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There were a few timid young chndlen who, miserable as they
had been, and many as were the tears they had shed in the wretch-
ed school, still knew no ether-"home, und had formed for it a sort
of attachment, which made them sweep when the bolder spirijs
fled, and cling to it as a refuge. Of these, some were found cry-
ing under hedges and in such places, frightened at the solitude.
Onc had a dead bird in a liule cage ; he had wandered nearly
(wenty miles, and when his poor favourite died, lost cournge, and
lay down beside him. Another was discovered in a yard hard by
the school, sieeping with u dog, who bit at those who cume 1o re-
move him, and licked the sleeping child’s pale fuce.

‘They were taken back, and some other stragglers were recover-
ed, but by degrecs they were claimed or lost again ; and in course
of time Dotheboys Hall and its last breaking up begau to be for-
gotten by the ncighbours, or-to be only spoken of as among the
things that had been.

A HAPPY COUPLE.

“Tim Linkinwater condescended, after much entreaty and
hrow-beating, to.accept a share in the house, but he could never
be prevailed vpon to suller the publication of his nate us a part-
ner, and alwaysfperisted in the punctual and regular discharging
his clerkly duties.

He and his wile lived in the old house, and occupied the very
bed-chamber in which he had slept for four-and-forty years. As
his wife grew oldor, she became even a more cheerful and light-
hearted little creatore ; and it was a common saying ameng their
friends, that it was impossible to say which looked the happier—
Tim as he sat culinly smiling in his elbow-chair on oune side of
the fire, or his brisk little wife chatting and laugling, and con-
stantly bustling in and out of hers, on the other,

Dick, the blackbird, was removed from the counting-house and
promoted to u warin corner in the common sitting-room. DBe-
neath his cage htng two miniatures, of Mrs. Linkinwater’s exe-
cntion : one representing herself and the other Tim, and beth
smiling very hard at all bebolders. Tim’s head being powdered
Jike a twelfih cake and his spectacles copied ‘with great nicety,
strapgers detected a close resemblance to him at the first glance,
and this leading them to suspect that the other must be his wife,
and emboldening-them ‘to say so without scruple, Mrs. Linkin-
‘water grew very proud of these achievements in time, and con-
sidered them among the most successlul likenesses she had ever
painted. T'im had the profoundest . faith jn them likewise, for up-
on this, as upon all ather subjects, they held but one opinion, and
if evér thére were a “« comfortable couple” in the world, it was
- Mr..and Mrs Linkinwater. :

SETTLEMENT OF THE. NIGKLEEYS

The first act of Nicholas, when he - became a rich and. prosper-
ous merchant, was to buy his father’s old house. As time crept
on, and there came gradually about him a group of lovely children,
it was altered and enlarged, -but none of the old rooms were ever
pulled down, no old tree was rooted up, nothing with which there
wasany association of by gone times was ever removed or changed.

Within a stone’s-throw was another rotreat, enlivened by chil-
dren’s pleasant voices too, and here was Kate, with many new
cares and occupations, and many new faces courting her sweet
smile (and one so like her "own, that to her mother she seemed a
child again), the same true gentle creature, the same fond sister,
the same in the love of all about her, as in her girlish days.

Mrs. Nickleby lived sometimes with her daughter, and some-
times with her son, accompanying one or other of them to London
at those periods when the cares of business obliged both families to
reside there, and always preserving a great appearance of dignity,
and relating her experiences (especially on points connected with
the management and bringing-up of chlldren) with much svlemni-
ty and ifnportance.

There was one grey-haired, quiet, harmless gentlemen, who,
winter and summer, lived in a little cottage hard by Nicholas’s
house, and when he was not there, assumed the supermtendence
of affuirs. His chief pleasure and delight was.in the children, with
whom be was a child himself, and master of the revels. The
little people could do notling without dear Newman Noggs.

The grass was green above the dead boy’s grave, and trodden
by feet so small and light, that not a daisy dropped its head be-
neath their pressure. Through all the spr ing and summer-time,
garlands of fresh flowers wreathed by infant hands rested upon the
etone, and when the children came to change them lestthey should
wither and be pleasant to him no longer, their eyes filled with
tears, and they spoke low and softly of their poor dead cousin.”’

ADVENTURE AN NORWAY,

I 'set out early one morning with two attendants, well armed
and provided to enjoy the chasﬁ the beur in a Norwegian
forest. My dress was that genely worn by the Norwegian
. sportsman,—a coat composed of a coarse eloth, manufnctnred in
the country, well lined throughout, and made to batton close
~about the neck, trowsers and gaiters of the sume, with warm
"-atockmgs and flanne!, which in those countries should always be
worn next the skin, linen shirts ‘being always nncomfortable and
sometimes even dabgerous.—Instead of a bat I used a cap, with

lappets 10 cover the ears, which, without that precaution, run the
risk of being frost-bitten. But I must notforget one of the most
essentinl parts of a Norwegian sportsinan’s equipment ; the
skidor, or snow-skaits, gencerally constructed of fir, covered with
seul-skin, the skait for the lelt foot bemw «enerally from eight to
ten feet in length, while that for the right is considerably shorter,
the object of which is the betier to enable the hunter to turn;
The skidor seldom exceeds two or three inches in breath, and are
of great service to the sportsman, enabling him to glide over the
vast wastes of trackless snow with a rupidity and case utterly un-
attainable without them. Armed with my rifle, and a good sharp
strong kuife in u sheath at my girdle, I sallied forth, afier a good
breakfast of reindeer flesh and cofice, 1o try my fortune in the
forest. Nothing ean exceed the granduer of the Norwegian
seencry,—its terrific precipices,—its raging cataracts,—its gloomy
forests, and trackless wilds, covered with frozen snow, with lofty
mountains in the back ground,—its dark lakes and mighty rivers,
never fail to excite both uwe and admiration in the traveller. On
this occasion I was retarning alone, after a long and  unsuceessful
pursuit of a bear, which had separated me from my atlendonts,
when I met with the following accident. Having broken one of
my skaits in the chase, I bud . been compelled to take them both
off, and trudge along us well as I could without them, and, s it
turned out, most luckily for me it was that [ did so. AsI was
walking carelessly on, every row and then giving a foud shout to
endeavour to let iny attendants know where §'was, and directing
wy footsteps by my pocket compuss, I suddenly put my feet up-
on a pit-full, and in 'a moment was precipitated to the bottom,
These pit-falls are frequently used ‘o cnsnare wild animals, and
in order to avoid accidents, the porson who digs them is obliged
by law to give proper notice through the whole district, but even
this does not prevent peasants fulling in.  "The pit-full is made by
digging a circular hole inthe ground, of about fourteen feet in
diameter, and about twelve in depth, having in the centre strong
upright posts which come up to the surfuce of the ground. On
these posts a moveable platform is placed in such a way that it
lets down any animal that may chanee to set oot on it; headlong
into the pit, when by meuns of a spring it instantly resuqies its
place. The outside is covered with loose earth, snow, or Lwigs,
and generally baited in such a manner as not to scare the anial
for which it isimended It was into such a pit I so suddcnly fell,

and-to this duy I cannat imegine how 1 mansged (o escape with-
out brokcn bones. For some- moments . Iny as it ‘werg stuhned
and unconsciovs efry hclpless plight, but’ on recovering my sen'-
ses, my first impression wag, that I must have broken’ somelimb:

but no sooner, however, had this idea flashed across. my mind
than it gave place to one of a real and even more nlmmmn dos-
cription. The moment Icame to inyself, [ knew that I must
buve fullen into a pit-full, but my horror may be more ensily
imagined than described, when a heavy breathing near ms made
me conscious that I was not the only tenant of the pit, bat that a
bear or a wolf, nay perhaps both, sharcd my captivity. On mak-
ing this discovery, I squeezed myself up into the corner I found
myself in, my heart seemed to be syspended motionless in my
bosom, such was the terror of these dreadful moments. In tliis
state I listened in breathless attention for the dreaded sounds,
and my worst fears were soon, but too plainly, confirmed.

Not only were the breathings of two anithals distinctly audible
at the other corners of the pit, but I even fancied 1 saw their
glaring eyes fixed on me through the darkness,  and felt their hot
and fetid breath upon my face. Never shall I forget the agony
of these moments, the cold sweat rained off my brow as I erouch:
ed on the cold earth in expectation.each moment of finding my-
self in the fatal clutch of a huge bear. I know not how long 1
conlmued in this fearful state of suspensoe, but atlast feeling
some slight courage from what I began to consider a panic, hav-
ing taken the same pussession of these animals as it bad of me,
after a short but fervid prayer, I began to reflect on the possibili-
ty of escape. Upon feeling my clothes, I {found I had not Jost my
knife, which I immediately drew. These little moments occu-
pied some time, for I was obliged to exercise the utmost caution
to avoid making the least noise, for that I imagined would bring
round an immediate catnstrophe. I now beganto have some
hopes, and still exercising the ntmost cantion to avoid noise, I set
about feeling the sides of the pit with my hands to learn if there
was any chance of my beiog able to climb up them to tho mouth
of the pit. Instead of being perpendicular, I found they had been
hollowed out so asio increase the difficuity, or rather render It
impossible to climb them. Isoon, however, hit npon a p]an to
overcome this’ dlﬂicnlly, and xmmedlataly set about its execution:
Turning my face to the sides of the - pit, aud my back to my fel-
low captives, I commenced cutting foot-steps, or rather holes in
the sides with my knife, at such distances as woald enable me
10 gol to. the'top, a work which occupied me some” time, as I
was obhged to work very slowly to prevent the enemy from tak-
ing alarm. . Having nccomplished this, I resolved to make the at-
tempt, but feeling anxiousto take my rifle with me, which T knew
must be at the; bottom of the pit, I stooped down, und | with my

hand on the ground, began feehng“around me, not vonlunng Tar
at a time.

‘In this way Ikept on fecling and foeling, still further, and
furt.her, when suddeuly I thought T.had found it, but imagine my
horror when I found I had in my hand. the huge paw of . a beer.
[ need not add [ dropped it in a second, but it was some time
before I could recover from the shoclk this untoward familiarity
with my " dangerous néighbor and the smothered growl it drew
from him occasioned.
idea of recovering my rifle, and had resolved to wake the attempt
without it, it most unexpectedly came to hand. I had alrcady put
my foot in the first hole and was preparing to ascend to the se-
cond, when " my hand fell by accident onthe ‘stock of my rifle,

which had rested with its muzzle down ‘ugainél the:sides of the

pit in the position in which it fell. This wosindead a joyful dis-
covery, and I carefully raised it and placed it in the best - situa-
tion my climbing would admit. Having roached the utmost exten®
of the wall of the pit, I then began to examine with my hand the

wooden platform, so as to discover the b est way to open it. <Hére
again 1 found my difficulties roturn upon me, but having achieved

so much, I was resolved not to be overcome, and after-much

trouble and labor with my knife, I at length succeeded in remov-
ing enough of the deal plank of the platform to allow.my: body to
pass. Beforo I eutirely removed this I made myself ready. for:a
spring, so that not a moment might be lost in taking advantage of
the outlet, as I knew very woll, that the moment the opening be-
came visible, it was more than probable the bear would endeavour
to take advantage of it. Nerving myself to the last struggle, I
suddenly pushed aside the loosened board and instantly ruised my-
self with both hands into the apertare. 1t was indeed an anxions

moment when I found mysell with the wvpper part of my, body
oncs more in the open air, the lower part still suspended in the
pit, and felt the boards quivering under my hands. T was obliged
to exercise the utmost caution, as the lcast mistake would have
once morc hurled e from the troacherous platform into the den:

By kceping ono hand firm on the post on which part of the plat-
form rested, It last, to my inexprossible joy, funnd myself onco
more at liberty bencath the canopy of heaven, My first care.was
to rcplace the board, eo as to shut out the light .from .the pit, it
bamw now it beuuuful .moonlight night ;. my next to pour out my
<rruleful thanks lo the areat Powor wlm had so signally preserved
me. I then held council with myself what was best to bo done,
whether single-handed to mitack the beor in his. den, or.lo go for
assistanco, While holding this council within myselﬂmlexammedv
my rifle; whlch I found unlnjurcd “and carefully re- prlmed it. &
confess that uftcr the handsome lreatmcnt that 1 had. ;exparienced
from the paws of the bear, I felt some compunétion in commenc-
ing hostilities on my late follow captive ; :besides, I remembered
that the same stepg, which aenabled me to escepe, might do the
same for himn, an event by no means agreeable, and I liad ‘resolved
to Jeave him unmolested, when saddenly the board was shoved
aside, and who should I behold but tho gentleman in .question,
who with his huge muzzle through tho hole, began making most
desperate efforts to pull down sufficient of the platform to-enable
his carcaso o pass through. Peacc was now out of the question,
accordingly placing my rifla as close as possible to his head, I
pulled the trigger, and with a terrific growl the bear fell to the
bottom of the pit, as I imngined, mortally wounded. Without
loss of time I re-loaded my rifle, and while doing so heard n
dreadful corflict carried on below, between the -enraged berr
and a woif, shose piercing yells mingled in dire discord with the
growling of the enraged bonr. - It appeared as if the boar hed ful-
len on the wolf, and in bis fury was sacrificing bim to his ven-
ge‘mca ; gradually - these yells became fainter and fainter as the
wolf expired in the grasp ofhis huge foe, and. I could not- help
shuddering when I recollected that Ais might bove been my fate.
While this dreadful sceno was passing in the pit 1 had reloaded my
rifle, and again placed the board over the hole, and now stood pre-

his vengeance on the wolf, bruin once more gscended with in-
creased fury to.the mouth of the pit, and haviog thrown away the
piece of board commenced a most desperate attempt to.breals
through the plalform. For a momentas I gazed on his.grim muz-,
zle covered with b!ood I felt almost unnarved gt his fary;and de-
termmnnon but soon recollecting that it must.be his life or mme,
I once more put my rifle to my shoulder, and advanced the wuz-
zle closeto his head. My alarm was dreadl'ui when strefching out
his hnge paw the bear seized the bnrrel of my gun and drew it to-

wards him ; not a moment was to be lost, the gun was . cocked,

|{bis own paw held it to the lower part. of hig neck, in another,ge-

cond the owould. have been wrested from me, when I pnlled
the trigger,” flns shot was_ fatal, the gun was once more.in my
hands,’ and the bear fell dead to the bottom of. the pu.\ ‘This<last
encbunter wais tho work of.an instant, and I conld hardly belieye
that my deudly foe waskilled. By the time, however, 1hade--
loaded my“tifie to bo prepared‘,ﬁﬁ.the worst, I heard some sbouts,
and soon beheld lights in" the axsumce coming. towurds ‘g, d
presently my atténdants, with smﬁ'&peasants thoy‘had enlmed jn
the search, and who had beed Tall of. apprehensron on my account

were dehghted at’ ﬁhdmg me gofe and sound, butfat, iﬁISl woql'd
scarcely. credﬂ: rﬁy A ew.ure. Wub assxs!ance !ha 7 1603

removed due preca‘ghbmhemg preserved in case lhef_
Cehy A.q’ ‘t \

pared to receive another attack. As I expected, bavmg splisfied "

came up- guxded h_y the report of my gun. . These, hoﬁxes: people = !

‘At length just when I had given up all .
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