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a2 conntry ' snbseribers, - Two., .Dollars.. . If th
" ,gubseription i mot_renewed-.at’ the. expxrauon of
sthe year. thén, in cigse’the. papel‘ be. continned, the
‘terms shall be Two Dollars and a-half.

T'0.all. subscribers . whose. papers are dehverod by
carriers, Two.Dollars and a-half, in advance’; and
-3f not.Tenewed at the end of tho. yesr, then, fwe

-eontinue sending the . paper, the subseription shall
_be Three Dollars;; :

The Tave. Wirness can be had et the News Depote.
;-Bingle_copy 3d. .

X3 We'beg to remind.our Corrupondents Mat no
detlers wdl be taken out of the Post-Officey unIess pre-

paid,

SONTREAL, FRIDAY, DECEMIBER 9
NOTICE.

© p% We request all our subscribers in Quebec

an? vicmity, who are in arrears, to band in the

amounts due to our agent, MR. JEREMIAH
O'Brien, 18 Buape StreeT, Quebec.

ECC LESIA_STIOAL OALEN DAR.
DRCEMBER—1864.

Fnday, 9—Fasr, of the Octave.
. Saturday, 10—0f the Qctave,
Sunday, 11 —TaRD or ADVENT.

" Mondey, 12—581, Damasas, P.C.
‘Tuesday, 13~8t. Lucy, V.M,

5 Wednesday, 14 —Fasr. Of the Feria.
Thursday, 15—~0ctave of Imm, Gone.

The ¢ Forty Hours*® Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament will commence as follows :—

Friday, 8—St. Ambrose.

Sonday, 11—St. Joseph ‘Asylom, Montreal.
Toesday, 13—Convent of Chateanguay.
Thuridey, 15—~Hospice Lajemmerais, Varennes.

. NEWS OF THE WEEK

The China from Liverpool onthe 19th ult.,
brings us the latest European intelligence. All
is quiet i1 the political world, and the most im-
portaat items of news relate to the convict Franz
Multer. The unfortunate man was executed on
"the 141h instant, making on the scaffold a con-
fession of his guilt. Though no one who had
studied the facts of the case, as presented in
evidence on tbe trial, could enterlain a rational

beglnnrng‘to d'arvnr upo'n ‘lhe minds even, of Pr‘

to such sound opinions as’ these.
are our owWn:— -

¢ The whole queetron of public educahon is full
of difficulties. - 1sis.as much the duty of a parent Lo
éducat e his children, us to feed und clothe them, When
the Slate assumes tlm duty, it lrcnches on parental
nghts. .

“In these worﬂshes the whole School Ques-
tion ; and we rejoice that this great and* import-
ant truth for which, in opposition to the entire
Protestant press of the Province, Catholics have
so long contended, is acknowledged by a leading
Protestant journal of Upper Canada, Yet must
we notbe too sanguine; for consistency in car-
rying out a pnnclple to its logical consequences,
reckless whither 1t may lend, is not a virtue
for which Protestants are, or ever bave been
conspicuous ; buy stll it 1s a great point gained
when we find a leading and influential Protestant
journal admittiog that ¢ State-Schoolism,” or
the assumption by the State of the task of edu-
cating the children of its citizens, is an encroach-
ment upon °© parental rights’ These words
should be written in gold over the door of every
Common School in the Provioce.

For they put the School Question oa its pro-
per basis, Itisnotat all, as we have for years
insisted, a religious or sectarian question,a ques-
tion betwixt the State and the Church. Itis
essentrally a guestion betwixt the ¢ Family”
and the ¥ State”—the former protesting agamnst
the encroachmeats of the latter upon ¢ parental
rights.” No man can plead his right to dissent
or separate from any system of Education set
up and supported by the State upon the gronnds
of his religion, upon the pretence that heis
either a Catholic or a Protestant; but every
man has an absolute mght to dissent or separate,

i W 'hope our fnends hke the- prospect, and- are

testants, whlch we ‘hope may be  the- 1orerunner‘
of an-era.of- general enllghtenment. Much we;
say may be hoped when “we find a- Protestant:

paper—-the Toronto Leader—-gmng expression’
The Ttalics:

. compelled to pay, but te. which they in the ex-

LFLA G5
nre of _,a,rv
n. % |1 e P45

couvin ed"of tbe propnety of thromng thelr po-.
lmcal influence i in.favor. of . those. proposed “ Gop-
smutronal changes,” which:the Globe tells us have-
such: ¢ great . advantaores for the friends of - non=
sectanan schools”—-that is “to" say schools to
whxch Catholic. -parents are] by an lmqmtous law

ercise of their absolute mights as parents do not.
see fit'to send thieir children.

.~ Our ‘contemporary the Jowrnal de Quebec,
hitherto a’ ‘supporter of the Brown-Cartier policy,
is beginning to see the probakle consequences of
that policy to the Catholics of the Province;
and ip its issue of the 1st instant has an excel-
lent article on the subject, from which we make
some extracts, and with which we will for the
present conclude, purposing to Teturn to the
subject shortly, more especially with reference
to the School system of Lower Canada :—

(Tronsloled from Journal de Quebec, Dec. 1si.)

© The (Hobe has always been wanting in courage
to wrestle with prejudices, and to.dsy it givesuss
sad example of that lamentable weakness which, to
svoid shocking popular sentimens, has rmpelled it
towards all kinds of fanaticisms—les funalismes de
tous les noms.”

The Journal then publishes the passages from
the GQiobe’s article m reply to the Newmarke
Era, which we bave given above, and thus com-
ments oa them :—

s¢ Thus, according to the organ of Mr. Brown, the
same who, this Spring with eyes full of tears, and
trembling with emotion, came imploring the Lower
Oanadians to come to aa understanding, sincerely
and cordielly, with him* in order that they might
put an end and forever to the unhappy conflicts be
twixt the two Canadas; thus then this Constitation
which upseta the constitutions of six Provinces,which
fundamentslly changes them snd sets up a new or-
ganisation gver all of this vast territory, whilst dis-
plasing all social balance ; &ll this sceordiag to him

doubt that Muller was the man who robbed and

“murdered Mr. Briggs, yet for the quieting of the

public mind, which is easily affected by rumors,

"its-well that the justice of the verdict’of the

jury and of the sentence of the Judge has been

“admitted by the convict himself, The evidence

on which he was found gulty was purely cir-

“cumstantial —the best of all possible evidence—

and cumulative ; and the crime, irinl, and execu-
tion of the wreiched mean will long be reckoned
amongst the most remarkable of Bntish causes

celebres.,

The Federals have wop 2 great victory over

~ the Conlederates at Franklin, after whick accord-

ing to custom the victors boldly advanced some
sixteen miles backwards, or in other words re-
treated to a stronger position near Nashville,
Such at least 1s the story of the battle of Fraok-
lin as given by Federal telegrams. Tt is so
much in harmony with the accounis of other
victories which, through the same channels, are
in the babit of reaching us, that we are disposed
to give it implicit belief, This at all events 15
certain, that immediately after ther decisive
victory, the victors fell back-—vigorously, or as
the Federal telegrams state 1it, blindly pursued

' by the beaten Confederates.- From Shermaun

vp to the commencement of the week, we had
nothing positive ; but we hope that he may yet
find bis Caudine ¥orks in - Georgia. Amen—
So beit.

Tue Scroor QuesTtioN.—It appears as if

‘this question, which in so far as Upper Canada
1s concerned we had hoped had been set at rest
for ever by the leguslation wpon the subject of
the M‘Donald-Sicotte Min:stry, is to be opened

‘up again ia both sections of the Province. In

Lower Canada, as our readers are aware, there

~are complaints of injustice towards the Protest-

ant minonty ; the Globe indicates in not very
guarded terms, that the Protestant majonity of

" TUpper Canada not only ‘will never consent fo

any extension of " the separate or denominational’
school system, but-will aval themselves of the
eailiest opportumty of repeahng those - ‘existing

~provi sions of the- Jaw in virlue of which the Ca-

tholic ‘minority are enabled to claim some of the
‘advantages o ¢ Freedom of Education? and Mr.

. Galt also in a speech by im lately delivered at |-
' Sherbrooke, seemed to’ express an inteation on-

_'the part of the- Brown-Cartier Mimstry to 1n-
“troduce a new and general School Law, to con-~

tinue in force 1n'each Province after the proposed

~ % constitutional changes shall. have. been carried.

o out.’

4 Ton,

.okt

“ “havé to'be’ fought oger.agai:’

“We may prepare ourselves ‘therefore for &
‘new-and arduous struggle upon, ‘this great _ques-
‘The battle of ¢ Freedom: of: Educatron
ver, 5. Slate-Schoohsm’ will . all appearance

That the issue will be favorable’ to the former
15 more than we can assert: with conﬁdence, yet

upon the grounds that the State, by setting up a

particular system of Education, has iniqutously
eacroached upon hts rights as a parent. Edu-
cation is not a legitimate function of the State ;
it belongs exclusively to the ¢ Family ;” and
when the claims of the one come into - collision
with those ot the other, the State has nothing to
do but to give way, and to renounce its imperti-
neat pretensmns. These are the logical conse-
quences of the sound principles laid down by the

Toronto Leader ; if our politicians would but
carry them out, we should hear no more of a
« School Question” in Caoada than of a
¢ Church Question.”” Indeed ¢ State-School”
ism® and * State-C‘.hurchlsm” are ope and the
same, and must stand or fall together.

But we say tbat we fear that the fundamenta}
principle of # Freedom of Education”—to wit,
that the education of his cluldren is as absolutely
the right and the duty of the parent, as are the
clothing, feeding, and the keeping in good order
of the bowels of his children—will not be ad-
hered to when tae School Question comes up
for discussion in the legistature. Of our Pro-
testant contemporaries rmany ignove the princi
ple altogether, as for instance the GloZe and the
Montreal Herald ; the tendency of all democratic
societies is towards the concentration of all power
io the hands of the State, and a contempluous
disregard for the rights of the Family and of the
individual ; and the effect of the proposed “con-
stitutional changes” will be to give almost us-
hmited political power to the most Protestaat,
and the most rabidly democratic section of our
Capadian community. Already tae Globe fore-
sees from (hese. changes the speedy, evea if not
immediate overthrow of the denominational sys-
tem in Upper Canada, and already it anticipates
the triumpk of State-Schoolism, and the down-
fall of % Freedom of Education.” Thus speaks
Mr. George Brown through his own orgen:—

The Newmarket Era_complaing that by the rese-
lations of the Quebec Confarence the continuance of
the . Upper Oanada Separate School law **hag been
guaranteed for all time to come.” . This 1§ troe—
with the exceptnon, of course, that no constitational
arrangement is *for all time." In & fres country no
constitational syetem onght ever to be put forwa.rd
ag a finality.

But for some “ time to come,” we ehe.l‘ undonbt-
edly.be obhged, in accordance with the propoged re-
servation in-the new -comslitution, to continue the
‘Separate School law of Upper Canada whers it is.***
The arrangement relative to edncation which wag
 made. at the Quebec Conference. has very great ad-
ve.ntsges for the friends of non-sectarian schools.***

Though the regervation'js mads on behalf.of exist--
ing privileges for :the Separatists, the power.te ea-
force further concessions and to make furtherinroads
upon- our school -systam. will be taken from them,
Legislation upon edacational guestions will devalve’
upon the local legislatures; and so Jong. as the peo-
pleof: Upper.Canada -are determined to maintain:
‘their-exoellent educationa) a) stem, they will be able.
toresiss.any attack; from its enemies. -Hitherto, the.
greot:fear.has been that the assaults of sectarianism .
| Bpou our achool system ‘woald ge ony antil not oaly
‘shonld: -the' Romish .clergy succeed in withdrawing

i- «..|-the whole.Romieh pepulation of TUpper Oasads from.|

:the 'support of the common schools, ‘but also that ul-.
timately different Protestant sects would obtainthe
BAmMO pn'nleges, nnd thus comniete tho ruin of our

is but a temporary nrrnngement which must bs take
en in hends agn.m, and cast over anew in the Glear
Grit mould.

This mode of looking at the question by the Globe
is a new and dangerous element throwe into the dige
cussion. It says to the Lower Canadians, all those
protectlone, all those guarantees for the benefit of
minorities are bat idle words, in3erted to cateh fools
withal, and to bring them within the vortex of the

actual revolution,
¥ With such a spectacle before us, bettor wrestle

lusiily as we have dome heretofore, taking ou:
chances for the fature,”

Thus the Jovrnal de Quebec begins to see
that all the promised * checks™ and  guaran-
tees” of the dogus Confederation are but what
the TRUE WITNESS alwvays affirmed them to be
—idle words to. ensnare simpletons withal—de

from the world, we may say of h:m that ahnost I

he'is a Romamst, and that. the" current 15 bearing;
him switly towards the portals ‘of -the Cathollc
Church. Rehglon is all very well, on Sundays,
and so'long as.it- does not -interfere with 'more
1mportant busicess, and ‘does not withdraw a maun-
from his countlng-honse, and his famly ; but the
‘wise man, the jntelligent man, abuve all the sound
Protestant is much of the.opinion expressed. hy
good Dame Quickly to the moribvnd Falstaf,
when she to comfort him, bade him not think of
God yet. - Evidently in this respect the rehglous
views of mine hostess were strictly evangelical ;

and her aversion to spiritual meditations acquits
her of all # Romish tendencies,”” whatsoever, or
howsoever numerous, her failings with respect to
chastity and temperance. '

The English papers are discussing the expedi-
ency of private executions, incited thereunto by
the hideous scenes which occurred at the hanging
on Monday the 14th ult. of Franz Muller, the
murderer of Mr. Briggs. The arguments in
favor of mficting capital punishments in the in-
terior of the yail, and in the presence of only cer-
tain duly appointed witnesses, though not gen-
erally conclusive, though opposed by other and
apparently equally strong arguments w favor of
publicity, are by no means destitute of force,
and when applied to the infliction of capital
punishments in Protestant communittes merit
serious consiferation from the legisiator.

At Muller’s execution the brutality and the
obscepity of the immense crowd collected—
100,000 according to some estimates—to witness
the Jast moments of the coavict, surpassed all
belief. F'rom an early hour on Sunday afternoon
the crowd commenced to gather round the spot
where the scaffold was erected ; nor was this
composed of men the very dregs of the popula-
tion, alone, but women of all ages were present.
The long hours of the mght were relieved by
filthy conversation, obscene songs, blasphemous
jests, and occasionally by the still more blas-
phemous harangues of the itinerant preacher
‘jmproving the occasion,” as- the slang of the
conventicle bas it.  Pick-pockets plied their
profession briskly under the very shadow of the

the garotters parsued their trade without inter-

vazns mots mis la expres pour surprendre [es
mais."—Journal de Quebec, 1st Dec,

Romanisine TexDENcies.—It is instructiva
to note what, by sound Protestants are consider-
ed Romanising Tendencies, what are the out-
ward and visible signs of Popish proclivities,—
Anything it seems that tends to withdrasy man
from the pleasure and service of this world, and
to fix his attention upoo the things appertaimng
to the world te come, is by the more rigid Protest-
aots mmediately denounced as savoring of
Popery, as an impulse tovards Rome. -

Thus the Anglican Bishop of Salisbury pub-
lished a short tume ago a Circular to his clergy
wherein be recommended to them the practice
of occasional ¢ Retreats®—or religious retire-
ment, during the course of which, by prayer and
meditation upon God, Etermily, Heaven and
Hell, the minister in holy things might recruil
his faculttes, and brace hmse!f up for a more
vigorous struggle with the world, the flesh, and
the devil. This very sensible, and may we not
say Christian exhortation, has provoked an out
burst of indignation from the more staunchly Pro-
testant section of those to whom it was address-
ed. % What!” say the latter, ¢ would you have
us withdraw for a season, from the world, from
our comfortable homes, from our pleasaut dinner
tables, and from the cheerful social circle, to be-
come ascetics, aud anachorites, and eltogether as
are those besotted Romanists » /

Such 15 the reception which the Bishop of Sa-
lisbury’s well meant advice has met with from
many of his clergy. We are moreover assured
that, were that advice to be followed, that were

‘the clergy to give themselves.up for a season to

prayers, meditation, and seclusion from the world
% the enlightened Protestant people of this coun-
try ? would view such conduct with much ‘sus-
picion ; and that * they feel a-sured that such
clergy as mwht avail themselves of such retreats
a8 are now suggested would return to their par-
ishes only the more stronwly rmbued mth Rom:sh
tendencies.” .

Pratestaat intuittons arein this respect mfalhble.

‘Nothing can-be more true than that solitude; and

w:lhdrawal from. the - world, and renuvciation of
its pornps and vamties, - -and prayers, and medxtn-

short that savors of ascehcxsm, ot. sell demnl" and

to embrace the errore of Popery, dmsmooth and:

as 1t were make straight the way lo Rome.

‘Roine, in ‘the days of a Caligula or a Nero.

.'Cathohc communittes—or at all -eveats not to.
licn, and. self-exnmmanon, and . everythmg in.

tradltlons, enfeebled; though hiey; have,been by

roption on all unfortunates withn their reach.
All bell seemed to have broken loose, and Satan
held high holiday in the midst of the metropolis
of the land whose boast is that the Bible is ever
open.

Under such circumstances 1t is mamfest that
capital prnishment must lose all its deterrent
effects, and these lost, the gallows is shorn of its
peculiar excellence. The feelings which animate
the modern Protestant crowd around the scaffold,
are the same as those which in the days of
beathenism wnspired the {requenters of the Ro-
mac Games, and found their appropriate expres-
sion in the shouts of joy which bailed the ap-
pearance 1 the circus of the actorsabout to
engage in mortal combat, Men in our days go to
see an execution as of old they went up 1n early
morping to secure a good place in the Flavian
amphrlheatre,‘to witness . and gloat over the dy-
ing agonies of the fallen gladiator. An execution is
with us a spectacle of precisely the same char-
acter as were the ancient gladiatorial exbitions
with which the Emperors favared their subjectss
before Christianity bad extingmished their taste
for blood, and their morbid deligbt in the suffer-
ings of their fellow creatures, Protestantism
has undone the work of Christianity ; it has re-
produced 1n the large masses of ihe community
all the most repulsive traits of heathenism; the
same indifference to human life ; the same de-
light 1n buman suffering ; the same callousness of
heart whick we marvel at, as we read i ancient
annals how noble Roman matrons, and delicately
nurtured - virgins shrieked with ecstacy as the
gushing blood proclaimed how well the blow had
been aimed, or with reversed thumbs spurned
the petition of the wounded gladiator for mercy,
and bade him submit his throat to the point of
the victor’s sword, “Who can doubt that if the
old sports of the Roman amphitheatre were to
he renewed -in London to-day, those sports, in
epite of the. e open bible,” would be as pumerously
attended as they were in the days of lLeathen

A public execution in Protestant countries 18
-therefore but a barbarous brutalising exibibition,
iheuléate respect, for human’ life.  Not soin

the same extent : for 'in the most degreded of
these there- stili llnger some of the.old. Catholic.

‘modern progress. . . .Of - 0ld,. amongsh, our. fathers

y i
4 those of. the dyrng gladlator and: of Franz Mul-

gallows ; jand undeterred by fears of the police |

‘tendiog to encourage contempt, rather than. to |

er, ‘were not assailéd” mth brutal jests, and nibald

scoﬂiog, nor were’ hls eyes as-they - tooL farewell
of enrtb, doomed to encounter’ only the cruel,

unsympathtsmg gaze ‘of his fellow: suners, eager
for the spectacle of “his. agony. " 'Hé saw before
lim vot a crowd- of. prckpockets, hieves and
strumpets—fruit already ripening for the gallows,.
'—but of Christians, members of religious societieg.
and brotherhoods especially organised for the
pious'and charitable object of praying with and
for the dying,and of offering sufirages for the souls

of pesitent sinners departed. There was consola-
tion and edification “then in those days, in the
system of public executions. Criminals were
deterred from crime by a striking exbibition of
the infliction of man’s justlce, impassive, inexora-
ble, a stranger alike to vengeance and to mercy &
but they were consoled also by the presence of
religion, and by that doctrine of the Catholic
Church which teaches that all punishment suf-
ferered by the pemitent sinaer, borne in a proper
spirtt of humiliation and resigoation, and by him
united to the all meritorious sacrifice on Calvary,
becomes 1n one sense itself also a sacrifice, an
atonement, and an expiation.

An Anglican contemporary 18 grievously, but
we thiok needlessly excercised i spirit by the
% blessing of fwo new bells®® 'or the Parish
Church of this City, which ceremony took place
afew days age. Nor s this all, Some Pro-
testants were present at the ceremony ; and from
these things our contemperary aforesaid ¢ reahises
how great is the power of Romanism in Lower
Canada, and how unsafe it would be to entrust to
men thus influenced ihe ucbounded control over
religion and education in the Province.

Now all this1s very silly, and very 1aconsistent
as commg from a professing Anghcan. Does
not his Chureh, do not net is bishops solemaly
consecrate material and unc onscious substances)
such as stones, and bricks and mortar, to the
service of God ? do they not bless them, and by
stated rites, and set form of prayer dedicate them
to religious uses 7 Wherein, in priociple does the
blessing or consecralion of the bell of a chureh,
differ from the blessing or consecration of the
church itself ?

Did not the great King Solomon when he
burlded a house unto the Liord, act 1o like man-
per 7 did he not also bless, consecrate, and set
apart for specinl religious uses, the yessels of
gold, and the vessels ot silver which he placed
therein 7 Neither can we look upon this conse-
cration of material, manimate substances as a
vain thing or a superstitious usage—for the Lord
Himself ratified it. Was it nat, for instance, im-
puted 2s sin to Belshazzar the King, that he de-
filed these dedicated things, and laid sacrilegious
and unclean hands upon the sacred vessels which
bs father had brought with him from Jersalem?
why then should we doubt that the Lord still ac-
cepts the dedication uato Himself and to His ser-
vice of all His creatures—animate or mammate ?

The forms and ceremonies employed by the
Cathohe Church 1n the blessing of bells may
seem to our critic superstitious and eaniogless,
but this is 30 because he does not understand them,
because he does not know what doctrines are as
it were therein embodied. Ceremontes are as it
were the garmeats in which dogmas are wiapped
up ; andeven Anglicans do not scorn to 'use
them, as witness the rubric in the Anglican office
for baptism, wheremn the minister 1s enjomed to
“make a cross upon the child's forehead..”
With what show of consistency then, can they
object to Romish ceremonies, unless there be 1n
those ceremonies something indecent or evil
per s¢ T [a that making of the sign of the eross
upon the forehead of the newly baptized child,
positively enjomed by the Anglican kturgy, and
to which every Anglican clergyman prolesses to
give his unfeigned and unqualified assent, the en-
tire principle of * ceremonies,” or ‘the use of vi-
sible material signs as representalwes of things
mvisible and spiritual, is conceded ; and the dif-
ference m this respect betwixt Anghcans and
Romanists 13 but one of degree, not-of kind. If
our carping crluc were a little bet‘er acquamnted
with lns own nmal, acd the usages of his own sect
he would be a good deal 'more guarded in his
strictures on Romanism and Romish ceremonies.

Vie oe Micu. F. rI Pnnvos'r PTRE DE S,
S. pE MONTREAL. : E.. Senecal Montreal.
We have here a hnef but interesting: biogra-
graphlcnl notice: of 1belate Rev. M.. Prevost of
the Semmery, whlch will * we doubt not, prove
an acceptable’ oﬂ‘ermg to - the, Catholics - of ths
'Clty, amongst‘whom the deceased.long;prosecul-

in the faith, whose superstitions. we. oondemn, an

brance.



