovering- on it ;thmon cho ligbitniigi flashî
wauld bc seen desceniniig mîloig the conductor iiite the eartb, followecî
ahinost in8tantaneotmsly by tho thuiider crash. More tlian twenty tiimes they
watcli d the phiioimmena r(gularly sucoeding ecdi otiier ; tiien thore was n
electrical diiacharge(, of 8ueli violence that tiiere seoieni, te ho n recoil, and
two of the party felt the slmock fromi helow Up ta tlieir Iips, and ance
fancied tîmat botm bis legs4 wero aliot off. Tlho party wvas s0 terrified tlînt
they (juitted tue but nnd de8cetided the iouiitnin aîiiid blinding snow, as
tbick as if it wero the mniiddle of winter, vnried by tlider and ligitniimig.

ON few subjects, writem the Spectator iii a reviuw of Baron Van Il iieb-
îier's Titrougl ei Brilish Emnpire, mire current Englisli notions seo erroneaus
as on timat of the position of wtnmen iii theu East. Tlmey are, als tîjose wbo
really know the Eist are well aware, very far imideed froin heing nonien-
titiem. A llindoo }usbland( said ta the Baron at Benares: Il t iii quite a
mistako ta imiagineu that the Ilindoo wife i8 a slave. If sbu soluloni leaves
the boause, it is because slio . . . is naturally tinuiid . . . and shy.
If a iîusband wero ta propose ta bis wife ta aceoimnpany Iini in ant apen
carniage, sho xvauld tbiîik Iiiiîî inad ; slie would probably telli luis ae wauld
ratber rbrow bierself down a weli. But tbii (tus nat pruvent ber froni
being tho inistreas in the fainily and in tîmo bouse, even more tban tho
busbn< is thu master." In Bomnbay, bowevor, the Parsee women go
about freely eîiouglh, recalirmg, witli timeir bare necks and armns, and tbeir
graceful artistically draped figures, thme inaterpieces of (ireek statuary.
Wbat is butter, tlmmy net oiily talk and gesticalate witlî animuation, but they
Jaugli. And througmout al[ tlîu wido East, lauglter-trae inugliter--save
in Japan, aîîd perlimps iii Canton, isi aîmîong the rarest of lîuman expressions.

BARON vox ILuRmatiR secs clearly enotigh tliat it is nlot tbe Ptussian ques-
tion whicbi is paramnounit in Inidia, but tbe native question. Years aga,
the decision wa4 taken ta givo tise youtlî a? India a Western, and usot an
Eastern edlucation. Tbo resaIt is, tîmat every year the inmber af natives
capable of political administrative office increases, tlîcir aspirations increase
'witb their numubers, aîid tbe time is at lîand, nay, bas arrived, wlîen tliosu
aspirations must in sanie mensura bu satistied. IIad England desired ta
bold India permianently by virtue o? conquest, sho sbauld bave kept Indian
thougbt in tbat Oriental track ii wlîicb the successive conquerors af India
prior ta the Englisb were careful ta keep it. But we agree witlb ane of tbe
Baron'a intorlocutors timat, despitu mnny dificulties tbat will bave ta bu
met and dangers te bo 'van througb, there is no reason ta dread tbe ulti-
mate reuat o? tbe generoaity wbicb lias prompted Englisli.administrators ta
aim ratber at lifting thu native ta tbeir own level, tban kceping bim eternally
at hia own. if tbe pracess of transition be accomplisbed witb wisdom, witb

patience, and witb the necessary allowance of time for the desirud modifi-
cations ta effect tbeînselves in, the Indian subjects of the Queun may camle
ta feel tbemselvcs as mucb the citizens of a vast warld-Empire as the
inbabitants of tbe British isianda.

TuE Museaum of tlîe Berlin General Post Office received recuntly
an interesting addition ta its treasures. Tbis is a parcbment letter
?ound iii tIse city arcbives o? Cologne, and whicb bad been enclosed in a
bollow bullet and fired out ?rom tbe beleaguered tawn of Neuss in 1475,
ta let the friendly forces of Cologne know of the terrible pligbt ta wbich
the citizens wcru reduced. Cbarles tbe Bold, of Burgundy, was carrying an
war againat tbe town of Cologne and otber Rbenisb confederated cities,
and bad bernmed in Neuss so closely that tbe inbabitants wure broaglît ta
tlîu iast extrensjity. An ariny o? observation o? tbe confuderates, posted
beyond the Rbine, watcbed Chnrles's apurations, boping ta get an oppar-
tanity o? reliuving tbe tawn. Tbe lutter is froni tbe commander, the LIand-
grave H-ermanîn of liesse, wbe descnibes bow tbe besieged are destitute of
food and ammunition, and oniy bave atones for weapons, and water ta livu
upon. They bave ne medicines or surgical appliances, and s0 the sick and
wounided die witlîout assistance. Soe are for a surrender, and lie fears
that traitera mnnay betray the place. Tbey hnd a few days before lest 100
mnen in rtpalsinig an assault of the Borgundians. The lutter mentions that
tbue besiegedl liad previously fired off sevural other luttera, sanie of wbicb
liad falleus inte the iRhirie ; and they wure axpending their last powder in
tiring off tlîis onu.

Tup native question tbraugbout Soutb Africa becomes mare difficult ta
dent. witb every year ; every Govurnor in succession bas bis plan, wbicb bu
carnies eut ta, a certain extent, and is tben recalled in more or lesa disgrace;
and se the condition of tbings grows eenatantly worse. Tbe Calonîsta, left
te thiîaeiiilvea, would soon aottie the ditliculty, but only by doing wbat the
Bers do, niamiely, by estnblisbing a systeni of serfage or forcedl labour,
repugnant ta Englisb ideas. The problein is ta prevent the Kaffirs from
relapsing into initerminable ,bnrbarism, witbout allowing grent cruuity as
well as sacli curtmilment a? tlîeir persenal freedoni as would sbock Britisb
opinion. Wboever shall salve it will bu the palitical saviaur of South
Afnica, wliere the Boer question, thougb a considerabmi one, je of alto-
gether secondnry importance, notwithstanding the prominence given ta it
by Fraude and by Englisli peliticiamîs generaliy. Baron van Iiiibner shows
that Frnglanid umiiglt easiiy uhave retaincd the Transvaal bad she nlot taken
pains ta disguat tbe Bours with Englisb ruie. is accaunt af the Boers
affords a vivid portraiture of this singular folk, sawly laborious rather
than indolent, indifferent te aIt autbarity rathur than dialoyal ta any par-
ticular forma tuiereef, il survivai af seventeentb century saciety modifying
it8eif painfally and reluctantly aulder the stress o? ninetuentb century con-
ditionsi and environment.

Tua London Spedialor thus concludes an article an IlThe Common-
Senso o? Inperial Federation ":--Thuru would bu no paper-Union in a
Fluet ta wiîicb, at the tbunder o? the firat cannon, contributory navies
miglît pour froin every quarter o? the globe. Froni Australia and the
Cape, frein New Zealand and the islands of tIse Sautbiern Sea, and frani
thu Caniadian ports tlîat lioli witb eitber band the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, succaur of attack or af defence migbt came at need. Evury
island, oery settiemunt, bewever smalt-tbe Mauritius and Fiji, Honduras
and the Straits-migbit bave its quota, if but the tiniest o? gunboats, ta
contribate,-tiny contributions froni sane, migbty belp froni athers, making
together a force sncb as tbe worid lbas neyer seen,-invinciblu, nay, unap-
proachable by even the navies o? the worid atiied. Not less splendid, nar
tuas impresaîve, tbougb at present mach mare visianary, is the idea af a
commercial union by wiîicb the wualtb and the rusaurces of evury conti-
nent and every climate sbould bu as freeiy excbanged acroas the Pacific as
acros tihe ibamus, and by whicb tbe borna o? Lancashiru sbauld suppiy
the citizuns of Melbourne as uncballenged as tbuy do thu citizuns of Lon-
don. Tbe vision of a tide of praspenity sa migbty and sa benuficial as that
wbicb migbt thus flow and reflow on the shorus of the Britishi Empire, iii
no mure matenialistic ideal, for witb the flood of commerce would nat fait
ta flow the flood of fetlowsbip and o? lave. 0f course, we are fuily aware
that ait thusu ties wouid bu voluntary, none of theni compulsory, and that
the commercial union, at iuast, is probably far distant. But stili thu visioni
o? an invincible and fuderated Fluet, and o? ail men who own the sway of
the Queun selting ta and buying o? eacb other withaut lut or bindrance,
may have a distant accamplisbment; nor could any politicai cynia dare ta
cali it crazy.or unreasonablu ta place sucb a goal bufore the eyes of the
Englieli race.
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