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; their adoption. To a fair and equitable arrangement

he.wear a wig, and be called Attorney-General, our
first allegiance is due. . .

‘The sum of the matter is this. - *The Protestant
majority of Upper Canada have no more right to
1ax the Catholic minority for the support of Non-
Catholic schools, than bave the Catholic majority of
the Lower Province to tithe the Non-Catholic mi-
nority in favor of the Catbolic Chureh. = The #con-
cessions” to which the Leader alludes, we scorn..
We accept them, not as “ concessions,” but as in-
stalments of a debt Jong due, long unjustly witheld,
but which must be paid at last, and in full. The
Irish Catholics of Upper Canada, have too long.
groaned under the curse of * State Churchism™ in
Treland, to submit patiently to the equally degrading
and slavish yoke of State Schoolism-in the lund of

we are willing, nay anxious, to accede ; to an ar-
rangement which shall exempt all Catholics from
paying for the support of a Nen-Catholic school, or
school to which they are conscientiously opposed;
and which shall secure to them a fair share of all
public funds devoted by ‘the State to educational
purposes. If to this bonest arrangement Protes-

" MONTREAL, FRIDAY, FEB. 1, 1856.

:Up lo the time of going to press, the steamer of|
“the 10th had not been telegraphed.

“ DictaTion 38 MATTERS POLITICAL OF THE!
Roxan Catnoric Bisnop or Toroxro.”—Up-!
der this caption, the Montreal Herald ol yesterday:
reproduces an article of the Torento Leader, reflect-
ing severely upon the Pastoral Letter of His Lord- !
ship the Bishop of Toronto—wherein that Prelate
plainly tells the people committed to Lis charge, that!
itis their duty, as Catholics and Christians, so to
ezercise their political privileges as citizens, as foi
secure to their children the advantages of 2 saund!
Catholic religious education ; and that, if they ne-:
glect to do this, or encourage the present anti-Ca- |
tholic school system, by sending their children to)
Non-Catholic schools, they will be guilty of mortal;
sin. % ‘This,” says the Leader, “is trenching on po-
litical grounds, and we cannot aflford to allow his
dictation to pass unchallenged.” i

We would suggest, however, to the Leader and
the Herald that, in arrogating to itsell the right to!
control the education of the child, the State—whose:
legitimate functions are confined to the material or-
der—bas first of all been guilty of “ trenching® upon
the domaia of the moral and spiritual ; and that in

-opposing this tyrannical interference of the ciril pow-
er with the rights of the Chusch, the Bisliop of To-
roeto has but fulfilled a duty, forced upon him by the
previous ¢ dictation of the State in matters moral
apd spiritual”® < e sutor™—our cotemporary no.
doubt knows the proverb: and may perhaps sce its!
“application. - Let the State confine itself witlin its
own provinee, and mind its own business; let it repair
our roads, make bridges, regulate tariffs, inspect our
draias and backyards. These things it has the right
to do ; nor is there any fear that, whilst engaged in!
the performance of these, its sole legitimate functions,
it will encounter any interference or dictation from
he spiritual authority.  But let il also zbstain from
meddling where it hasno right to meddle ; wbere it
can do no good; and where, if it interferes at all,
it can iuterfere only for evil, Let it abstain from
dictating to Cathalics how, or by whom, their children
shall be educated ; for the children are theirs, not the
State’s; and it is to God and His Church alone, and
not to the State, that they are responsible for the
mapner in which they edueate them.

No. It is not the Church in Canada that inter-
feres with the State, and dictates in matters politi-|
cal, or appertaining of right to tbe State; but itis
the State that interferes with the Church; and that
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presumes to * dictate in matters mora) and spiritnal”
—~~in matters that affect map, as an immortal and re-
spensible being ; in matters, therefore, that apper-
tain of right solely to the Chureb, It is against this
interference that the Bishop of Taronto protests;
it is this atlerapted “ dictation” to the Chureh that
be resists, and calls upon all faithful Catholies to re-
sist—as, please God, they will resist; it is this tyran-
nical encroachment upon the rights of Catholics, that

“he condemns, and calls upon his faithful people to
oppose by the legitimate exercise of their political
-privileges, We thank God that we have such a
Bishop—so mindful of his duty—so watchful over the
spiritual interests of his flock—so zealous to remind
them of their duties—and so faithful in giving them a
~warning of impending dangers. Our hope is that
~the Catholic laity of Upper Canada may approve
themselves worthy of such a Pastor. :
The ZLeader also gravely tells us—poor man—
bt this spirited action of His Lordship the Bishop
of Toronto, *is clearly an attempt to call in ques-
tion the right of Catholics, vn pain of incurring the
censure of the Church, t6 send their children to any
common school, no matter how inaccessible any other
means of instruction may be.”” This we deny ; for

. -we altogether deny the right of Catbolics—as Ca-

* -1bolics—to send their children to schools condemned

- by ‘the Church as “ altogether dapgerous,” As
against the Chureh, Catholics can have o such

Tight: and thie Bishop of Toronto isnot so destitute

_Of common sense as to call in question that which

.doegnot exist. "Would the physician be justly ob-

-noxious to the reproach of disregard for the physical

.well-being of his patient, should lie advise him to

‘abstain - altogether from poisoned food—even if no

“other pourishment were within the sick man’s reach?

Assuredly not. . And it is thus that the Bishop deals

_with’ the flock whose immortal interests bave been

commitled to his keeping ; and for whose souls he will
one day have to answer—not - to a newspapér editor,
aor to a member of Parliament, but—to that Great
+God Himself, to Whon, rather than to.man, though
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i # Freedom of Religion.”

tants will not consent—then will we be compelled to
adopt the Voluntary system in education as is reli-
gionpas the only means left us of securing for our-
selves and children, © Freedom of Education™ and

The accounts that we continually receive of the
progress of Catholicity in the Upper Province, of the
zeal of the people, and of their anxiety and heroic
sacrifices to secure to their children the blessing of a
sound Catholic education, are most encouraging.

fatigable pastor, the Reverend Mr. Maclachlan of Alexan-
drin; to  whose exertions ‘we aro”indebted - for the esta-
blishment in gur midst of these religious communitics, and
for the proud distinction of being the first place in the
Upper Provinee where the # Sisters” and * Brothers of 5.
Jogeph” have been established. . '

“From this Sir you will see that our Scotch Catholics
of Glengarry have not degencrated, and are the worthy
descendants of brave forefathers. Nowhere in Canada—I
may safely say nowhere in America—-is there o people
more devotedly attached to their religion, more obsdient
toits precepts, or more ready to make sacrifices in its
behalf, than the Scotch Catbolics of Glengarry. One
thing only do we want; and that, is more laborers in this
portion of the Lord’s vineyard, It were indeod much to

ed with the Gaelic lauguage, could be sent amongstus;
for amongst our people tbere ar¢ many uunable to speak
any other language.
“[ remain yours sincerely,
# A Scorcu Carnono.”

Al honor to the brave Catholics of Glengarry !
We fear however, that at the present time, poor
Scotland has not many priests to spare. In ibat
Jand, now for nigh three centuries abandoned to the
gloomy and degrading superstition of Calvinism, so
long a prey to Protestanism in its most loathsome
form-—given over to drunkenness, and all uncleanness
—and alas! only too justly obnogious to the re-
proach of being “ the most drunken acd imworal”
country in Europe—the priest of the Catholic Church,
the presence of the Christian Missienary, is more
ceeded, than amoagst the most brutalised savages of
the South Pacific. To preach Chlristianity in the
fetid dens of Glasgow—to inculcate the first pre-
cepts of morality, chastity, and temperance, upon
tbe debauched and thoroughly depraved inbabitants
of the large cities of Scotland—will be no easy task ;
and will require the noremitting energy of every man
whom the Church can spare.  Scotland is berself a

Scotchmen and Irishmen vie with one another, as
to who shall do most for ‘the good cause; and in this
ncble strife both show themselves equally worthy of |
the vietor’s crown. '

One great difficulty which our Upper Capadian
Catholics have to contend with is, the want of duly
qualified teachers for their schools. Our friends
Jabor under many other disadvantages besides, from
which we'in the Lower Province are free. They
are surrounded by a numerous, wealthy, and intensely
anti-Catholic population, from whom it isin vaio to
expect justice ; and who seruple not to avail them-
selves of their numbers, and their political infiuence,
to oppress their Catbolic fellow-citizens. The
“ I'reedom of FEducation™ which the Protestant mi- |
nerity of the Lower Province enjoy to the fullest ex-
tent, 2nd upon which no Catholic wishes te encroach,
is always grudged, and too often entirely denied, to
the Cathelic minority of the Upper, where the ad-
winistration and interpretation of a very defective
School Law are entrusted toa very smart, but very bi-
goted and unscropulous Anti-Catholic Chief Superin-
tendent. Under these adverse circumstances great
efforts must be made, and many sacrifices undergone,

Missionary country. She needs Lelp from, hut can
send none to other and more favored lands; and so
far from being desirous of seeing one Catholic priest
sent from Scotland, we hope and trust that the day
may yet come, when, mindful of the worse than
Lieathen darkness of their countrymen on the other
side of the Atlantic, the Scoteh Catholics of Glen-
garry shall send their missionary priests to bring
back their long erring, yet fondly remembered, fel-
low-couatrymen to the truth—to give light to them
that now sit in darkpess, and in the region and sha-
dow of death.

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

farsuant to nolice, the investigation into the cir-
eumstances connecled with the fire io the property of
the Cangregational Nunnesy, on the night ¢f the 27th
December last, commenced on Friday of last week
at 2, r.v. We give a condensad report of the proceed-
ings.

His Honer the Mayor opened the mvestigation by
propounding three questions,upon which the Commit-

tee were to pranounce their opinion -~
1. « Were the hose cut ?*

by the Catholics minority who wish fo avail them-
selves of the imperfect provisions of the existing
Laws upon education ; and it is no less our interest
than our duty to lasten to the aid of our ill-ireated
bretbren of Upper Canada; and by every lawiul
means within our reach, to secure lor them those in-
estimable blessings of + Freedom of Religion™ and

“Freedom of Education,” which we here so abun-

dantly possess. Neither for ourselves, nor for our
co-religionists, do we ask any especial privileges; we
deprecate all ascendency of one party over another—
we desire neither Protestant nor Catholic ascendancy
in Canada ; we demand only equal rights for both;
and that the Catholic minority of the Upper Pro-
vince be in all respects, as liberally dealt with as are
the Protestant minority in the Lower. '

But if we wish to extort justice from our oppo-
nents, we must show ourselves in earnest in demand- |
ing it; we must convince them that nothing less will
satisfy us, and that we will use every means within
our reach, 1o carry out the teachings of the Catholic
Church upon the all important topic of education.—
It is therefore with no ordinary feelings of satisfac-
tion that we this day beg to call the attention of our
readers to the generous efforts of the Catholics of
Alexandria in this matler; recommending their con-
duct to the imitation of the Catholics of the Upper
Province, of all origins. .

Alexandria is but a small village, whose population
is, for the most part, made up of Scotch Catholics;
men who reflect honor upon their country, and of
whom their Church may be justly proud. ‘They had
long felt and lamented the want amongst them of
good Catholic sehools, presided over by duly qualified
teachers. ‘This want has at last been fully supplied.
First—schaols fsr boys under the charge of the
“ Brothers of St. Joseph,” have been established in
their village ; and from the following letter it will be
seea that the good work has been still further carried
out, by the opening of female schools, under -the
auspices of the ¢ Sisters” of the same Order. A
correspondent writes under date of 27th ult. :(—

“Dran Sm—You will bo delighted to Jearn that' the
long expected Sisters of St- Joseph arrived here, to the
number of-five, on Friday last, from St. Lawrent, Three

of them ere 1o reibain here permanently, and will open
their schaols on Fridsy next, under tho.patronage of the

-Blessed Virgin,

‘¢ The arrival of the Sisters was snnouncoed by the joy-
ful pealing of the bells from our Church, and of those of
the Brothers’ Schools. Oar citizens had made abundant

reparations for the reception of their anxiously looked
or guests ; and although they are not; gencrally spesking,
wenlthy, they on bis oceasion approved themselves by
their liberality, an lionor to their conntry and their creed,

“Tor the present, the *Sisters have taken.up their
abode at the old Presbytery, which has heen: fitted up by |.
the liberal donations of our people as well ag eircumstan-
ces would admit, for their reception. But it i3 intended
#oon to 8si rbout building suitable schoo! honsges for both
the * Sisters’ and tho ¢ Brothers of St. Joseph" who have
go kindly given their services to vs. To enable ug- to
carry out theso ‘designs, any, donations from the many |
Scoteh Catholics seattered over this conlinent, or fromany
other charitable persons, well wishers to the cnuse of Ca-

-saw anything like the constant bu

2. ¢ 1f not cut, why were they unserviceable 7

3. « Did the firemen, or any portion of them, ne-
gleet their doty 7

The following witnesses were then examined upon

oath.
The Mayor, depused—That on the evening in ques-
tioo, he was early at the fire. That his attention was
called to the constant bursling of the hose as fast as
they were laid down. That at first the fire was
thought to be in Mr. Holland’s buildings; and that
the hose being carried 1n, burst and damaged many
of the goods. Al last the tire was discovered to be in
the Nun’s property. Heard rumors that the hose
were being ent. Saw two. men doing something to
the hose under the gateway. Ranto the spat; men
ran away ; and upon examining, found the hose had
burst, or had been cut. Two policemen came up Lo
him, and reported that the hose had beencut. Asked
—¢ why they had not arrested the scoundrels?’ Did
rot take names or numbers of the policemen. Was
much excited, and said openly that hose had been
cut, and with key pipes. Alterwards, from what he
saw and heard, was induced to believe that bursling
was accidental. Did noet thiok that mmech reliance
was {0 be placed on report of the policemen, seeing
that they did not arrest the men whom they saw cut-
ting the hose. Was much surprised bowever at what
he saw ; and agreed with M. Valois, who was on the
ground, that there was something extraordinary about
it. Never saw the like before at any fire, though he
had attended many. Saw men of the ¢ Voltigeur —
a French Canadian company—work hard. Heard
jokes passing amongst the men about bursting of
hose ; and reproved them for their ill-timed levity.
Being distinetly asked, whether—if the hose were
riot malicicusly cut—there must not have baen great
negligence ?7— His Honor 1eplied—¢ Yes, there must
have been great negligence.” ‘

Dr. Trudel sworn—deposed to the fact of the hose
bacoming unserviceable every moment ; but had no
personal knowledge of the canse.

Mr. Beaudry, sworn—Deposed to the same effect.
Hose always bursling ; engines in consequence use-

bursting,  Afler the fire, French Canadian firemen
Jodged complaint with him of having been pumped
upon maliciously by the other fire companies. Never
rstiiig of the hose al
any previous firs. A e
M. La Bréche, Branchman of ¢ Hero,” sworn—
Dejosed that he was early on the gronnd. ¢ Volli-
geur’s’ hose having become unserviceable, prevailed
upon that company to supply him with water, whilst
the ¢ Hero” played vpon fire. - Effected an entrance
into building on fire, with some of his comrades, and
commenced playing on the fire. Immediately, the
« Neplune® and * Prolector,” at a distance of about ten
or fifteen feet, directed their stream fu]l upon him and
his comrades, so as to reuder their position almoat un~
tenable~-although there was no fire in the immediate
directivn-in which these engines were ithrowing their
water. . Bepged and prayed of them todesist,in vain,
his remonstrances were disregarded; though they must
have been heard: - At last went to Captain of ¢ Nep-

treatment. Got laughed at for his pains, and was told
that it was pot done intentionally.” Replied ¢ If you
want to be respected, you must not speak that way to

tholie educatiop, will be thenkfally received by our inde-

. e s

be desired that a few priests from Scotland well acquaint-

the ¢ Neplune® and ¢ Proleclor” pumped upon himg
intentionally, Does not think that the Firemen, ge.
nerally, were active fo extinguish the fire; for lhag
they been so, they would have pumped on the fire
and not upon him and his comrades, who wera haré
at work.: . S oo
This witness was then asked, if at a meetine of fire.
men he had not professe? himself saiistied With the
excuses offered by the men of the ¢ Neplune” any
4 Protecior” engines. He replied that, at the meat-
ing referred to, he had done so; and, asa Christian
for the sake of peace. But that before the Commiueé
e was upon oath ; and asa Christian must tel] the
plain truth, and the whele 1ruth,  He therefore must
state that, 1o the best of his belief, he was pumped
upon purposely, and to prevent him from eXtinagish.
ing the fite in the Nuw’s building ; as the men who so
ill-treated him were near enough to distinguish him
or at all events to hear his cries to them to desist,
Francis Farrell sworn—depesed—that he was at
tha fire. Saw hose burst repeatedly. Never saw such
bursting before at any ene fire. ~ Saw ¢ Volligeur? and
“ Hero” companies— French Canadians—playing on
fire, Knew that the men at the ¢ Neptune”? were
pumping ; but did not see where the branchmen of
that engine were diracting their stream of water,—
This witness, after much delay, admitted that he
had stated at a meeting held for the purpose of orean-
ising an Irish Catholic Fire Company—that he had
found great difficulty in getlting five men ta work toze.
ther on the night of the fire in question, - °
Patrick Cassidy, of the Hoze Company, sworn—
Deposed that he was at the fire, and saw hose inces-
santly bursting, Heard one man of the ¢ Union® 53
to the others—+¢ Come, boys—pack up—le! the piace
burn away—we con get no waler.”® At the same time
there was water in abundance ; and he pointed out to
a man named Pheby, a plug from which a stream of
waler was running to waste. [ Zhis lost named men
is, S0t s soid, insane.] Did not think that the fire-
men, generally, showed their;usual zeal. Did not see
any hose cut; bt if they were not cut, they must
have been in an insofficient slate.: Believes 1hat the
t¢ Queen’ engine did nothing. No obstiuctions ousht
to be allowed in the hose. T

The investigation was then adjourned 1ill Monday,
at2 e ; on which day the members of the Com-
mittee having assembled : i

John Gallagher of the Hose Company was swom
—Deposed that he was unable to assign any reason
for the extraordinary and constant bursting of the
hose ; heard that they were cut, but had no personal
knowledge of the jact, Men of the  Queen” engine
refused to take a runof water which he offered them,
and their engine did nothiog, At the time the ¢ Queen?
refused to work, the fire was raging slrongest. It
secemed to him that there was a want of zeal amongst
some of the Fire Companies—the ¢ Union” amongst
others. Thal enging—the witness added—was gene~
rally the first to go to work ; but on this occasion kept
fumbling about, fost time, and did little or nothing.—
Men of the Hose Companies were not unwilling to
work. Saw water ranming in all directions ; the yard
was flooded with water. There seemed to'be neglect;
Firemen did not exert themselves as usual ; saw a
want of exertion, which he had pever wilnessed be-
fore.The «Queen” engine did not work atall ; though
there was nothing to prevent it. If ¢ Queen® and
¢ Union® had worked, the fire would have heen ex-
tinguished souner. If the hose. were. not cvi, they

less—but had no persenal knowledge of cause of hose !

‘60

tune,”? and remonstrated with him unon such infamous |
b 4

must have been.in 2 bad state of repair.

Mr. Shost, Captain of ¢ Afontreal®? engine, swWorn~—
Deposed that he was early on the ground. The Cap-
tain of the ¢ Neptune® tojd him not te wotk—un order
which he disregarded. Got his engine to- work, and
played away on the fire which was blazing; though
he did not commence so soon as he would have done,
had it not been for the orders given him by the Cap-
tain of the ¢ Neptune,” Believes that the hose were
the same as those which burst when on trial at Que-
boc, to the disgrace of the Fire Company. They were
called ¢ fred’s Hose.” Would not, if |Chief Engi-
geer, use a hose that was a diggrace 10 him, Count-
ed five] bursts on ihe hose leading to his engine.—
Could not say from his pessonal knowledge how they
occurred,  Some said hose were blocked up with ice;
othars said with charcoal. It is the duty of the Chief
Engineer to see hose kepy in a state of efficiency.

M. Ls Blanc—Advocate—sworn—Deposed that he
saw hose constantly bursling ; and was much alarmed
10 consequence ; but had no personal knowledge of
their being cut.” Men of Canadian Companies told
him they could do nothing, as their hose were cut.—
Rematked that there ought to be an investigation.—
Heard Capadian firemen complain that they were
preventedjtrom working by the other Comparies pump-

‘ing upon them. Saw the men; their clothes were

frazen on their bodies, and they seemed almost ex-
Lausted. Saw none of the men of the English Com-
panies in a similar exhausted state. ,

B: Devlin, Esq., sworn— Deposed to the constant
and_disgraceful bursting of the hose.. Saw several
engines doing'nothing, but standing perfectly uselesa.
This was the first thing that struck bim with surprise.
Heard that hose bad been cut ; spoke to the’ Mayor,
who said that they had been cut. From what he saw,
was led to make a communication to the Taue Wit~
NESS; in order that such disgraceful  circumstances
might ba investigated, and measures taken to pre-
vent their repetition. When the fire was raging, saw
eogines standing idle—the men lavghing and joking.
Mareus Doherty, Esq., swomn— Daposed to having
heard the witness Farrell complain of the condict of
the men at the fire in question. o

_Benoit Bastien—¢ Hook and' Ladder Company®~—
sworn—Deposed that he.conld say nothing as to -the
cause—but “that the liose.wera constantly becoming
ureerviceable. " Got into the burning building, "and
endeavored lo rescue some valuable gbjects, “belong-
ing to the Nuons, fiom the flames, Was threatened
with personal viclence for sodoing, by some of the
other men’; and whilat endeavering to make his es-
cape with the pictures; crucifixes, &e., that he had

flected, ‘was pumped upon, by-—ta the best of his
beliéf—the ¢ Profector.”  Knows that it was nol any
of the French-Caogadian enygines that pumped upon
him. There was 1o fire in the direction in'which he

‘wasg,” When) he was pumped upon ; and;therefore be-
lieves that be was so treated, in order ‘to compei. him

to abandon ths Nun’s propesty that he had in_ his
arms, and which fie-was endeavoring to rescue ‘from
the flames.. " - -+ -~ - - - . e

~“Robert -Vernor, sworn—Deposed “that- he was.a

-branchman of the < Queen’’—that that" engine did oo~
thing—did not think it was wanted. ' Thought the
‘men were-fou eager and that if one or {wo-of the en-

men who'speak: 10' you respecttcily.”  Believes that

D N T

gmes had beenont of the way,

“the ‘fire. woj‘ﬂ‘cr.g have




