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source ofiational poetry, and ir'efuiises
to guide its fatir by the lo.ssoiis whiIhi
its history i m parts. Ireland being thel
only country of' Celtie speech over
whiich thile Roinan hiad not rlled, om-1
eaily insiuti ons, laws, and iabits
n1fford p'ec'iois aid in detamiing those
of' Biitain, Gauli, and Noitierii taly be-
for Lite Latin coiquesi. They aiso
urniished materiais towads le Carl iv

histo-y of' u a i nsti tuil tionis, an i
gave the key to mich that,was obisenbcue
in oriigi of t le iuciidal systei-iay.
they eveli throw an unexpeel light
on the carly institutions otut of wiiici
the :Briiitisi Coistitition was evolved.
Again, whiei thei culture of' the ancient
world sooimiedi about to entir'ely perisi
beneat th e flood of* orthirn barbai-
ism, a spark fir'om it was caiught up and
ciri'ef'ullyx nourishecd in Irehind, and
fromn it r cointrymen r'ektiiidid
maiv a fire of nowledge in Europe.
Fuirtiherimore, the Celti ythology t lc
key of' whiiieh weold be fondiiit inî ourI'
manuitst, was directly or indi'ectly'
inteiwovennwith much ofthe early poct-
ry and rominatic literature of'Erp,
and even one of' the gr'eatest of' liviir
Englishi poets hadl takzen the subjoets of'
some of the most charining poemsf
that abundant source. Th early his-

'tory of cvery old peopic w-as a tissue of'
fables. That of Ireland could not be-an
excepti'on. Tie stories of'Fornorians,
Firbolgs, Tuatha De Danaans, and
Milcsians fiom Spain VOI'r demîolishlcd
by modein science. All the gri'cat
Kiings and personages of' our storics
must go ba'ek to the Land of Promise
wheince tiey came and wicther tra-
dition had ali'cady sont tue Tuatha
De Danaan. Real history began for ns
in the end of the fourth centuiry, in the
time of Nial of the Nine Hostages,
'who however, only cimeriged fiomîî the
mythic clouds. Tue perioc with which J
am concerned is fri'omi tlo sixth to the
ninth century. The story will perihaps,
disappoint those who- hlave ben in the
habit of transfiguring ancient Ircland,
and thon viewing every personage and
event belonging to it through the halo
-which their imaginations iad created.
-Nor- wiil t satisfy those -who, oitlhcr
through ignorance, or passion, bolievecd
the ancient Irish to bo no better than
-savages. Thirteen hîundred years ago
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the aspect of' 1 reland was very different
Froin what il is to-day 'Phe coIntIr,
now so bare of tces, w'as thien coverd
wii foirests o' cnisiderable extent, ci-
compin broad:i expiseî.'is of upland
pastur t'es an m arsh meadws,ibirokei
bditc or' 1y ke. Tier'e w'ere nio cii eos
or lar-ge towns at the Imoitli of, oini-
rivrls; no stonlo bridge spannied dhctn.

Stepping stonies, or al. best hui rdle c
bridages ati he frds oi slialiows oilered
the nly mode of* Crossing tlie bmmldest
of thei. and coninectig thlie un \paved
u-nekzs or bridie paths whIichi lormied
the main r'oads. 'The heigihts wV'eIe lot
crownied by stonec e1astles; flhe very

chrhsat this period, were of' wood,
or perhaps o' wicker woik or elay.
Pi red deci and w ild bjoar abhouncd edi in
the ibresi, ani wolves prowl iouit
and ravaîged th e flocks, f'r tic imiost
p:ut unproiected by fences. Sca tCtred
over. the colintry , c litileroilus Sim ili
hainlets, cmposedi nminly ofi smllnl eab-
ins, but having soine Iore pretentiouîs
ouses; whuile other h1a1incis were comi -

posed only of0 hiits of* the ruest kind.
i iere ani tiiere wCre large hiam xcilets
oQi vi liages that iacd gr'own iu i
about groupis of' honuises surrîoulided by
an eartinci moundc or raici pait. Some-
times the raimipart, w:as double, and liad
a dcep ditch betw'eeci tiema. Tihe single
raipart eciclosed a lis, or cattle yard,
and was somnetimes called a rath;
the occupici was a /laith, or landiord.
The double raimpart anad diteli was a
dun, and contained the residence .of a
)igh, or kig. 'lie words rath, lis and
dun are commoiln our toupographiiical
iomnoniclatiirc. Onc naine, shean dun,

oir the Old Dun, which cominanded the
ford of, the 'le, whiere is now North-

gate Bridge, has been wafted ui- and
wide by the fame of» the modern bells
there. Helro and there in thie nighirlbor-
hood of thec iainets w«eie Iateiics of coIn
gronVc Upon the alotments that woro
annually exchangeable among the in-
habitants. Around the din and the
rath the cultivation wvas better, for the
coin laniid was the fixed property of the
lord, antd the symptoms of f'enciig the
crops were visible: The tillage '«as
irude, the spade and fori being madle of
wooi, though tue w«altir classes
thon, or at li events soon after, slod
thein with iron. Wc have no absoluto


