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lord; and, won't accept them-such an ing for her now. Ie was tacing a meani
3rishman exists in the imagination of advantage of an unfortunate gh l--id,
those-who take their ideas of the nation he knew it.
fûom mytlical disciptions. Ellic Mecrthy was still young

Ned stood six f'et two inches in his though shc held a responsibl position;
stocking fèct." If his figurobud a fault in the houschold. Her aunt was tho

it was its rciarkaîble slightness but the housckeepor, and when hei mother died
agili ty, thc grace, I had alnost said the she was takon into service in the Castle.
elegance of his niovements, more then Her manner and appearance were se at-
compensated for iny deficieney of bulk. tractive that Lady Elmsdale would have.

lie was Edward lmsdale's foster had ber trained as lier ow'in maid if sho.
brother, and at one time the tic of at- had not already possessei a treasure in
tachiment between them had bccn very that capacity-onc who w'as almnost as
strong. Lady Elmsdale had necndy lost inich fricnd as servant. t was settled,
her lite at. the birth of her eldest son, hilen, that she should bc taught the
and Ned's mother, then gatc-keepcr's duetis of housemaid, and she became up-
wife, bad taken the inlant and nursed per iseimaid, through the marringe of
im with lier own boy. two rlelow servants, before she had r'each;

lit his young d ays Ned hiad worshilp- ed ber twentietht year. ,
olid he littlic lord, as lie called his youn1(g I bave dcscribed Ncd, and I suppose

imaste, with an il ost adoring fondness. smething nis b se aid about Elliebit L
WhCnî Edwird wtent to a pt ucicschool confess e(oniderablcedifrlCulty intictask.
the boy lest his spirits flr wvCooks, and i. dl not claim fr i Irishl lgirlsh
neirly Iosti his hcalfth forever. When gifts of mi nd i d person ; bu t t hey lave

Ewar i rtued homc with his large very frqiently aii ndiseribabic purilynf
experincte of tUe wvorhi, and now idas lo, tone and mainnr te which no words
on the subject of pleasure, Ned receivod cin do justice- vhich iust be seen and
his tirst lesson in the vanity of humu felt te be undistood.
attachimcit. le submtted without Thorc was a fawn-ike shyness and
mti·iiii r, bit the ivound tankled, and brighItins in her cye, in cxcecding
wliei lie foiind, at e liter period, that swoetness in hr smeile, and a timidity
Eiard lId worse ftults than ingrati- wliclh was at one truîstfuîl Iand Iesitat-
tde, lie ws neither tro:îbled nor sur- ing iii its expression.
priseid. The brach was now widened She hald gone froim one room te n-
hopessly. ohier teinding the fires, pansing cwhie

L hias ben said that visitoris Nvere ex in caci, aud singing te herself some
pected fion England te spenid the Christ- snatches of the Christ mas carols which
ms at Ehnsdale Castle. Tiy weore t e had been taught i her carly days
aririv by the LJivc-pool packelt, and t the Convent schoel, ad which wcro
meiglit be expected a. fw hours after Iovcd for tle sakc cf those who tauglit

idnit ghtt. They iiiiht nlt comc fAt her ils well as for their holy wviords. 81ho
some hours iter. li this unertinty, wis now in the dining-room, remtoVing
everyting lid boen p-epted for their thle remains of the boy.-s' snpper, and put-
reception shoul they mnake their ap- ting tiigs, as she wo id hav expressed
peirance even ecarlier thcn had bee an- it, "l to ights." It was a very large.
ticipated. The hlieids of the f:mily had apartment, and she stood with her back
retired to iest, as Miss .El msdale, who to the double doors which opcned into it
wals with lie t-avellis, ivould be abl Irom the grcat hall. These doors wore
to aot-as hostoss. It iwas supposed they covercd with baize, studded with largo
wolul prerfot retirinîg to rest asspecdily brAss nails, ad there was besides a
as possible, te exchanging civiliitis in swinging door which she had fastcned
al the distomnfort which must followya ajar.
sa voyigc at such a season. The upper Edwacd came in so quietly iat she
housemaid had beon clarged to remain did notnotice his entrance unti le came
up andlooik af te tte tirc, and Edvard against a citai rwiilb ic he throw down
] imsdte was in quest of lier wlhen lie iivoluitarily, for h is object waNs to at-
entered the diningroom and tiere foiii tract lier to his presence by seme quiet.
his nothor and brothers. Hc vas look- movemnent. The girl gave an exclaia-


