
THE COLONIAL QUESTION THEN ANDJ NOW

By Jo/mn A. E-wanii

'fNO aesAnthony Froude should
be awarded the menÎt of foresee-

ing how great a part Britain's Colonial
posses-sions might yet play in the for-
tunes oif the Empire. Thîrty years
ago nieithier or the greatt Biritish parties
cotild sec muich advantage in the pos-
:ession of Colonies, and they would
have wvitnessed any of them cut loose
from theMNotherland with calm resigna-
tion. Mir. Di)Îraeli, Mr. Giladstone,
Lord Granville and Mr. Bright had ail
ex pressed themiselves in this sense, and
there seemned to be no one of equal
<pilnence to say them nay. The test
of ail things then was, How much
British goods do they buy? The
statesmnen who had this for their
standard were quite logical whcn they
,aid that an Englishman who emigrat-
cd to the States was quite as uLSeful to
the United Kingdom as, an Egih
mani who cigrated to the Colonies,
because lie, at least, was as free a pur-
chaser (if British goods in one situation
a,; iii the other. This was the sort of
political philosophy in vogue thirty
yearsý ago, and whichl Froude combat-
ted vigoro-usly wvith fils trenchant pen.
Ia one o--f these, an es.say published in
187o),there are mnattersuponwhich there
will not be unliversal agreement, but
there are also forecasts that the light
of events has shown to, be close previs-
ions of the truth. He begins by say-
inig thaýt betwleen 1845 and 1870 four
million British subjects hiad become
citizenls of the United States of Amerî-
ca, The burden of bis complaint was
tbat rio effort had been made to turn
tihe streamn of this emigration to, thc
Colonies, the miaximn of British states-
men beingr that it was a miratter of per-
fect inidifferenice whý-Iethier an English-
maLn Settled on1 the Mlississippi, the
Murray Or the St. Lawrence. The
cssiAyist deplores, this view and scorn-
fully asks if there is another European
Power which, having a surplus popula-
tion and Colonies in which to place
them, wvoul put forth absolutely no
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effort to prcvent thiem strayin,. mnder
the folds of aniothcr Ilag Wewnt
land on whlichi to plant linglk1'h famn-
ilies, he SavsN, Vw he tIcy may
thrive and muililv \without ceaitýng to
bc Enlihmn.Tc land li'es roadyv
to our hand. 'Fie Cooie ontainvirgin soui sufflicient toIplo and fe
five timentS as0man people as aIre no0W
crowded in)toGrieat Pritain and lrelanid.
Nothing is niede-d but armis to cuiltivt
it, wiehere mngorcvsare il-i
lions ofabeoddme unilny
idle, clamouiring for %vrkithi their
families starvingjj, on1 thleir haindý~.
What more simplile thian to bring Ilhe
men and the land togethier? Eey
thing wvhich vvc couldi miostsie
exactly mleeting whlat ks rnot reqjUired,
is thrust inIo ou1r hand, ad thi.s par-
ticular moment ks chosen Io tellIthe
Colonies that we do not wvant them and1
they mlay go%."

Hie wvarns is> counitrymrien thait thle
wholc tcn)dccy, or tlle timie i towNards,
thle augmientatrin or nations, and pro-
phesies that Ilhe (lermant SIttes wiIl
before long becomle 0[e c0U1lr 'V, at
prediction that wa-;s realized Ii leo,
thani two years thercafter. If Greatt
Britain dloes not care to assume1L Ilhe
leadcrship of the Aniglo-saxonl race lie
fecîs sure that th- Uniiited States will
take it up. I 1f vve thIrrow off ithie C'ol-
onies," he say\s, - 1it i t lcast possilble
that thcy maytý applyý f or adiuIance into
the American) Uioni, and it i, eqllyIN
possible that Ilhe Amncnsw ot re-
fuse themn. Caad ltey av cd calcui-
late onias acertainty. nVya ot Ilhe
Cape and Austraia aind Newv Zealaýnd
follow? Hie goes on tO say. tha;t il
Australia and the Cape wýere À1menican
we couid Dot hold Indiai excepi at the
America.ns' pleasuire. Býr1iish com-.
mierce wold be cqually at theirmrc
and the best prospect for lEnrtons would
be to bie one daiy swepit linto thlt
train of the samie grand cnecay
This fine of reflectionl hie concludes as11
follows :-" Fromi the day that it is


