
154 THE HARP.

unreasonable, projudiced little moitail
tha t you are. I lilko honesty, aid ;you
aro honest. I like pCOi)ie to thiik for
themelives, anid you do that with a ven-
geance. But still, [ repeat aiil main-
ta ini, youl are cruel and nitijust to L-
Once Longworth.

'I tin k liîonsieur Longworth i.
her'e," says Rleiiie, siddeniy.

Sle has chanced to glance round and
sec him standing thlere, not threc yards
off, exininin g the long yellow buds of a
tea-rose. She turns quite white for a
moment, and her f,'ce takes a startled
look; the next instant a flash of prond
defiance leaps into her oyes. She faces
hin resolutely, with lips compressed.

"You have heard overy word," that
ficry glance says ;" you know how i
scorn and lepise you, and I amn glad of
it."

"'Good afternoon, ladies," says Xr.
Longwi'ortl, placiiy, taIking off his lat.

I1 trust I sec you both well afLer the
fatigue of last iiglt ?"

Ieither speaks. Miss Hariott mca-
sures with lier eyes the distance at which
he has stood, and thoroughly is she is
accustomed to his cool audacity-or, as
Frank puts it, " thestupendous magnii.
cence of his cheek,"-or this occasion it
for the first'instant renders her dumb.
The pause grows so embarrassing that
Reine rises te go.

"Mademoielle," the gentleman says,
"'if my coming hastens your depaiture,
Miss llariott will have rcason ta regret
my very ill-timed visit."

IYour coming does not influente my
departure in the least," responds made.
inoiselle, coldly and proudly. " Mees

ar'iot,"-she turns to that lady, a
laugh in her eyes-" you cannot imagine
how much good my visit has donc me.
I go away with conscience lightened
nad a nind relieved, and I vili return
to-rnarow, and ail the to.morrrows, il
you will jlet me. Un til thon, give me
one of your roses as a souvenir.'

If wonder youi carc to have iÉ. Mis.
Windsor's speeimens are the finest in
tlhe country oind."

"They are not hait as s\weet as tiesa.
Adieu, then, madame, until We meet
again."

She passes Mr. Longwoorth in silence,
with a stately little bow. Mr. Long.
worth, aise in silence, gravely and pro-

foundîtly respondts. .\di.s lariott gees
vith ier guest to the gate, and wheln
she returns, finds Longwortlh coiloit-
ably in tlie chair tho voiig lady hias
just vacated, and (need it be said ?)
lightingI the inoevitablo cigari. With
iternest majety in lier eye, the lady
taces iiim.

Lauroice Loigworti, how leong had
yeoi becn standing cavesdioppoc there ?'

" let me see," says Longwotah, and
punlls out his wattl. " I ea tell youi to
a inuîte. I opened your gate t tweity
minutes to four, niow it is tive minuutes

ast. I must have beei standing there
exainii ng thuat yellow rose (the rose-
worms are at it, by the wiay) tui twen-
ty-five iniiutes. But, was it caveýtdruop-
pinig, Miss Hariott? Andîti is it yoir
habit and Maemoisellc Reiiio's to dis-
cuss fam ily secrets in the openI air, and
in a tone of voice that lie wlho ins inay
read ? I tnik for iiformation ?'"

Yon licard ovcry word she said ?'
E1very word, I thin k and liel)C."

roiy Well," says the lady, with
somie grimess. At least ye vorified
the adage that listenors never hear aily
good of themselves, and you. have found
out how cordially Mademoi Reino
detests you."

" Very true but doin't yo know that
is not always a bad sign ? Somcbody
who ought to know says, in fact, tait it
is best to begin with a littie aversion.

"Begin whgat ?"
Longworth laugls, and puffs a vol-

urne of smoke into the rose bushes.
That eider sister is an exceedingly

1)retty girl, Laurecî"
"lxceedingly pretty, Miss Hilariott."
"You paid hec very mnrketl a ttention

last night, I observetd."
"Did yo ? Perhaps yoii aioobserved

that very marked attention was paid
lier by every otiier mani in the hoiuso."

" And se wili bu very ich."
"And as one of Mr'. Windsor's ijeir-

esses-natural ly."
"Larry," goes on Miss Hariott, filling

her basket with doad leaves, '"I observ-
cd, likewise, that Mrs. Windsor watched
yo two with very friendly eyes. Do
you thinlc yo can do botter than be.
come her grandson.in-law ?"

"I don't think I can."
And it is time you nariied."

"So several persons have informed


