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CATHOLIC PROGRESS—COMING FORTH-FROM
R -THE CATACOMBS.. g

‘fn this new Continent, in the heart of the freshness
and Jife and activity of malerial enterprises, the Cath-
olic Church has hitherto been at work, like the leaven
hid in the three. measures of meal. Alongall the banks
of the American rivers the ‘Kingdom of Heaven has
been planted ingreat humility, and small asthe grains
of mustard-seed, - But now already theleaven is affect-
ing the entire mass, and the mustard seed is grow-
ing apace in the sight of the whole world. - Already
the Gospel of. the Church of God is preached in the
listening ears of the entire nation. It standg, as it
must ever stand, a witness and a testimony, convine-
ing thuse who acoept ‘it, and condemning those that
reject it.. . S

At length in America the Church has come forth
from the Catacombs. No longer is it only in the. rude,
shanty, and stript of external pomp, that the truth can
be heard in our land. Tar and wide in our cities,
Cathedrals and splendid Churches rear their vast and
solemn arches, and once more in the conviction of all
men the Catholic Church is showing herself the true
Mother of the Arts, and the mistress and teacher of the
magnificent and the ideal. ¢ Ah, yes!”” it was said
to us a few weeks ago, by one of those fine intellec-~
1nal characters, who still refuse to accept the whole
Truth where alone it is to be found, and grope for
light where there is darkness only—* ah, yes! it is
there you conquer us. Cathedrals, aud that whole
erasp of the external by the spiritual world, is the
special property of the Roman Communion.”” The
remark was_in reply to a somewbat ironical excuse
given by us for deferring the discussion of some inte-
resling but not very practical questions, on the ground
that our columns were likely for some weeks to be oc-
cupied with chronicling the counsecration of a series of
Cathedrals.

And is it not indeed a wonderful thing? What we
speak of is not any studied or concerted efforts on the
part of the Catholic Churchto do something grand and
imposing. 1t is prompted by a want and a recessity ;
and those who are accomplishing it, so far from glory-
ing and exulling in it as a great thing, bemoan them-
selves because their performances come so far short of
the needs of the faithful. -Catholies multiply by hun-
drads of thousands, and cry out for altars before which
10 kneel and worship. Sees and Bishops are multi-
plicd, and the faithful demand vast Cathedrals where
they may assemble to receive the blessings of their
Chief Pastors, This is the spirit still new and yet old.
T'his is the need—tihe necessity—ihat stimulates 1o
Catholic exertion. But the result is that the dilettanti
turn away from Wall Street and Broadway, from the
shrines of Mammon and the temples of dead and wi-
thered Protestantism, to see in the Catholic Church
whose consecration we recorded last week, the truth
and perfection of an art that lives aud speaks, that is
twice beautiful because it is also appropriate. to its
purpose. They visit Albany, and the object that first
draws their attention as they approach that eity is the
Cathedral, the lofty bulkiness of which the visitor na
longer remembers when from within he examines its
soft lines and mellow light, und admires the beauly of
uf art in the sculptured stoneof the Altar brought from
Europe to crown the splendor of the Sanctuary. When
they reach Boflulo they see auother great Cathedral
rising above the level of the city, and hastening to its
compietion. They go on to Cleveland and find ano-
ther Cathedral of imposing character, consecrated but.
a few weeks ago, and the fact recorded only in a pass-
ing newspaper paragraph, as if the fruit of so many
labors wus but an every-day occurrence. Yet they
may enter itand admire the oak carvings of the Altar-
piece. And if they care to inquire whence they come,
they ruay learn that the Catholic Faith inspired ina
simple joiner the talent for their workmauship. They
are from St. Paul-de-Leon, in Britanny, and are due
to the chisel of St. Yves, who has restored architectu-
ral harmony 1o so many churches of Little Brittany,
always under the leamned guidance of a de Courcy,
who labors as devotedly to imprint the mark of his
Catholic genius on archeology, as the distinguished
biother of his house does on periodical literature.

3ut the lover of the fine arts may travel on with his
admiration still renewed from Cleveland to Detrott,
and from Detroit to Milwaunkee, and thence to Du-
buque, finding Cathedrals either just finished, or in
progress, till he gets back to Cincinnati, where a
splendud Cathedral has been finished these many
yoars. Thence he may visil Louisville, to see another
tloma of a Catholic Cathedral newly overshadowing
the cily, and thence to Nashville, and so down to New
Orleans, and then to Mobile, where the mortar is
-searcely yet dry on the splendid monument of Catho-
«lig piety in generons-Alabama. fn Savanuah he will
find the work of Cathedrul building already spleudidly
inauguraled in that newly erected See ; and in Char-
lestou he will see the same thing far advanced. ¥Wheu
he has got back 1o Philadelphia he may sce the gi-
gantic toundations of the new Cathedral there, and
ilsbirg, with oue almost finished and surpassed by
vory few, if by any, inthe country, will still be un-
visited.
_ These instances ot Cathedrals and Cathedral build-
inz are imperfect from our want of minuteinfermation,
aud perhaps rom slips of our memory. And when
we have finished with these, we might go again over
the whole country, telling of each district the fine
churches that are in course of erection, or but just
eompleted.  Qur rivers and lakes are alreedy studded
with the towers surmounted by the cross, and sup-
ported by tasteful and ornamental churches, where but
adozen or twenty years ago no mark of religion was
w0 be seen, except from pluce to place dismal and ill-
siaped meeting-houses, looking more fit for stables
than temples of worship, and grotesquely sifnated for
the most purt; in nooks and heles which men would
teject for their own residences. Theseekers of plea-
suro at Newport, the great ocean-side watering place
of (he United States, saw last Summer a beaatitul
monument of architectural skill dedicated to Cathelic
worship. Next summer, Saratago, the other greatest
gathering place of the Unibn, will see a like splendid
edifice devoted to the same . Divine service. These
wo give but as examples of what is now seen every-
where in this country. The Chiich comes forth from.
the Catacombs and challenges the attention and ho-
mage of the world. Her great work is as a teacher.
and a law giver.:  As a teacher she prepares to edu-
cale the generations of men in the ways of virtue and
uf religiun.  As a law giver she instructs rulers in the
holiness. of justice, and teaches the governed the dig-
nity of obedience. But she, at the same time, leaves
Ro Innocent -demand of human nature unsupplied.—
ven now, still in her poverty and her rseff—denial,
fay, by means of her voluntary poverty and self-de-

nial, she instructs a new nation on a fresh.continent in

the arts and accomplishments of wsthetic culture.

Music, and architectnre, and painting, are in her
treasuries, and she brings these forth by degrees, and
exorcises them of the spirit of the workl that has pro-
faned them, and harmonises them with the discipline
of religion, and- makes them all point heavenward.
Such is the mission the Chureh isnow accomplishing,
and such are the motives that prevent Catholics from
growing weary with the great sacrifices that they are
called on to make for the advancement and strength-
ening of their religion.—N. ¥. Freeman’s Journal.

PROTESTANT TESTIMONY TO EARLY
CHRISTIANITY.

'Dr. Nevin, in concluding his contributions to the
Mercersburg Review on Cyprian, gives testimony in
favor ot Catholicism which will not be much relished
by his Protestant brethren. It is as follows :— .

We are now done with Cyprian and his theology.—
Our object has been to describe simply, rather than
te explain or defend. We have wished however to
make the picture properly coherent with itself, and to
setone part of it in right relation always to another.
So much was dune, in a case of this sort, to simrie
historical verity. If ‘the representation may have
proved oflensive to some, we “are sorry for it; bnt we
are not able to see well how it could be helped.—
What is the ground of dissatisfaction? That the sub-
ject should have been brought into inquiry or review
at all? Or, that it should have been forced to present
itself in quite ancther light? Are we to be silent
where history is concerned, or must we bend it into a
false and deceitful shape, to escape the glare of un-
pleasant truth—and this loo to please those, who are
forever wearying out ears with the stalest cant about
“intelligence—knowledge—free inquiry—coming to
the light,” and other such common places, and yet
can bear no truth or fact, do inquiry or discussion
whatever, that goes to disturb and unseltle in the Jeast
the profound sense they have of their own infallibility ?
Cyprian’s system of religion, which was at the same

time that of his aze, we have found to be mainly Ca- |

tholie, and not Protestant.  All is conditioned by the
old Catholic theory of the Chureh; all flows, from
first to last, in the channel of the aacient Creed.—
The whole is in such view in perfect harmony with
itsell. There is nothing broken or fragmeutary in the
scheme; and no uaprejudiced mind can fail to see,
that itis in all material points, in its fundamental
principles and leading elemeunts, the same system
that is presented 10 us in the Nicene period, and that
is brought ont still more fully afterwards in the Ca-
tholicism of the middle ages. It is not the Protestant-
ism of the sixieenth centory, and much less the Puri-
tauism of the nineteenth. ‘This then is the same re-
sult precisely that was reached in ourarticles on Early
Christianity ; only we have it here under a somewhat
difierent view. The result may not be agrecable or
pleasant. But what of that? The only question is,
whether it is true. [ it be so, we are bouud to take
il as it i5, and to make of it afterwards what we can.
Why should we not be willing to know the truth 7—
Have we any interest in ignoring it, in shutting our
eyes to il, 1n obstinately embracing instead of it a
shadow or a lie. No sophistry ‘can ever make easly
Christianily to be the same thing with Protestantisn.
Episcopalianism here too, with all ity pretension and
self-conceit, has just as little real hisdtorical bottom to
stand upon as the cause of the Refgrmation under a
different form. No part of the interest can ever be
successfully vindicated, as being a repristination sim-
ply of what Christianity was in the beginning ; and il
15 only a waste of strenath, and a betrayal imdeed of
the whole cause, 10 pretend tomake good its ussump-
tionsand claims in any such violently false way.—
Sooner or later history must revenge itself for the
wroug it is thus made to bear, Any true dofence of
Protestantism, as all the wakiag part of the world is
coming to see more and more, must be conducted in
altogethier different siyle. The fact now siated must
be admitted, and boldly luoked ir: the fane. Early
Christianity wus in its constitutional elemonts, not
Protestantism, but Cotholicism. There are but two
general ways of viudicating the Refurmation. Wa
must either make all previous Christianity, back to
the time of the Apostles, a Salamc apostacy and delu-
sion, and say that the Church took a new start in the
sixleentl century, as original as that of the day of
Pentecost, and a good deal more safe and sure ; which
is to give up historieal Christianity altogether, and so
if we understand it the whole eonception aléo of a su-
pernatural holy and apostolic church. Or elss, we
must resott to the theory of historical development, by
which the Catholic form of the church shall be ra-
garded as the natural and legitimate course of 1ts his-
tory onward to the time of the Reformation, and the
state of things since be taker as a more advanced
stage of thal same previous life, struggling forward
to a still higher and far more glorions congummation
in time to come. To reject both of these solutions,
and to quarrel only with the facts that imperiously re-
qutre either one or the other as the only escape from
‘the argument ini favor of the Church of Rome, may
well be pronounced obscurantism of the first order.
We of course reject in full the unhistorical theory ;
and one object we have had in view always, has'been
to expose its most insane and most perfectly untenable
character. 1t is at last but a decent name for infi-
delity. - Religion built on any such foundation aa this,
rests only on the sand or wind. We are shut np then
of course, so far as we have any faith in Protestant-
isn: to the theory of historical development, as the
only possible way of sctting it in living unjon with-the
Divine fact of early Christianity. But this theory
may be carried out in various ways, as we have shown
on a former vceasion. The methods of Newman
Rothie, Schaft, Thiersch, ars not just the same. Ne-
ander too has in some respects his own scheme. The
whole later German theology, in ite better form, moves
in the'bosom of this theory, is constructed upon it, or
at least takes 1t for granted, though often in a vague
and indefinite way. If it be asked now, what precise
canstruction we propose 1o apply to the subject we
haveonly to say that we have none to offer whatever.
This has been no part of onr.plan. 1f we even had
atheory in our thoughts that might be perfectly satis -
factory to our own mind, we would not choose t¢ bring
it forward in . the. present .connection ; lest . it might
seem that the subject was identified: in some way with
any such scheme of explanaiion. What we have
wished is to present the subject in its own separate
and naked form, not entangled with any theory ; that
it may speak for itsel!; that.it-may provoke thought ;'
that it may lead to some earnest and honest contem-

plation of the truth for its own sake. The. importance:

-| We have not made the difficulty in any way.

of the subject, the nature of the facts in questien, is
not changed by any theory that may be bronght for-
ward for their right adjustment with the cause of Pro-
testantisnt.  This or that solution. may be found unsa-
tisfactory ; but still the facts remain just. what they
were before. There they are, challenging our most
solemn regard; and it -is much if we can only be
brought to see that they are there, and to leok them
steadily in the face. We have had notheory to assert
or- uphold. We offer no speculation. Our concern
has been simply to give a true picture of facts. The
difficulty of the whole subject is of course clearly be-
fore our mind. We feel it deeply, and not without
anxiety and alarm. But we are not bound to solve it,
and have no more interest in doing so than othe’rs.\;—
We
are not responsible for it and we have no mind orcare
at present to charge ourselves with the burden of ils
explanation. There it stands before the whole warld.’
Tt-is'of age too, we may say, full formed and full
grown ; lot it speak for itself. -
J.W. N.

A PROTESTANT MINISTER IN THE UNITED
STATES.
(From a correspondent of the Dublin U, Magazine.)

A system of pufling, much resembling that adopted
by the proprietors of monster shops, i {requently em-
ployed by the teachers of religion. [In Philadelphia,
the Satarday newspaper is half takeu up with adver-
tisements of the sermons to be preached on the follow-
ing day. Casting my eye down a column of these
nolices on one occasion, I came to the following:—
¢ Fortunately for saints as well as sinners, the Prophet
James has been detained, and if the Scribes, Pharisees,
and hypoerites will meet uext Sunday, atthree o’clock,
in the hall at the north-east corner of Callowhill and
Sixth Street, they will hear from him.”> Never hav-
ing seen a ‘prophet,” in my life, [ determined for
once torefresh my evesight with so delightlnl a vision,
and aceordingly found myself, a little after three p.m.,
ascending a narrow staircase, which was to lead me
into the prc}phet’s presence, intent on gratifying my
curiosity. During the uscent, I heard the tunes of a
man’s voice, it was not till I had opened the dour that
L felt the full force of a storm of eluquence which
made me look ipon myself in the light of a ship un-
expectodly faken a-back. Stageering under the in-
fluence, | sat dowu on the neavest seat. At the upper
eud of the room, which was about {orty feet long, aml
nearly half full of people on cross-benches, a dirty-
leoking man, in a frock coat, bottoned half way up,
was throwing his armns about like a windmill ont of
order. [e was in a profuse perspirution, and his hair
was flying disordered above u forehead of almost
Shaksperian height. He was roaring fike a bull; buot
at intervals he lowcred his voice to a scarce audible
whisper, occasionally stopping altogether, either for
want of words to give expression to his ideas, or which
is more probable, for want of ideas 1o express. He
had a large Bible before him, which he was thumping
most unmercifully—a glass of water stood on the table
beside him, and two or three assistanl prophels were
disposed ou cither side of him, whese duty it appeared
to be o ,preserve a grave countenance, which was
more than [ could doj nevertheless, all the rest of the
andience sat as composedly and reverently as if 1he
sermon was really well wonh attendingto. ‘The Pro-
phet was arguing in violent language on the unchari-
tablerass of all other seéts—especially the Chuareh of
Epgland. He went into lengthy arguments to prove
that he could not take np his ¢ precicus feim * in dis-
puting questions with his ¢¢ enemise.”’

¢ What’s the use of their sending a man here to
laclle us, wheun the same things has been said over,
amd over, and over agiu? Theyr’s bold enough in
their own churches [ expect (Jowering his voice), bul
why don’t they get one of us to preach to their people ?
Because they dam’t do it,”> groaned the Proplet, with
intense nasal emphasis, rapping the desk three times
— ¢ bgcause | guess they darn’t do it.”?  The prophet
raisad his voice and rapped harder ¢ DBecanse their
system couldn’t stand if they did!*? The Prophet
shrieked loudly, and dealing a terrible blow on the
desk, seemed anxious to prove by the trial whether its
material or his fist were the harder. A pause of about
a minute. ¢ The woll,” quoth St. Jams, softly but
impressively tesuming the thread of bhis discourse,
“ia one of the bravest Aunwnals in the lorest’’—he
pointed to the walls, as if he had just observed one of
the animals in question, and then suddenly changing
liz attitude, snapped ont—“when the taiger’s not there.
1 guess be’ll give yol a deal of trouble to cateh, and
s0 { cale’late will an ofd ewe,’ said the Prophet, speak-.
ing fast, and in a familiar tone, strikingly in contrast
with his former dudactic, lofly mauner, while, at the
same lime, he slowly untied his neck handkerchief,
and folding it up neatly and with the greatest delibe-
ration put it down beside him. ¢ And so | calc’late
will au old ewe, unless you corner him ; mayhap yon
may corner him if yow’re put’ smart about it.  Well,
and the faigre’s the bravest hanimal in the forest, when
the lion’s not there ; but he’ll tarnation soon whip his
12i] betweean his. logs and sneak just right off, when
the lion comes. Soit is with our cnemise. They darn™t
eome here totell us that our system is wrong. Why?
Bocause as I said before, thay darn’t,

«This argument seemed a clincher, and so the Pro-
phet pulled out a dirty old cotton pocket handkerchief,
and wiped his face, while a momentary convulsiun of
coughing, spilting, and clearing of throatg, reminded
me of a Scouish kirk, when the paraphrase has just
been given out. ]

¢The foregoing rhapsody had been listeried to by
the audienee with excessive gravity. He continued
his discourse by taking the passage of the charge to
the Apostles, where it is said—¢ These signs shall
follow them that believe,” &c. He said that the
words applied to the present day as well asto the times
of the Apostles, as his hearers were well aware. He
observed that doctors and: other infidels had said to
him. ¢ Drink the poison, and then we’ll believe what
you say.”” ¢ Bunl,” sail he, ¢ they err, not knowmg
the Sciiptures, people couldn’t even see the miracles
until they really did believe that they could be done.”
This I thought probable enough. .

<1 have neither time nos space 1o put down the rest
of his observations, among which was this:—That the
expression: ‘to be dammed,” in Scripture meaut, o be.
damned ; that infidels who. did .not believe the trne
doctrines,. should bs. «damned up? for a thousand
years, and then come into the world again to have
another chance., Suffice it 1o say, that he was some-
times ladicrous, and sometimes blasphemous. He-
once mentioned the Mormon' Bible, and: alluded to.
“ Latter-day Sainis,” from which I coneluded that he.
waa.one of the Prophets of that strange sect.’

SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS.

The Bosfon Gazelle gives the following ecommuni-
cation from a Mr. Wm. Trumbull, recently deceased,
and endorses the character of the lady who purporis to,
be the medinm on the occasion :—

¢ Dear Friends, one and all :—Laok at yonder pomp,
and show. lsthis where my body is torepnse ? Yea,.
but not my spirit. Already have I reached the angels,
already felt God’s love. Jouy beams arcund me. Let’
me turn on any side § will, I see the boundless works
of God. .

¢ Mourning parents, ye who now are weeping o’or
my lifeless body—companions of the srhool-reom in
which I so oft Lhuve perused my studies—view me in
the lightof an angel. 1am free. I would not come
again 1o earth to share sin, woe or pain, if 1 conld, for
I feel boundless joy in worshippicy God. A crown
sparkles on my brow. That [ ever felt pain, flits
across my brain like a dveam. 1 canuct realize that.
ever I wag gick, I am now so perfect. '

¢ I must bid you farewell. 1 go to join an angelic
troup—1he spirit of

' War. TruMpuLr,”
¢« Mre. D. C. Kendall, Medium,”
We give this piece of absurdity in full to show the
absolute profanity into which Protestantism leads its
followers. Here we have a respectable Protestant
paper publishing a letter from the dead with allits
errors in Orthography, Etymology, Syntax and Proso-
dy, and at the same time vouching for the respectabi-
lity of the ¢ medium.”’ '

M. Trombull, it appears has taken his brain with.
him, and after a week is about to join the angelic
froup ! where was he and his brain during the wesk ¥
We pause for a reply.

Encrisn axop Frexcu War Screw StEaMeRs.—
The prescnt Admirality are determined to put on the
screw and prepare for the worst, for which the country
cannot fail to be otherwise than thaukful.  Besides the
ships already fitted, and in process ot conversion to
screw propulsion, we believe we are right in announce-
ing the following also as screw ships of the line !I—
Royal George, 120 ; Algiers, 90 ; Cwmsar, 90; Hanibal,
90 ; Orion, 80. The first-numed.is to have engines of
400 horse power. Upon this lalter subject we offer a
few words. We are following suit to the French lead
again in the matter of our steam navy, bnt, asiun the
former case, our tricks are all ndd.  The French givo.
their line-of-battle-ships full power, ranging from 700-
to 1,000 horse. We give ours from 400 to 700, Now,
one of the two allotments must be weak, and conso-
quently wrong : we don’t think tho French are, even
according to our counirymen’s accounis of the per-
formances of their serew ships, in which a hberal per
centage is taken ofl for Gallic nantical swagger. Ono-
feature needs but little argument.  We give our Aga-
memnon 91, 650 horse power, and "appottion Royval
Albert, 120, and Royal Georze, 120, 400 each, only !
whilst our Termagant, avessel of 24 guns only, has
engines of 630 horse power! The inconsistency of
these items are too striking to need remark, but they
are of that chavacter to bring our steam progress inln
derision, an: the very reverse of efficient.  Itis of no
use doing these maltters by halves. The Parliament
votes the money and the people pay the taxes 1o have
the work done well.  The building of sailing vessels
must be stopped. Ships that cannot help themselves,
except by the aid of wind, will in future be at the
mercy of those which are independent of that precarious
resource, and, 1herefore, it behoves us to look a little,
ahead and piovide the necessary malerial for the com-
ing cceasion.—Por{smouth Times.

Curr or Asratic Cuorkra 1¥ 1Ts Wonst Stacs.
BY Conp Warter.—During the late 1avages of Asjatie
cholera in the sinall Polish towns, KovnT, where, out
of a population of less. than 1,500 inhabitants, thirty
or forty were daily falling victiins tothat fatal secomge,
the Canon Stobieski, prebendary of that town, univer-
sally respected for his piety and benevolence, raired
that feeling of respect to an enthusiastic venaeration by
his,unremitting attendance upon tho sick during thiz.
awlul violation. He thus, heedless of danger, toiled
day and night administering religious consoTntiou,aml
lavishing upon the poor—irrespective of creed or per-
suasion—{ood, cumllorr, and medicines ; until at last,
sinking from over-exerion and the last trial of his
fortitude—the sudden death of his sister and cotzsin—
he in his tarn manifesied the fatal symptoms of the
dreadful epidemic the inhabitants of the pluce, terror-
stricken by the excruciating suffurings of their idolised.
beuefactor, thronged the church, crowded the court
yard of the parsonago ; even the Jews assembled in
their synagogue, and prayed for his recovery. Thov
physician, hie. intimate [riend, and inseparable com-~
panion in his visils of charity, applied all the reme-
dies which science and experience suggested ; but,
alas! without any effect; and he was compelled (o
see the cramped limbs of his venerated friend as-
suming the coldness of death, and the livid hues of
that awful malady. Al at once the sufferer, to all
appearance in his last agony, asked for cold water.—
The physician, in despair, yielded. The patient
drank an incredible quantity of coldest spring water;
the erisis took a favorable turn; and, throngh the
mercy of God, his life was spared for the benefit ol
the district, to continue his pious works of charity.

BRANDY, GIN, WINES.
FOR SALE.

Martell’s Brandy, in Bond
Do Free
Bond
[ Free, and.in cases,
Wines, in Wood and Botile
Teas, o few good samples
Tobacco, &e. &e, &c.

DOKUYPMSO Gin, in

G. D. STUART,
.. 134}, St. Paul Sweet,
Opposite-the Hotel-Dieu Church.
Montregl, December (8. T !
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TAILORS! TORONTO TAILORS

WANTED. IMMED[‘A.TEf.Y, SIXTY TAILORS,

COAT, PANT, and VEST MAKERS. Constant Employ:.
meat, the Best Wages, and.oll Cash paid. . Apply to
. X YHII{:GHEISJ & co'i ,
ow York and Liverpodl:Houses,
Toronto, c;%x e

Oct, 22, 1858,



