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Company is to connect the two by rail by the
route indicaled upon the map, and to improve
the Akka-Hnifa harbour. We uro surs that
every lover of Palestine will wish all prosperity
to this scheme, Irom information which
roachos us from a roliable source, we think the
proposed railwuy has overy prospect of be-
coming a commercial succeas,

WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH ALGOMA?

(From the Canadian Church Mugazine.)

Thie is & question which, at the present timoe,
is naturally attracting a greut dealof autontion,
The fact that the good bishop {Dr. Sullivan]
hus again broken down in heuith leads people
toinquire into the nature of the work which
the Provincinl Synod of the Chnrch of Ingland
in Canuda hus laid upon him., What is that
work? [nits primary senve. it is to take
charge of tho mission siations in the Districts of
Muskokun and Parry Sound the most of the
islands in Georginn Bay, and tho torritory along
the nothern shore of Like Superior known as
tho Districtof Algoma, Territorially spoaking,
this is o task wsufficiently appalling to induce
some people to nccount rowdily in their own
minds for the fuiling hoalth of the bishop, But
those who look more closely into the question
ousily digscover that this enn form no true cause
for it, Themissions to bo visited, after, all, nre
vory few, their numbor, all told, being about
thirty. The Bishop of Huron hay over one
hundred and forty purishes nnd missinos to
visit ; the Bishop of Toronto ubout one hundred
and twonty-five—indeed, all the divcoses aro, an
to the stutions to bo visited, large, with the ex-
coption of Niagnrn, The Diocese of Quebee,
Nova Scotin and IFredericton onch covor districts
of vust dimonsions, yot their bishops, by no
moans idle men, have lived in tho past to ox-
tremo old ago, and the prosent bishops are not
brokon down, although they have had to travel
ovor rogions as rough, and among people some-
times as poor, as any in Algoma, and still do so.
Beforo its subdivison the Diocose of Toronto em-
braced the wholo of the torritory now belong-
ing to Algomn, and all the rest of tho prosent
Provinee of Onturio bosides. Yet  Bishop
Struchan, in days when there wore fow, it any,
rnilway or steambont facilitios for travelling,
journeyed over rouch rouds, and through
tangled forests, living upon such fare ns pionoer
sottlors could give him, und he lived on, rugged
and strong, to oxtreme old age.

It cunnot bo, thon, that the good bishop's ill
health in to bo attributed to the more perform-
anco of his episcopal duties, 1o can take his
lonyg trips in the palatial cars of the Canadian
Fucitic Ruilway, and in summerin his pleasant
and comfortablo stonm yacht, Ile bas a boan-
tiful reridenco at Suult Ste. Mario, nud from the
nature of Ins work has found it convonient to re-
sido, during the wintor, generally in Toronto.
His incomo ¢ argo—ans it should be—so that, in
muny respeots, his mind is freod from anxioties
that othor bishops somotimes huve. Wo do
nov monn to say that the Bishop of Algoma has
1 bod of roses in this respect ; far from it. The
rough drives that he at times must take with
his missionaries from station to station, inlund,
and, all the accossories to such journeys, must,
fndcod, bo trying. Yot it is only what the
misgionaries themselves uro doing all the time;
and moreover, it is what nearly all the bishops
of Canadian diocesos at times are doing, and
have done,
stations which now in Algoma diocose are iane-
coseible by railway or wator, the hardship is only
what would be welcomed by # mun so snxious
as Bishop Sullivan is to spend and be spent for
his Mastor's cause.

And from the small numbler of

If, thorefore, his Lordship's failing health is
to be traced to his duties at all, the reason must
be sought for outside of any hardship which may
exist in the actnal performunce of his episcopal
dutios, and this woe may find 1n the fact that the
Dincese of Algoma is a missionary diocese, for
this brings with it an amount of discouragemont
and anxiety that other bishops do not have,
Especially, it may be said, is this the case with
the Diocese of Algoma; for there does not seom
to bo the least chance of any improvement tak-
ing place inthe missions within its bounds,
Most missionary bishops in our Dominion and
in the United States have had or have the
pleasure of secing villuges grow into towns, and
into cities, forests yielding tc the woodman's
axe, und replaced by furms and homesteads.
They have seen, or see, with great pleasure,
their clorgy promoted w comfortable rural town
or city purishes, by simply remaining faithinl
at their own posts of duty. This gives a bishop
hope, It rofreshes him us water gladdens the
drooping plant,

But all this iy wholly wanting in Algoma,
Suult Ste, Mario, the “seecity,” mukes no pro-
gress. Lt is but u village, and is saddled with
a debt vory much lurger thun itself Port
Arthur, once Algoma's moat promising point,
is dwindling, Fort Willinm, itis truo, throagh
having sapped the life blood of Port Arthur,is
on the increaso ; but there is nothing much on
which it can rely for any extended growch,
No point in the diocese hus within it any cle-
ment of growth,  And this breaks the spirit
of the clergy., After a few years’ toil in
regions rugged and rough, thoy seek other
spheres whero wome hopo of promotion lies be-
foroe them,

And this beeaks the spirit of the bishop. His
best clergy leave him; missions have to be
abandoned or given over to catechists, who,
without “university or college training, in time,
from tho despuir of the bishon mayv ba advane.
ol Lo holy orders, as, indoed, has already beon
dono in tho past, without the mature propara-
tion that they ought to have,

What, then, is neoded for Algoma? [t noeds
some good, sulid, prosperous territory, with
thriving towns and villages, with well-to-do
farmers, rejoicing in fruitfulful lands ; and some

counties of thut deseription should be addod to
it This would glve it backbone wnd stability,
Young mon, frosh from collego, could then be
sontout into the regions of Algoma, Parry Sound,
and Muskoka to wiu their spurs in the pioneer
work of the backwoods, and by dogrees to em-
erge from it to more favored tields,

Thisis the wonk point, tho lamentnbly wounk
puint, of the Dioceso of Algoma, und therofore
oven as a missionary diocese it must be pro-
nounced a failuro. It absorbs an enormous
amount of missionnry money from Canada and
from Lingland, with still the sume discouraging
rosult and outlay.  Over twenty thousand dol.
Inrs was sent to it last your by and through the
Domostic and Foreign Missionary Sociely of
tho Church of England in Cunada.  Is it wise to
keep up a work of this kind upon the prescnt
basis ?

What, then,is the solation suggestod ? It is
ono by which not only the Divcese of Algomn,
but also two other diocosos may be Iargoly bene-
fited, It is genorally admitied that the Dio-
cesos of Toronto and 1luron, expecinlly the lut-
ter, are too large, but to subdivide thom as thoy
are would involvea lnrge amount of money, such
as could hardly be expected to be raised for
many years to come. They could supply for
Algommn, howevor, the very eloment that is need-
od to put it upon n good substantial basis, and
at tho samo time reduco themselves. A glanco
at the nccompanying skotch map will show that
the county of Siincos [which belongs to the
Diocoso of Toronto] 1is natural tetritory for the
Diocese of Algoma, lying, as it does, contiguous
Lo the Muskoks and Parry Sound districts, It
will also show that the countios of Grey, Bruce,

and Huron [all of which belong to the Diocese
of Huron] and likewise bordering uponit. Here
there are four countries offering the very terri-
tory which Algoma so sorely needs, In the
four counties named [Simcoe, Grey, Bruce,and
Huron] there are thriving towns like Barrio,
Collingwood, Orillis, Owen Sound, Walkerton,
Goderich, and Kinzardine; there are several
good rural parishes; and, above all there is
throughout them an air of general prosperity
that would revive the drooping spirits of a bishop
merely to go through them.

And this is territory which Toronto and
Huron could not only do without, but would be
greatly benefited by relinquishing.

We may now ask, what would this do for
Algoma ? It would give it not only this finc
field for promotion, as has heen described, but
it would supply it with a share of the ordinary
diocesan funds which have been so useful in tho
other other dioceses of Ontario, such as the
Commutation, Trust Fund [or Sustentation
Fund], Widows and Orphans Fund, ete, To
many it has always seomed unfair that the
clergy of the Diocese of Algoma should not be
participants in theso funds, to which they are
entitled as residents within the bounds of what
was once known as Uppor Cunadu. The read-
justment recommonded would give them their
rights in this respoect.

So much for Algoma. But, through the
watchful energy of Bishop Sullivan, the Diocose
of Alroma would not be merely receptive in
this muattor, It has someting as well to give,
and it is somothing so important that, without
it, the present suguestions could not at this
time be even entertained, It1sthe money which
during the present bishop's episcopate he
has been able to accwnulate for an Ipiscopal
Eandowmont Fund.

We hold that for the true stability of a din-
cese an opiscopul endowment is an absolnte
necossity, The nlan sometimes proposed of
asgessing dioceses for tho support of u new dio-
ceso, or of taxing parishes for the maintenance
of the bishop who isto preside over them,
will, and must be, in a high degreec unsatis-
fuctory. In this respect the House of Bishops
ure wise in insisting upon an endowment before
permitting the orection of a new seo. The
bishop oughtto have an income entiroly at
his disposal, without tho thought of its coming
from contributions or assessments. Andit is
at this very point that the poor and struggling
Diocese of Algoma can come gallantly itself to
tho rescue with an Endowment Fund of about
fifty two thousand dollars. The new countics
would thus have to provide a further capital sum
of between twenty and twenty-five thousund
dollars, and the machinery of the now diocese
would be complete. No doubt, from Lhe fuet
that this would at once relieve the Kazclesiasti-
cal Provinee of Canada of nearly ull the stipend
now paid Lo the Bishop of Algoma, Churchmun
in tho older dioceses would be glad to contribute
to make up this amount; and in order that the
present bishop might receive the rmount prom-
ised him at his election, a small annaal sum
might be paid him [on the same basis as his
present stipend] by the older diocese—this to
conse, probauly, whensoevor a new bishop
should have to bo chosen,

But, bosides this, Algoma could also offer
825,000 towards the Widows and Orphans’
Fund of the proposed readjusted diocese. This
would be suflicient to leave tho chances of the
clorgy undisturbed, both in Algoma and the
annexed territory. .

And moreover, Algoma could give a fine epi-
scop.l residenco situnted at Sault Ste. Maric.
1f this could be sold, the purchase money could
bo utilized for the socuring of a see housen
whatover place mighbt be fixed upon as the
headquarters of the diocese; or, if its sale might
not be considered advisable, it could be made
use of us & summer rosidence for the bishop
whilo visiting his distant missions, or perhaps



