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HIGH SCHOOL HISTORY.

In continuing our examination of the
text books which Catholic children must
read, if they frequent undenominational
public schools, we find ourselves at that
eventful period from 1558 to 1608, during
which the notorious Queen Elizabeth
held the sceptre of England. To quote
at any length from the worke we are ex-
amining would require far more space
than we can afford; but it would never
do to puss over that very much misre-
presented- and exceedingly eventful
epoch.

Take chapter XV, beginning at page
1384 ; it opens with the remark of Eliza-
beth on ‘receiving - the news of her suc-
cession to the throne: “ It is the Lord’'s
doing, and it is marvellous in our gyes.”
A most hypocritical remark and a poor
parody upcn the sublime response of the
Most Holy Virgin when she declared her-
self the ‘‘handmaid of the Lord.” In

. giving her character the author treats
the studente to the following piece of
nonsense : “ As a woman Elizabeth had
many and great faults; {(which are glossed
over as skilfully as possible) ; a8 a queen
we can scarcely admire her too much.
She could truly say at the end of her
reign, ‘| have ever used to set the last
judgment day before mine eyes and so to
ryle as I shall have to answer before a
h!gher judge, to whose judgment seat I
do appeal that never thought was
cherishad in my heart that tended not to
my people's good.! ” After speaking of
hor love of popularilty and fondness for
gaiety, dress and coquetry, we are told.
that * Elizabeth was not a mere vain
coquette. She had a deep sense of her
duty as a queen, and the wisdom to
ohoose good councillors; while she often
saw more clearly what was for her
people’s good than they did themselves.”
Then comes an account of the religious
struggles on the continent (page 135), in
which all the odinm is cast on the
shoulders of the Catholic Church and all
"the mufferings and glory become the
share of her epemies. “Heunry II. of
France was struggling to pub down his
Protestant subjects, the Huguenots, and
Philip was burning heretics in Spain.
# % % + Now the Netherlanders had
become staunch Protestanits, and were
already beginning to grow restless under
the. rule ¢f Philip II. and the Inquisi-

tion.” '

“ Elizabeth was careful not to pressthe

" lower clergy too hard, (page 136). No
notice was taken of those who neglected to
~ come and take the path of siipremaey, and
in many places the parish priest went on
‘holding Mags in his house for the Roman
_ Catholics, while he used the Englieh ser-
vice in the church. Mathew Parker, a
learned. and prudent .man, was made
Archbishop. of Canterbury, and for a
time Eliznheth &voxded religious dleputes
~8uch as were going on abroad.” = Every-
." one who -knowa, aught of; Cs.thollclt.y is’
_-aware that what'is hére related about
"; t.he pr:eet “hmdmg ‘Mass” in his: own
: d readmg ‘heretical prayexs in’
lxe pure and_simple. It re-
For; ..elemen&ary knowledge

nature, the Seotch went fartber than the

| English, and became followers of the

great teacher, Jobn Calvin, of Geneva ;”
and again/—‘Many of the monasteries
had bécorie corrupt, and the nobles were
jealous of ‘the wealth and power of the
Church.” Throughout the whole history
we find that minor key of “‘corrupt mon-
asteries,” “immoral monks,” “murderous
priests;” and “wicked nups,” played
upon by the avowedly impartial author.
What effect these unjustifiable and un-
qualified statements must bave upon
young pupils can be readily imagined.
Let us go to page 142. “But still the
Roman Catholics were restless,” and so
would any ather body of individuals be
under tbe laws enacted agrinst them
and with the sword of Democles con-
stantly suspended above their heads:
“and the next year, 1570, Pope Pius V.
excommunicated (and properly so) Eli-

their allegiance. Parliament, in return,
made more siringent laws against Roman
Catholics, and the Pope, angry that his
‘Bull of Excommunication’ had so little
effect, made nse of a banker named Re-
dolfi, to revive the plan of Mary’s mar-
risge with Norfolk, and to plot with
Spain, to dethrone Elizabeth.” This is
certainly bad and silly enough, coming
from an evidently sane man and pre-
tended historian. But he adds the vile-
ness of baseless insinuation when he
hints at the Pope’s favoring assassina-
tion. “A man was found in Madrid who
agreed to assassinate the Queen.”

From this we are requested to jump
right into an account of the famous
massacre of St. Bartholomew. Here the
Catholic party receives no gquarter
There i8 not perhaps in the history of
the world an event that has been more
fearfully miestated and on account of
which more baseless accusations have
been hurled at the adherents of a faith,
than that of the 24th August, 1572. Of
course this is not the time nor place to
expose the vile manner in which facts
have been distorted in order to cast the
odium of that sad event upon the heads
of innocent people; but it furnished the
Protestants a grand “ peg whereon to
hang an argument,” and they have used it
‘“for all it was worth.” Here is how the
High Bchool History tells of the mas-
gacre: “The French King's mother,
Catharine de Medici, and the Roman
Catholic dukes, the Guises, fearing that
the Huguenots were growing too strong.
exciled the mob in. Paris against them.”
After this partly exact and principally
inexact statement, we are told that a
hundred thousand Huguenots were
killed. Yet we will show, in the near
futlure, in & special article upon this sub-
ject, that scarcely eight thousand vie
tims could be counted in all France,
“This terrible triutaph of the Roman
Catholics” is given as the cause of Eliza-
beth’s determination to side wilth the
Protestants against the Catholics. In
the fixat place, it was no more a Catholic
triumph than would the meresacre of
Catholic missionaries, . by a band of
savages, be & Protestant triumph ; and
in' the. second place, long before that
event occurred, Elizabéth had so sided

cuted the Catholics that her excom-
municaticn was already stale.

- Let us just reverse the medal fora
moment. How does the historian ex.
plain and justify the murderers of
Catholic priests during the t.wenty years
fo]lowmg 15767 ° Truly in all that
‘period - of "‘time were the wol¥es. and the

lision' to how.the 11__#;-

aered‘ "a;Yet. the chlldreu ale told of

Qi r'nensenee,of these 80" called - facts: | thesd
- Spea.kmg of Scotland, on'the same pa,ge,
o we find the follomng——thhout commeént
.- { or explanation :=—~“Stern and earnest by

zabeth, and absolved her subjects from |

with the Protestants and had so perse-

pneet_e equally bunted down and slaugh- "

following'” e.nntlona, exousés atid jug
tiﬁca.t.lons

sec. 10

been in t.mmng at Doualj, in Fra.nce, on

the salvation of the country depended on
bringing - the people back under the
Pope’s authority. (We don’t see the
awful crime in entertaining such = rea-
sonable belief.) In 1576 they began to
travel secretly over the land, holding
services and distributing tracts against
the Queen, inciting men to rebellion. The
Government became seriously alarmed ;

the priests were taken prisoners wherever
they were found, and during the next
twenty years & large number were put
to death. (Of course this is explained to
the children as quite justifiable on ac-
count of their supposed rebellious con-
duct.) But their work bore its fruit.
In 1583 & plot was discovered, headed by
a Roman Catholic, Francis Throgmorton,
to murder Elizabeth and put Mary on
the throne, and it was clear that the
Spanisb ambassador knew of it. Throg-
morton was executed, and the leading
men of England, now thoroughly afraid
of harm to their Queen, formed an asso-
ciation, in which they pledged them-
selves, with the consent of Parliament,
¢ to pursue Lo the death any one plotting
against the Queen, as well us uny person
in whose behalf they plolted.’”

How very innocent all this seems! The
italics are in the text. What a nice ex-
cuse for the organization of a regular
band of murderers, protected by the law
in their unlimited xight to perseciite
Catholics. We can well imagine how a
good Protestant teacher would comment
upon. these perverted statemenis, and the

influence such teaching wouid have upon

the young Catholic studeut. But we
must close this articie, as it is growing
somewhat lengthy, but before bidding
farewell to “Good Queen Bess,” we must
not omit her exclamation (page 146) on
hearing of the defeat of the Spanish Ar-
mada. The historian tells us that the
pious (?) Queen exclaimed, *Affiavit
Deus, el dissipati sunt,” “God breathed
and they were scattered.”” The old hy-
pocrite seems to have bad a weakness
for Scriptural texts, especially when she
could by any twisting apply them to her-
self or her actions,

We have said sufficient tc give an
idea of the prejudice against the Catholic
faith that is observable in these text-
books. Howsever, we have not yet done
with them. In another issue we will re-
fer to the History of Canada as taught in
the High Schools. In order not to lose
sight of the object in view, we will repeat
that one of the greatest objections Catho-
lics have to undenominational schools is
in the fact that their children are trained
in an atmospere that is dungerous to their
faith. It is alive with germs of anti-
Catholic prejudices, and the young and
easily impressed and affccted minds
absorb these poisonous seeds; the result
in simply a deadly moral plague that is
not only contagiousbut mortal. Although
a child is never asked to juin in Protest-
ant prayers,vor in the expounding of
the .Scriptures, nor yet in the religious
instructions given, still the confidence,
respect, and love for the Fuith are wiped
out by slow degrees, and indifferentism,
irreligion, and final anti-Catholic preju-
dices are the result.
prove that these public schools are a
public menace to therising generation.--

T —
-IT 18 A VERY significant -fact that 99

most dletlcuvely Irish body. ‘that ever sat
outside of College Green.. Irlehmen are

_ movmg—-Home Rule in- commg

'We quote from” page 144,
. ‘For:some time. past 3. numberf
of young Englleh Romsan Catbolies had:

purpose to be sent as missionaries to.
‘England. These men firmily belicved that .

We propose - to’

per cent. of delegates to t.he Gebhohc.
| Congress bore Irish names. It was the

Our, readers are all s.wa.re of - the im-
mense emount of good that has beendona
by the Cathollo Sailorw’ Club, the aplendid
concerts given, the - amusements, litera-
‘ture, and other accomodations furnished
for the benefit of the sen-farers. Noth-
ing more prs.lsewort.hy, nothing-more de-
serving of eucoura.gement. But while the
members of the Club are domg their ut-
most to draw the sailors away from Tow
and vile resorts, there are .two of these
dens of wickedness right under the win-
dows of the club room, and the crimps
attached to these so-called hotels are us-
ing every means in their power to entice
the “jolly tars” into the meshes of their
employers. Leaving aside any question
of doubtful morality, there is an atmos-
phere of crime and bad whiskey about
these places that is sufficient to brmg a .
plague upon a whole country.

To be more precise we refer to the gin-
shop, dancing-room style of houses to
be found in the vicinity of the docks.
It may, or may not, be true, but we are
informed that steps had been taken to
close up these hot beds of iniquity ; but

the people of the west end thought that

their existence would keep the worst
class of sailors from going up town for
recreation. If this be the reasdh why
these places ars allowed to continue as
they are, and their inmates—male and
female—to ply their traffic, we say that
it is a miserable subterfuge and unwor-
thy of any Christian community. Only
tlie other day a poor victim waa kicked
senseless on the open street, in front of
onesof these houses, and publicly robbed.
The hour was noon, and not a guardian
of the peace was to be found within ten
minutes walk of the locality. A member
of the Catholic Club was badly beaten
there not long since; but as the sailors
have a reapect for the Club aund its
members, the miscreant who did the deed
had to leave the city to escape punish-
ment at ‘the hards of the angry sea-
men.

Here is the general method of proce-'
dure in such houses. One of the hangers-
on goes up to a sailor and aeks him to
change & five dollar bill. The bill has
been given for this purpose to the fellow.
The sailor generally pulls out his money,
and if he has a sufficiently large roll he
is treated, brought into the long-room
and finally comes out minus his money.
Once his hard-earned wages are frans-
ferred to the yawning coffers of the
rendezvous, he is beaten, kicked ont on
the street and sent adrift without any
redress. Thisis of ‘'weekly oceurrence,
and yet the authorities are aware of it,
and the police manage Lo keep religivus-
ly away from thescene. At about seven
in the evening the Iong-room — half
theatre, half beer garden—with its little
tables and its miserable stage, is flung
open. 'The siilors flock in and the

waiters are kept busy bringing in the
liquor. A paid employes makes 1 cer-
tain amount of discord upon a badly
beaten.piano; .a sailor gets up and sings
a sopg ;. another dauces a jig; loud ap-
plause from the t.a.blee, more drinks
called for. " All this lime the man with
the most ~money -js spotted. About
eleven o’clock that man is drunker than
anyone else around him. The fun goes
on; the room -i8 suffocating from
tobacco smoke, and blue with oaths and
obrcene langnage; a virago moves abont
with arms akimbo and & face like the
harvest moou; a signal is given; a fight
begins; thelights all go out; the man
with the most. money comes out with
‘empty -pookets and & battered head,
When all is over the police turn up and
they order the lights to be re-lit; no-ar-
reats are made; it was too dark tosee
-anyone.  For fifteen years, and almost
.every night, ‘during -navigation sedson,
‘this -has been ‘going on. We ask_ the
authorities if- they are lgnora.nt. of all
| this, or, if aware “of it, why, therais no
et.op put, Lo such open violation' ot' the




