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SKETCHES OF THE MARITIME PRO-
VINCES.

No. I .- Tuz NYPIsiGuiT Rivia, NEw
BasUNswacK.

The Nipisiguit River fren its month near
Bathurst to the Grand Falis, a distance of
twenty-onc miles, Is unsurpassed for wild
rugged primitive beauty by any other river in
Amserica. Bevond this point it ceases to be
interesting to the sportsman, as the falls pre-
sent au unsurmountable barrier to the further
progress of that dexterous gymnast, the sal-
mon, and his halt-brother, the sea trout, up
strean, which llnd the decip shady pools,
gravelly beds, and miniature cascades of thi3s
enchanting river a fitting place to deposit
their ova., As an angler's resort it bas a world-
wide reputation, and never fails to repay those
who travel thousands of miles in search of
sport or the picturesque. The chic-f points of
interest we will briefly sketch.

The first we corne upon on ascending the
river in a canoe is the "rough waters,' three
miles from its month. It is a seriés of granito
ledges over which in frelst season the wa:rs
rush, a sheet of silvery foam hoiling, hissing,
and dashing hither and thither with a cease-
less thundering roar. This extendq over a
mile, with a breadth of about ou thousand
feet.

We portage round this terrible rapid, and
proceed pulling upward about four miles,
when the 4-Rapid of the Round Rocks" causes
a haul-up and generai discharge ofrods, reels,
tin-pans and tent polesi, nud other misci-el
laneous wares consequent on camp life, not
forgetting the demi-john. This portage is
nained from the nuincrous mwater-worn round-
headed boulders, which rise abruptly fromn
the bed of the river. Near by the Indians
had an encampment and small reserve, so
that in spite of law and fishiug wardens the
ruthiless spear of the dusky Mie-mac did Its
feil work of destruction in the pools among
these curious bald deposits of the glacial
period. Up to this point smaul farmas of ex-
cellent land have broken tihe wilderness with
their " green sunny slopesY

FINE ARTS IN TnU FOREST.

Here civili.ation ceases. and the shores on
either side are thickly wooded with scrubby
spruce and Labrador pine. Wild meadows
with a fringe of maple occasionally relieve
with their emerald brightness the sombre
tones of the evergree-ns.

Pabineau Falls, eight miles from the start-
ing point, is a favourite resting-place for the
prince of fiahes. Nature here appears in a
very wild and fantastie garb ; water and
rocks ln inextricable confusion striving for
mastery. Falls, rapide, whirlpools, pots and

FniuE rORE AND

fonsu frniing hundreds of beautiful Il bits,"
suc> as the' lever cf natuire and the cultivasted
artistic mimd know well how to appreclate.
On rither bank the sanie ehi erurty rock is
piled np step upon step with inari-elious re-
guiarity, ini some places fuil thir-ty feet above
tise iciel (if thse river. The çstreun, in a dis-
tance cf nabout a quarter of aillei,, takes thre
sndden beud8 which i'arics Utesrotsping aud
Increaeses the inon>- gorgeoissiy picttnre'Fqu
smnirprirses c f fiis deàightful iocnitv-bin<-k
fit- and m(equitct's not takesi into aet'ount.

The' ttFiat Rock" ans Il"Giimoiisrp Cast" are
the angler's chief stations. Tise latter us
namie(latter a reclulie who iived. for naîny
years a sol(tar>' 1f near the Pabineau. No
case knew whenc lise caine or bitipdgre
N7ýIe Io susppfsed te have bt-en cf good faiiy,
was cvi<lcntly w-eli edncated, asuli of Scottish
enigin. Tise levers cf tise uysterions hisgged
thte ia tsat lie lisat comniitted soffiogreat
crime, and ivas an outeat and an nntlsîwand
dore net seek tihe Il bssy haunts cf ssen." Hte
wouid occasionaliy visit tise village to fil
bis çanteen. Re iived anti dit-d a mylitery
And alonse. It le clainued that lie wau the
fret who il whippedl~ the Nipîigîit.

Oid Dick, or tic Hermit of the Pabineau
ai more recent thcugh not lesis cilebrateti
cisaracter, le llkowise aesociated witls the hie-
tory cf Uhc place. He lied a but witlulu a
mile of the fisuiug grotnudesud iived by the
sale ot wlld xneadow isay and what ho coul
et sponge Ilont o f the youang lordliugus wlso
fiahed thc strcam. HReuas ai cbaracter ln hie
way and at anthorlty on Neveu Flies aud
Hacklis. Hie early yoîsti was ovidesîUy spent
ln the ilOrcen Isle ;" te bis dylng day lie

never took his whiskey watered. Everyone
visited Dick, and he took their measure as
gentlemen from the quantity of firewater they
crnried for their cruise. Dick was theirfriend
and never disturbed the pools at daytbreak se
long as it lasted. Dick was a thirsty soul
from early morn tilli "dewey eve," and his
pretended rights to the fishing.grounds had to
be regularly bought up every day, or he would
thrash sway with a tly as large as a robin
and drive every fish up stream.

We give a sketch of him "at home," dis-
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playing his picture gallery, which consiàted
of one common print gorgeously coloured, of
a Dame du Ballet in professional costume.
Mioncy could net purchase this gem of high
art from the enraptured Dick. Likewise, bis
morning call appearance; on bis passage
through the bushes the musquitoes would
gather round their old friend in a dense cloud.
A deputation, bottle in band, awaits him with
some 95 per cent. over proof anything under
that wvouId insult his palate. t Four fingers*"
down'a and the fisheries were secure for the
uorning.

TnR ORA-ND FALLS.

Seven miles from the Pabineau is a deep,
clean eut cleft in the solid rock, through which
the river courses with more or less violence,
according to the volume of water passing
through it. By' sone this is considered excel-
lent ground for sport. Beyond this a short
distance, and the rapids and falls of the great
and littluelchain of rocks core in view-more
labour for the voyageur in the shape of a long
portage. It is a succession of small cascades,
rapide, poolsuand broken water, extremely
beautiful if not grand. We assisted on one
occasion In landing a 301b fish out of one of
theso pools The above is about two miles in
length. A good snub-ist can descend this
rapid, but It requires one who knows the
etreamu. French half-breeds generally are cm-
ployed as canoe tenders by fishing parties.
They are usually a very temperate,honestrace.
They have, however, a wonderful liking for
fried fat pork at all times, and on all occa-
sions. In the Iwee sma' hours" wu have
awakened with a flszing in our ears-a stencb

in our nostrils, and behold before our startled
vision in fuIl relief the kneeling figures of
Il Les habitants," counting their aves, and in-
dulging as usual, Just above the little chain
Ot rocks i8the basin, a wide lake-like sheet
of very deep water. After passing through
this, you enter the narrows of the Grand Falls,
a rocky gorge. High perpendicular crags
shut you in on either side, varving from 150
to 300 feet high, with a breadth of 60 feet. As
you pass up this fearful chasm, nov and then
snubbed in the centre of a glassy sheet of
driving and extremely translucent water, yon
breathe not, you speak not, lest the echo
9hould bring down those terrible frowning,
threatening masses of lpurple rock high up
cverhead. The sun but seldom faintly tips
these gloomy, solemn, caver-nous retreats.
Natural ice wells can be found among its
clefts and rents all through the year. We
turn an elbow. and before us springs with a
sudden roar the Grand Falls of thi Nipisigu it.
Taken as a "tout ensemble," it is allowed to
be the' queen of cascades on this Continent.
Had the author of Minne-ba-ha \viewed this
Fall previous to writiug up his'-i Laughing
Waters," be ctrt.ainly would have changed his
base. for the Minne-ha-ha is but a taill sluice
conpared to the Nipisiquit in poutof roman-
tic beauty.

Read':r if ever you should visit the Nipi-
siquit, and fish the pools ai the Grand Falls,
endeavour to pot your seventeen salmon in
one day, fur it was done by a wrell known Eng-
lish sportsman when the writer was on the
river. The Falls have three leaps, anda total
perpendicular of nearly one hundred feet.
Senator Ferguson is the only party lumberiug
in this river. The difficulties are great. Pro-
visions bave to be sent twelve months in ad-
vance, and placed in ar bouses, or strong
buildings secure aainsttdhe attack of burly
Bruin. The nearest camp is seventy-five or
eighty miles froin Bathurst. The Nipisiquit
has suffered much from unlawful netting and
spearing. The ishing privileges are now
leased, and etlicient care taken Of the spawn-
ikg grounds, so that it cannot fail but recupe-
rate, and occupy its former well-deserved
popularity. E. J. R.
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o.D Dicz en route.


