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adopted iii Christian lands. In England the
duty was enijoinied on the watchmen. wlho vis-
ited the houses withii reacli, siniging the qutaint
old carols. li an ancient authority a dcscrip-
tion is given of how it was carried out in old
London :

"After sun setting on [lie ove of tie great
festival, tlie wealthier sort nade bonfiircs before
thicir loors, andll set out tables lurn isied with
sweet, biad and good drinks, wiere unto they
vouild invite [lie waits and passengers to sit,
aid bic m)inerry with thei in grea t umi liari ty,
priising Cod for his Iciefits bestowed upon
thim. And tlhesc tires were called boflires, as
neiglbors liait before were ai. conitroversy were
thre, by laboi of otlers, reoiciled, anti made
of bitter eniemies loving friends, as also tlie vii-
tue that a Ifir liali to purge tici ifetion of' ic
ayro."

'T'lis like mlianiy ohlier. good od English cus-
touas las passed îway, but still the iboirs of
many of' tlie chuircces visit th houses of' lie
parishiolers as far as possible, siigiig earoIs
anid giviig joyouis congratulaions oni the glori-
ous event of tli Incarnation, Cod ianifest in
r h llf sh.

The mInore muoderii iîsIoi hias been ai:ippily
adotiied by the Si. George's choir, and Ti1ueday
eivenling they ghldenled numtiy herswithl their
charintgiy quaint old carols andChita
lnImiis, whicl tley coitinued to> Saturlay ove-
ing. A firci servic n Siiday vening lhe

eznrols wero suig iii St. George's iburel.
Thu peculiarly iailit 15th eIlury style of

thîe niotices issuid lias beei l il earried ou t, as
th fillowinig speimiiei will Nlhow:

Yu c a:irroli Singers of yo Chu -clh of' Saint
Goor, to ye nIIImbei. of iglit to twelve soulcs
dfou puIrposeC " lDeo VoeIe.o comle unlto youir
hoîîîuse on - 11:3e nlexte, Iwîixi yc houm of 8
andii 9 of' yO clock duskl, :nu(l Ilhere for- a1 ýhort
ftyIIe atl le youlir 'e glile pleaiurie to couui al

sinig tsomett obde EnlIIarol ynIesm mil-
dIie ani siluch other nuik bicîllietl o this
glidsoiîe seasmoni, muini imiost resctilly do siug-
gost thatl youri-e fi :nl kin in lie unear vie-
initi lih iddi linien lhereto. Atî ye cloe
oi ye silnging a Lgg wil e »lu aroluid to

.ye intii( iti , tilit lie who e ui y pm t h eri
som nille so iunei( of* mollie [ v or. x i es]
vhiclh wtill be aplýuIyed to V relief alid coiieirte

of ye indignte tikîi poore and nieedie peron-

nes of ye 'arisi if HL G;eorIige ail Ii's gu.do

citie. Gd SCve y (IenCI. Guelph, uIle
TyI e, A .P ., 1893."

line in lis ' Every Dhy tells of a

pirty o I talianus wlo sng as liis waiis
invno ilhiý,I giir a' Ccom11PI IlIl imts in l5

tlerin Io poor. abut $50.
'l'he r:a feslival we duiy observed atf Si.

Geoge i anriht:d attractive tormi. The
weeki previous [te [I hlilli worfr Illt e eenl-
gr egali <ioi, yoiig iIIi l,devoted t hmselves t
P.he deuor:al ions. Th'iere was nothing orniale or
ganitly, but i lit efleul of I le beautitul wreating,

speinly inle elia niel arhuil wvas very plieasinig,
asý it, wa., als.o on1 the font and pulpit. Ott the
Suniidhay ming i li, v. Ile Mr. Ro.s pIeaciel a

serion apropiateto thle advenit saonh

tex bing ilrom theEistle, "' Rejoice in th

Loi always, and again I say rejice." At (le
hilr's service,whiibl was hti ti.. p.m., lie

Suay sclhool Choir sang very sweiltly enrols,
and appropriale hymnlis, andl.\ir. Iloss, gae

pilesig :liress on ihe lessonis iimpressed lupoli
aill by ithe gr'eat f'eelival.

In Ile eveig tle uiiiii vas crowded, and
ihA c preached oni Ile prpiar:uious
ieedei 1i set'cure Ile fill blessing, ofChritunau.
The text vas fromii Isaiali 21: 12: "Tel imoriin-
inîg meth." Alei t he ulosi' oh' t he service, a
large pioition o t ih choir who li ajoined ii r-
vuving the old English eutoin of Christmas
viits, stood in front oftie atliniel ani sang
s oral ofi li iit mias byIII 111 enlrls Vlh'Ih
iad bielin so highiIy approinied durig their

rounîd of visits tli prviois wuk.

There was an carly celebration of the Holy
Communion in lie morning, at which a large
portion of the congregation were present. There
was a full attendance at the midday service, and
a very strong choir. Ail the musical portions
of the service were beautifully rendored. The
sermon by the Archdeacon was from the text,
" God was Manifest in the Flesl," 1, Tim., 3,
1; v. The mid-day celebration was also largely
attended and so ended in St. George's the happy
and joyous Christmas services.

St. James'- Bishop Young preached an
eloquent sermon on missions in St. James'
Church on Suriday evening, the 17th, and on
Moniday evenîing gave a most interesting
Iccoiiit of he vork in bis Diocese amnong the
Indians. I was attended by several iembers
of St. George's Church.

JUR BOYS AND H1OW TO RETAIN TH1EM
IN TIE ['I URCII.

It is generally ackiowledged that lic battlo
of [lie Clurch and the world at the proscrit
moment in this land (and to soie extent
througliout Westceri Europe) is boing fought oi
the question of how to rotain ouir children in tie
Christian fld. Thiis ithe key of lie education
figtlit in tlc L'ondon School Board and elsewhere.
Thu suliject aits nany sides. IL incluides, in

spite of the uireasonable and despotic tyranny
o thle Eduicatioi Department, lie retention of
Chuiure schools, the rcform of Suiday sehools,

hildren's services, Satu'day selhools and Bible
classes, childrens guilds, and last, but not least,

'Tlie Chuirc Lads' Brigade," tho ncwest movo-
imilott of the wlole. Wc have hai a good deal
to say of laie oi thec otlic branclhes ofi the sub-
juct, but noiîw wte think it is due to (ie Cliurcli
h ais' Brigade to say a few words on this the
hits[ voiier, so to spealk, of 1tle agencies at work
to brinig our boys under tlie influenc of the
Cliii nuhi.

'Tile idea imlav b said Io be the last variant of
thc ibeorîy of the urilizationî of militairy discipuline
for Cliuiel puipoes. That idea was tirst
broachied in the sixteeIth century by Loyola.
i lias hiatd Imany c resenies in ou' ownu tilmue,
s ie eliterdox, soio othodox, but we feaur moro
of' i le former thani ofl the latter. The idea is,as
Sti. lauu i nu uglh t, that a soldier of Christ is a
spirit ual w arrior, and t lua lue is strengtliened in
uie h10 baul both for iiisell' and others by aL
qisi-miiliary disei pIie. Tho gerin of the idea
i, indlecd tto be foind in Si. Pal's vritings, but
il i, iiuiraii wter Ephcs. vi. 10 17 vas
evcr iiakn i in more than a iystical sense by
t lie C hiîub imtil Ilhe sixteth ceitiury, when
tle rel-i atiin of' mîilitary dicipliine, whieh
liad decayed in the agos ol chivalry, whebcnî %vars
depeied oi tho inidividual prowess of well-ariu-
ed.<I knliglts ratler tIanI oi the stoadiness of
legionis, was tiilized f 'orreligiouu purposes. Ii
u i own imie thie travcsty of thec S:udva:tijon Armny
las peilaps il'utnded sober Chuuurcelnîcu so mucl
that inuay of then lardly sec o' usful iiiih-
tary discipilico is for any bIodv of mcn vilhing to
ajet to geth fii' loir a coimion oiijct. The Chucreh
Aimuy is ain etfort to utili-e this theory l'or
Chirb purposes, and it ias donue suomo cood,
and imiglt have doile more had its olliecrs bei
sounider and st ronigerl Ch u r'ci mcn. But. oven Is
it is i lih Churcl Armuuy is doing a good work iii
very ianiiy plates.

But h [que-,tion bas been raised " Cannliot the
eurnest lads of our paris ble c ombineud and
welded together tundor au more defitiitely muiitary
and less oponly evangclistic work tian the
Clhîurelh Armny I" This quostion has beeni
aiswerd in le for'muat[ioin of lie Churc h Lads'
lriizgado, whise a is that soldliers shouli drill
the- boys' bodies, and t ha't the parociiiaii clergy

aid thoso soleitl by rhum shold deal vitl

their souls. The Brigade has no special doctrine
save order and obedience to inculcate-it simply
professes to bring the boys to the parish priest
to be taught by him how to live as Christia ns.
This thoory is sound and true. We muet all
own that some of our boys need to be trained in
order and cbedience, that they are difficuit to
win, and that when we h-ve got thema they are
hard to keep. The Church Lads' Brigade tries
to win them, discipline them, bring them to
the Church and to the priest, and to eave him
to do what lie can with them in the hlgher
portions of the work.

Objections of course may be urged to this as
to every human institution. It has been said,
we think unfairly. to engender a spirit of milit-
arism among the young. The exaggeration of
this spirit may be ail evil, but in an age when
nearly ail the male population of Europe learn
military drill, il caI hardly be such a great
evil that our yoing Englshmen should know
soncting about it also. The accusation of un-
reality may have more in its favour, but then
we must remomber that boys will be mon in
time, and habits of discipline and order are best
ILarnit in youth.

Viewing thc matter from the s tandpoint of
practical experience,it is remarkable how rough,
manly boys, full of animal spirits. eau be made
to submit willingly to military discipline, even
when they resent school discipline, or ordinary
restraints. The fact is that much of the unrul-
iness of boys is mcrely duc to this prevalence of
shcer animal spirits. Il military discipline this
is not suppressed, but simply restrained and re-
duced to order and obedience. The drill sergeant,
whether of the army or of the Churcli Lads'
Brigade, does not demand of his recruits that
they shild bc milksops or prigs. Ou the con-
tary, lie vants them to bc finle, manîly fellows,
but with just enough discipline to bc orderly
and obedient to the word of command. We are
sauguine cnough to hope that this new move-
ment for uitilizing military discipline for Charch
purposes may have a good effect on our lads,
wh11o oftîen necd restraint, without hav-
ing thcir manliness cruhed out of them. The
reaulion aîgainst harsliness to boys lias led to a
good deal of waywardness, and as for tie laxity
of our Board schools, it lias been disastrous.
There is thereotre all the more necessity for
somnctlinig Vhich, by its inculcationI of discipline,
shiail counteract this state of things. This
Brigade, which lias the Duke of Connaught for
its president, and thîree of our Archbishops for
its supporters, and some 12,000 -nembers, nay,
do good sorvicc for thc Church. At ail evonts,
the experimuent should be tricd, for il Is most
important to brinig our boys to love and stand
by Ilhe Ciuirelh. No parisi priest, we arc in-
loried, niecd fear that, the Brigadc wvill meddle
with his teachings or with bis parocbial
autlority. Notlhing, we believe,is furthor fromn
the iinds of its chief ollicers. Ail they ask is
that the lads should be brought to church id
taiglit as tliepairchus thinks best for them. Wc
arc hopeful for this new movement which
appears likcly to prove a nissing liuk, and a
valuablc auxiiary in our parochial systei. lu
Canada the imovement has takcn root so strong-
ly thai a special depot bas beien started at HIali-
fax, Nova Scotia. The ri th is now at the
rate of five corps a week. The Brigade exists
in evcry Eighlih diocese excep one, aid as far
as results go, we think ve arc warranted in coin-
iionding t lis mnovenent to the considcrationî of
the clergy .- The Church Review.

PiAYER is the door for ever open between
eartli and heavei. Sooner than sound can reacli
a human car through this lower atinosphere,
the longing desiro of the spirit ries to the heart
of the eternal Friend. Whether we betieve il
or not, wu are living in an invisible world, where
our wishes are understood before our words are
spuken;.-Liwy Lorcom.


