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lord; and® won't accept them—such an

those who take their ideas of the nation
from mythieal discriptions.
Ned stood six feet two inchaes in his

it was its remarkable slighiness but the
agility, the grace, I had almost suid the
ofegance of “his movements, more then
compensated for any deficiency of bulk,

He was Bdward Blmsdale's foster
brother, and at one. time the tic of at-
tachment between them had been very
strong:  Lady [lmsdale had nearly lost
her lile at the birth of her eldest son,
and Ned’s mother, then gate-keeper’s
wife, had taken the infant and nursed
him with her own boy.

In bis young duys Ned had worship-
ped the little lovd, us he called his young
master, with an almost adoring fondness.
When Iddward went to a public school,
the boy lost his spirits for weels, and
nearly lost his health forever.  When
Fdward returned home with his large
experience of the world, and new idens
on the subject of pleasure, Ned received
his fiest - lesson in the vanity of humun
attachmentr, He submitted without a
muariur, bt the wound rankled, and
when he found, at a later period, that
Edward had worse faults than ingrati-
tude, hie' was uneither trouabled nor suir-
prised. The breach was now widenoed
hopilessly. o

Lthas been said that visitors were ex
pected from England to xpend the Christ-
mas at Islmsdale Custle.” They were to
arrive Ly the Liverpool packet, and
might be oxpected a few hours after
midnight.  They might not come fur
some hours later.  In this uncertainty,
everything had been prepared for their
reception. should they make their ap-
perance even earlier then had been un-
ticipated.  Tho heads of the family had
retired to rest, as Miss ISlmsdale, who
was with the travellers, wounld  be able
to acl-as hostess. - It was supposed they
would prefer retiving to rest asspeedily
a8 possible, “to exchanging - civilities in
all the discomfort which must follow a
sea voyage at such o season. The upper
housemard had:been charged to remain
upand-look after the tires; and  Rdward
Timsdile was in quest of  her when:he
entered the dining-room and there found
Tis mother and:brothers. - e was Jook-

Irishman exists in the imagination of

“glocking feet.” If*his figurehad afault

ing for hor now, He was taking 2 meam
advantage of an unfortunate gitl—und.

‘he knew it.

Ellie  McCarthy - was- still young,.

‘though she held a responsible- position:

in the houschold. Her aunt was the

‘housckeeper, and when her mother died.

she was taken into service in the Castle.
Iier manner and appearance were 50 at-
tractive that Lady Islmsdale would have.
had her trained as her own maid if she.
had not already possessed a treasure in.
that eapacity—one who was almost as.
much friend as servant, Tt was settled,.
then, that she should be taught the
duties of housemaid, and she hecame up-
per housemaid, through the marmage of.
two fetlow xervants, before she had veach:
ed her twentieth year.

I have described Ned, and T suppose
something must be said about Ellie,but L
confess considerabledifiiculty in'the taslk.
I do not claim for all Lrish givls her rare.
gilts of mind and person; but they have:
very frequently an indiscribable purityof
look, tone snd manner to which no words
can do justice—which must be s¢en and:
felt to. he understood. BT

There was o fawn-like shyness and
brightness in her ‘eye, an  cxceeding.
sweetness in her smile, and "a - timidity-
which was at once trustful and hesitat-
ing in its expression. .

She had gone from one room to an-
other tending the fires, piusing awhile.
in ecach, and singing to herself somo:
snatches of the Christmas carols which.
she had been taught in her carly days
at the Convent school, aud which wero
loved for the sake of those who taught
her as well as for their boly words. She
was now in the dining-room, removing
the remains of the boys' supper, and put-
ting things, as she would havs expressed.
it, “to vights.” Tt was a very large,
apartment, and she stood with her back
to the double doors which opened into it.
from the great hall. These doors were.
covered with haize, studded with largo-
brass nails, and' there was besides a.
=winging door which she had fastened.
ajar, :
¢ Edward came in so quietly that she: -
did notnotice his entrance until he came.
agninst a chair, which ‘he threw down:
involiantarily, for his objéct was (o at-
bract her to his presence . by some quict.
movement. . The girl gave an- exclama.




