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figure as Ilthe lion of a fashionable dinner table," and at the samie timo use the
language this one is made to use. And who ever beard bluntness spoken of as
an American characteristic ? It is the Brîton who giories in plain speech!l

And wbat do you mean by civilized society ? Supposing the story to be
truc, who were the rnost civilized, the coarse speciînen portrayed, or the
"mothers witli marriageable daughiters who couid flot make enoughi of him? '

I cail thein worse than the beathen mothers, ready to throw their daugbters
to such a crocodile as that!

But the story is a made-up one, as you should have seen, or else your and
Mf. Vates' vulgarian was an Englishiman, wvbicb I can prove by his saying topb-
coat, a naie an Arnerican nover gives to his outer garaient, whicb hoe alwvays
styles over-coat.

No, Mr. Editor, the story, like the coat, Il is made ont of the whole cloth,"
and it is so thin that you should have seen through it, before puhlishing it with
or without additions. AHH

I am sorry to have oifended the patriotie prejudices of A. H. H.,
but I reaily do not sec that I have anything to retract. If A. H. H.
bas not discovered that a numerous class of Americans, even of those
"lnative horn," carry a rnost vulgar biuntness into, any kind of civiiized
life which rnay open its doors to thein, It is only in proof that ho lias
been accustomed to have intercourse with the botter class of Americans
at borne, and hias not traveiled much. I could tell story after story,
froin porsonal experience, xvhich would sound littie, if ait ail, botter
than that which Edmund Yates wrote in the WVorld. A. H. H. must

remember that to, say this is to cast no reflection on the American
people, any more than it wvouid ho for humr to tell, as I amn sure hoe cari,
some tales of Engiish bad mannors ; for no people, outside of heathen-
dom, can ho coarsor than our coarse Engiish. The différence is that
xvc can mock, at our oxvn hocathens, and approve of critîcisn-. that is
levelled against thern, which is a virtue our American hrethren lack
as yct. No doubt Edmund Yatos hocard the story ju-st as hoe told
it, ancl no doubt hoe could tell mnany more after tho sanie sort, andi if
A. I-1. I1. xvill read soino Engiish papers hoe xvii find that we criticise
our own countrymon more sovereiy than ive do anybody cisc.

IRISHTLN LAwq.

Mr. O'Connor Powver, writing in the Nic/cnte century, puts the
case of the Irish tcnants in the very strongost light. Ilc says :

The main, cause of Irish poverty is flot to ho founci iii over-population,
or in any wvant of cnergy or economy on the part of the Irish people, but In the
systoîn of land tenure irnposed by linperiai conquost. Foreign compotition
anxd bad harvests, by whichi, in one year alone, according to the calculation of
Mr. Dvyer Gray, Ireland bias lost thirty mil/ions sterling, have had one advan-
tage, and that is, thoy have drawvn attention, in a striking way, to the groat evil
of the systoin of tenant-at-wiil, the rnost demoraiising and degrading to wvbich it
is possible to reduce the wyorking population of any country. It is hardly in
the power of language to describe the rnany evil effects of this systein. It bias
hlasted the bopes, ruined the homes, and destroyed the lives of millions of the
Irish race. It bias stopped the social, poiitical, and industrial growth of Ire-
land as effectually as if the country had been in a state of porpetual civil wvar;
and no war bias ever beon s0 cruel in its incidents or operations towards those
among whom it was carried on, than the war whiclh Irish landiordisin bias waged
against the people ivhose inheritance it usurped, and whose property it bias
confiscated. ' The worst fed, the worst ciothed, and the worst boused people
in Europe '-this is the description which every impartial traveller who bias seen
the Irish people at borne bias givon of thein. Behoid the resuit of the systein
of tenant-at-wili and centuries of English rul !

0l f the 6oo,ooo tenant farmers 'in Ireland more than hialf a million,
representing witb their farnilies about three million persons, have no socurity in
their homes, or iu the business upon wbich they depend for their daily bread,
but are at the mercy of a few tbousand persons-the lords of the soul of Ire-
land. Agriculture being the mainspring of the nation's weaith, the interests of
the commercial and trading community and naturally dependent upon the
industry of the farmers, and 50 it resuits that the fate and fortunes of more
than five millions of people are in tbe hands of the small section numbering
not more than a few tbousands. No systein of government could possibly
hring prosperity to a people so circumstanced. Even if they were endowed
with ail the attributes of political freedom, their social condition would still be
a condition of slavery. Tbey are the victims of a system cieariy incompatible
with social rights and industrial freedoin. It may ho, necessary for me to, ex-
plain bere what I mean by ' social right ' and 'industriai fireedoin.' Social
right may ho defined in words which are to ho found un the Declaration of
American Independence, and I would define it, in tbose words, as 'the right to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;' and industriai freedom, in the sense

in which 1 use the phrase, is the right of the workers to enjoy the fruits of their
own exertions, and to be safe, ini the pursuit of their industry, frorn the rapacity
of their neighbours. There is nothing more capable of proof than that the pre-
sent, land systein of Ireland is opposed to the social rights and the industriai
freedom of the Irish people as here understood. When a people die in large
numbers of starvation in their own country, or fly froin it because they cannot
get enough to eat out of the food which that country lias produced, and which
is more than sufficient to sustain them, that the people are denied the right to
]ive ; and if a people have not a righit to live in their own land while it is rich
enough to support thein, thoy are deprivod of liberty and the pursuit of
happiness."

1 hold that Mr. (YConnor Power is right, and the \vriter in this

journal Iast week who signed himsolf "lSaxon " is wrong in affirming
that the State cannot take property frorn landiords when the interests

of the people demand it. The power which givos property cari always

take it again when the common good makes it necessary. Mr. Glad-

stone, in his speech at WVest Calder in Midiothian, said, " If it is

knowvn to be for the wvelfare of the community at large, the Legisiature

is perfectly entitled to buy out the landed proprietors "; and hie thoen

admitted tho justice of the principie so long insisted upon by
Herbert Spencer, John Stuart Mill and others, that "Ithose who

possess large portions of the spaces of the earthi are not altogether

in the same position as the pos;sessors of mere personality; porson-

ality, or portable property, does not imrpose the same limitations

uipon the actions and industry of mnen and the weil-being of

the comimunity as dcs the possession of land." 0f course fuill

compensation rnust ho made to, the cispossessed-as was the case
wlicn the Irish Chiurch xvas dis-established-ancl as xvas oftcn not thc

case when the forefathers of many of the present land-proprietors
came into possession of Irish property. If it cani be proved that the
systei %vorks badiy-that a rcadjustmnent of the land iaxvs wouid

procuire the poaco and prosperity of miany to ndsof Irish people
-tien the Govcrnmiient is bound in ail cquity to tako this matter in

baud and deal with it. MVunicipal bodies have the right to comipel

persons holding property in a city to seli it ail, or sorno portion of it,
at a fair valuation whien the weliare of the city rnay demnand it, and
wbhy should not the State exorcise the saine control il If the land-

ia\vs of lreiand are bad, lot thern. by ail mecans bo amoended. ïUany

rate, the tenant-at-wvill systemi is bad froi beginning te, endi. It must

take froin the tenant everything liko a desire to carry on good, scicntific

farming. 0f what use is it that a fariner cultivate bis land, cnricbing

it with manure, chang-ing) the nature of the crop, and suchi like thingS,

wben hoe ray be turned out of it at the end of any season ? Nothing

can ho so calculatcd to inmpovcrish the soul and ail who tili it, and in

the interests of justice and good orcior it should ho aboliihd at once.

0f course it wili ho argued against this that the ivhioie proposition

is revoiutionary, and the work of expropriation once started in Ireland

înay cause a dernand for the saine kind of thing in England. Tories

and WVhigs alike xxould regard the more suggestion as coming froîn the

dcvii ; but tînt -shouid fot be aiiowecl by roasonable people to, stand

in the ivay of an act of justice to, Ireiand. The Irish must not suifer

a cruel wrong in order that the interests of English iandhoiders niay

bc carefully consorvcd. Thei oldè-motto stili stands, and woll is it for

our common humanity tînt mon can yet dare te, believe in its ethics

Yùstitia fiat, ruat cSlum.

AFFAIRS IN FRANCE.

The French Cabinet is again in difficulties. Several members

bave unanimousiy resoived upon presenting a proposai te, Waddington,
that as the maintenance or reconstruction of the old Cabinet is

impossible, and Waddington or Say taking the Premiership heing out

of the question, De Freycinet should ho asked to form a Cabinet.

Grévy quietiy watches the transition and Gambetta bides his tiîne, and

we rnay rest satisfied that the fiery spirits in the ranks will ho curbed

by the leaders. But whetber they will ho able to do that eifectually

and for some time to corne is open to, doubt. The French nature

leans to revolution, and is impatient of anytbing like a settled order of

things. But it would ho worse than a pity-it would be a crime to

disturb the peace and hinder the prosperity of the nation for any

rnerely political or selfish purpose. Làt us hope that prudence wili

prevail. EDITOR.
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