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Au obliging correspandent from  the
capital of western (tamada farnishes s
thix wesk with the fellowing paragraphs
of' ¢ Metropolitan gossip.' »

"A haed frost) b states, © had et

iu at the commencemwent of the week,
and, as wsnad, skates and sleighs
ate into violent reguisition. Al

tisioor wnvsements wero deserted for the
exhilvvating puntime of skimwing over
the dae. Those who had bought season
tickets wore naiurally anxious to have
their mouay’s worth,  But.the pleasuve
was of hrief duraticn.  There camo “a
killing thaw, —sain zud  snow, which
uelted s it fell—and hLigh boots and
whecled vehioles resumed  their sway.
Bat, among o people who know how to
tarn all the vaguics of the season to
aceonnt, the disappearance of the ice was
the sigoal for the resumption of domestic
cujoyments, and tho atiractions of halls
and concert rooms. Mes, Wentworth
Swevenson, who has altogether put aside
the pre-nawes of ‘Laura Honey,” in order
to be recognized as a teacher of voeal
music, rather than u professor of the
drama, gave a Concert and Ball at the
Music Hall. The effeet of this combiuas
tion of entertainments was good. Alarge
erowd atiended.  Yon will have seon the
sterootypad notices of the wusio and
singing in the daily Torento papers,
Uniortanutely wo have not yct reached
that point of cultivation in Canada West,
when judicious criticisins would become
instructive as well a3 entertaining,  We
have few professors who sing and play in
public, and nn lueal editors or musical
reparters whose fumiliarity with all the
fine arts qualilies thew to descant upon
vofessional effort.  Hence, Music, the
Y)r;una sud Painting, ave left to run to
weed.  Could not the ¢ Hlustrated Cana-
dian? take u lead in the eritical way?
Thers is evidence in the lcadiny artieles
(suffer me to say) that a pure taste pre-
sides over the editorial department of the
paper, and a little estension of the same
style of thing would inaugurate a judi-
cious control over our entertainments,
restraiving ahsurd pretensions and eu-
couraging meritorious endeavor. Suppose
you appoat we critic en chyft  Hevo is
u specimien of my eunaing,
‘I'he Concort on Tharsday evening

exhibited  the usual  melange  inet-
dental 10 ouvr state of  socicty.—
There was  a “military  band,” one
of those musical mistakes which all

Professorain Garrison towns find it neces-
sary to makd in order to draw an audi-
ence,  The wilitury ave always popular.
Whai they € patrenize’ they feel bound to
attend, and wherever tie red or green
jackets go, there slso go the belles ol tha
town, Dat the music, even of the best
kind, is distractingly loud and totally wu-
suited to a concert room—especiully 2ach
concert rooms as the publie l%Iulls of To-
ronto and Hamilton where the laws of
zcoustics have heen quite disregarded by

che arehiteets, and a thousand echoes be--

wilder the uunlucky hearers.  Another
disadvantage attending these bands, here
at least, is, that whenever they come
upou the platform, the piano has to be
howsted off thmske room for’ the musio
stands, and then to be hoisted up zgain
when the aadience have scen enougi of
the book-bsrds of the musicians and
been toterably deafened by the waisy
wind instroments,
the band of the 30th “obligingly lent,
&e.,” were followed by and interspersed
with vocalisation. Muvs. Stevensou, when
in ‘good cese,’ i3 an exiremely pleasing
singer.  8he dods pot spare herself, She
has o rieh volume of voico, which she
pours forth wngradgingly, m the bra-
vura amd cavatina.  Her cadenuas are
melodious and  efli weseent—there is no
extravagaace, no painlu! effort apparvent,
all is case and gince.  If 1 were o take
auy exception to Mrs, Stevensoun’s vuico
it would refer to the lower notes of the

i register, which ma
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somewhat wetallie,
the result, T finey, of her having com-
mencad singing betore the voles had ac-
quired a settled character. The beautiful
quarlette *Roek wme to Sleep, Mother,)
owed every thing (o Mrs. 8, and the
exquisite * Caste Diva) whicu witr sub.

Pstitated for the ¢ Maocking Bied,” (owing

te the fndispositica of Me. MeCarroll,
the -flate oblizatn™) ceesivel a fall mza-
swre of hstlee ot the hands of the saue
lady.  Sue likowise wave ud a new soug
¢ The Canalian Volunteers,” to the old
tune of the * British {renadiors,” the
words ‘of course’ hwing Inaudible.  But
tIlC\'C was & l'U\\"i](&-llui\\' :.I(!Cv)flll)illlilllcl] t.
Could the martial spivie of owr bonnie
braw valumicers rvesist that  appeal ?
Euoeore, encore, burse feom their * annly
hussuins,” and, as wsual on sneb ocea-
sions, when tho thing was re-denumded.
Mrs. Stevenson sung  somcthing else.
It is apiry. Lok, thata trne, chaste,
and  accomplished  singer shoall e
obliged to resort to those tricks of the
professovs, wd captandum vulyas, A
wodest, polite yeuns lady, Miss K. Mae-
donald, a pupit of Mrs. S.s assisted her
on this oceasion.  She is an adwirable
commentary on Mrs. Stevensons® skiif as
a teacher. Under the zood diseipline to
which sho has been sabjected, her voice
has wuoquired considerable prwer and
flexibility, and she promises to bocome
qaite an ‘institation.’  Miss Macdonald
has feeling and exprassion—two of the
ost attributes of the voealist; and if she
will avoid sueh elip-tezp comnusitions s
¢ The jockey hat amd funther,” a slap-dash,
common placs affair of the nigger min-
strelsy type, she wili adovs the profession.
Adeline Pettialways avoided the row-do-
dow and loot-fa-ia-ioliiddle sehonl. So
let it bo all interesting, liotle IC B . | .
We ave badly off fur male singars here.
A Mo, Farley s a very zood amateur
. e T
teusr, and ofrs evidencos of ¢nreful
cultivation. Ha has been trained in the
Mario school=-tha wvery best,  But he
stands alone. My, Avwsteong has »
voice not altogether under sontedl, and
his knowledzo of music apoears to he
limited. Dv. Q" Deu, the bussy profunda.
lacks power for such Jogubrivas pieces as
*My heart bowed down. It was not
exhilarating. 8o much for vur coneert.
Of othier entertainments, we have had
a weeting to form & Huamane 8 jciety——
but the humanites were not aciive,
Caurity begius at home, and tha huma-
nitarians stopped. 1t nealy adjourned
stne die. Tt reminded me of tho Irish
manazer's postprnencat, when his audi-
ence consisted of onclittle hyy— Liadies
and geatlemen, as there is nshody here,
these performances will nat take place
to-nigat, but will be repeated to-morrow.’
Tie Butchers here Lad a ¢ Swarey’ for
the bencfit of the Langashive weavoers,
It was a good, substantial ciiort of ben-
evolense, worthy of the sturdy vendors
of beef anl mutton.  « Who drives fat
oxen showld maks oi Wb
body, or something liks it,  There were
speeches, and tea drinkiogs, agld sub-
seriptions. I think 5300 worth of mea:
is a vespeetable present from such a
body~—dun’t yon?  Tie Tobaceo Twist-
ers bad a ball. I didnt attend,  Finds
wronet opas, Mr. Siddons and  his
daaghter have been giving some of their
pleasing enrtertainments.  CGu the faal
night, whea Mr. Siddons yrave specimens
of popular American legirers—nnt ex-
cinding Gaorze Francis Train—the Mo
chanic’s Instituie was crowded to excass,
and seores of peopls conbl nat wain nde
mission,  He will imve 0 repeat this
lecture.  Miss Bidlons prowises well.
Her voice is singubaly sweet and sy
pathetie, bai she has nat voliame ciezigh
yeb to fill w Luge HOli
We are inoking rward io Lthe estab-
isiment off a new daily paper ol e
Conservative ordor. T am ary for it
Two papers can just live in Toronto, and
already we bave fmr or five,  Qanaet
Yow suy somethine to atep this flood of
type? L doa't mesn o osuy it we
cuuld not very readily eparo oue or two

satd some- !

|

af the existicg joureals; if we could!
have a substitate, onc that would bcl
superior to thew in intelligeuce, varicty, |
literary taste, and freedom from partizan- |
ship—hut from whenee is it to eome ? |
Aund wien it bas eome, how can it stan.] |
(unless it has a large capital at commind |
to be judiciously spent and vapidly con-
sumed) in the presenee of the establishied §
¢Givbe' and justly popular ¢ Leader?*!
Hewaver, nous verrons. g

T ealled in at the Queen's hoicl, the
othier day,  The houso has, of eonrse,
been filled by the destruction of the
Rossin, and Captain Dick is enlarging
his premises,  There ave muany Sonth-
erner's ab the Queen’s.  They arereally
objeets of commiseration.  Having no
vecupation, and living in a fover of hope
thae the Sonfederacy wiil ulvmately tri-
wiph, they pass their lives in reading
the papers, which they greedily devour
when there is intelligence ol a Federal
repulse, and fill up tie inteveal with the
pips and the quid. I regret that the ex-
tles—in other respects worthy people—
siwuld have brought into eleanly Canada
the vile habit of squirting tobaceo juice
in the grates, which makes the Awcrican
hotels such disgusting places of resort.
Thevo is a clerzyman named Weils at
sie Quesn’s, e is 2 uoble specimen of
a Miuister of' the gospel, cnergetic, clo-
quent, simple and heuovolenr. It is »
treat to hear him prezch.

CONVERSATION.

So ruanifeld ave the phases which con.
versation wssuines, and so eomplex are
the causes from which it originates, that
it i3 difficult to defin> wnd cxemplify its
various churacceristics, J will wake a
grand distinczion wiich will include all
minor enes, 1 will considur ennversa-
tion as attraciive and unaitractive.

Like a ehild, reserving the best por-:
tion tor the lust bite, T will spouls tirst
ot the kind of taik which is decidedly
unatbractive.

Bxtravagant tirades against servauis,
who are not angels, 8 fact which mistres-
¢s systematical:y jgoure, though tiey
way be the subjects on which o great
deal of encrgetic elofquence is expended,
T shall uot hesitate to #2t dowi as unat-
tractive conversationj at the samo time
adnitting that the cuaviously eonceived
cxjletivey, whicih ave some times indal-
wed in, may be the cause of a langh, bus
tien itis not a bealthy langh  How
often are we pestered by beiog ubliged to
listen to the marvelous prregyrics which
are bestowed, with sneh an undiserimi-
nating gencrosicy  on infants ; not that
itis mot very proper for purents to see
areat promise in their  enildren—=iut
whea made a constant theme of talk, one
cannot help,ilinataredly or uot, suggesting
that the culogists of tiic innocent minia
tares of humanity, might show a Jittle
were consideration for their muditors,—
Pot subjeets should cavetully be avoided
tn ordinary eonversation, oy, it your
hearer is nat possessed ot suparaband-
ant courtesy, you need not jeel su
prise, if he yawns and looks frequently
2t his wateh, at the swmne tma making
& meaning reference o the hard day's
work he hus had.  Nothiug is mere
painfully ludierous, thin to sue the cf-
torts which hall’ & dozen people sone-
times make to create a flow of tatk,—
nothing seews to bave any  flowivg ca-

preity—you ko shitt with every
expadient.—Spring wiil soon be here;
dues Miss Bbza like flowers?  Miss
Lliza  wmay  bo  passionately  fond
ot dowers;  buat the  question s
obvionsly  fur  the  sake  of
tuik tiat she dees not feel dispused to
disclose her feelings with veward to them.
Was Me. Heary at the ball? Mr, Honry
hag, perhaps, been to oo many this sea-
son, and werely remarks, he was consu-
ring tuivm as hordd bures 5 a pavilolio of
pietires is produced, which vliciis a few
dull vapid remas It is truly astonish-
ine how eptdemic in its wanilestations |
dalness semetimes is—oceasionally you
find people with sprightly imugiuations
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unable to make them act in a dull at-
mosphere, the best remedy for this idio-
synerasy isa good round game.  The
inertin of conversation is vary powerful,
it once a subject of ioterest is slurted,
you immediately get frecdom from ve-
straint. Tt is hke saliing down a stream
with many tributaries, where each can
find scencry suaitable to his sympathies;
yon geb dispersed in twos and threes and

“travel along pleasantly enough. A song.

issung,each expresses his opinion concern-
ing it, and a remark is made apparently
quite foreign, but in some way sugges-
ted, and thns an animated interchange
of sentiment lures the the hour away,
making it as difficult to stop us it wasg
to begin,  Good eonversation is aceis
dental, if you fry to give your thougins
with premeditation, they scem to leave
you without power of pleasing. How
often you find, yourseif cxpatiating,
on somo topic uniutentionally hrought
nto diseussion with the greatest freedom;
whereas, if you had tried ever so much,
you conld not have madeit half as inter-
esting,  Flint requires to be stiuck be-
fore it will emit sparks. I have soon
men who fiave pussed the groater pavt of
an evening in silence, when suddenly
sowe remark has aroused them into ac-
tion, proving them the wost brilliant
conversers of the eveniug, If silence
dues not arvise from  stupidity, you may
generally expeet supzriority. 1 rogard as
stupid people who, faneying themselves
to helong to rather a higher intellectual
grade than their associates, think it un-
digaified to converse upon ordinary
topics. True genius finds instructionin
the simplest guestions; it cannot know
great watters if it shun swall oues,
What inakes our beloved Shakespore sueh
4. sociable companion ¢ Ls it uot because
he interprets and gives meaning to the
winutest actious of our lives,  We often
sneer at the weather as a subject of con-
versative.  Now, for one, I must admit
that I wn under great  bligations
to it ; many a time it has been the
preluds 1o the most deligatful conver
sativn.  Many people have a shyness
which they caunst overcome before
strangers; the weather is often the
means of dispelling this; it is linked
with so wmauny familiar scenes that a por-
son feels at howe on the subject. Be-
sides, Mr. Weatber i3 vather an impor-
tant personage in regulating our every-
day life, and should not be treated with
disrespect.  Ouno mioro remark, which
shall be.un apology for the meagreness of
my illastrations of this subject. Fiction
writers rarely yave us the tele-u-tete, it iy
only the result; orthey pat us off with—
Caarles and Mary, you may be sure, bad
wmueh to say Lo cach other alter so long
an abseuce : the hours sped vapidly as
they diseoursed witlt caca otner ou the
past, and breathed to each other hopes of
the farure.  Qur imagination has to fifl
up the details. It you, austere reader,
find I hiave valy given obscure hints, ex-
tend the same induigence to, yours truly,

DepweNT.

ORIGIN oF 1B GAzETTR~—One of
the smallest pieces of mwuey ab Vealee
was calied n gazetta; and a3 the nows-
pupers, which wuro puhhished at Veniee
in single sheets, so carly as the sixtoenth
ceatury, were sold tor a gazeuta each, all
kinds ot newspapers were from thenco
called gazettes.

Watkk-rzoor Buor Sores,—If hot tar i3
appliel o boct soles, it will make them
waterspiool.  Let it be as bot as the leather
wiil hear without injury, applymng it with «
swab, and drying iU by fire, “Lhe operation
way e repeated two or three times during
the winter, il necessaey. It makes the sur
face of e lewber quite haid, so that it
weass longer, us well w3 keaps out the water.
Db or grease solieas 1he sole, and does not
donnieh mkeepiog the water out. Leis a
gool plac. ty provide hoots for winter duriig
sunner, and prepare the seles by taceing,
as Ly will then bee e, before they are
wanted te weir, almost as finn as hoen, and
will weae twice as loug as tkose unprepared.




