
464 THE CAMP MEETING.

I do the same-for I am a poor unworthy creature, ,worshippers from ail parts or flic country assemble
and need them. I hope there are no critics hore-1 here."
do not like critics, my brethren, they are like Turkey. " I might judge so from the increasing c rowd, si r
Buzzards ; they eat up ail the garbage. Thicy are but how did these meetings originaec ?"
like the cvil one-they fly away with ail the bad, and "In necessity : our planters dwiel, each mi on
leave ail the good. Sinners are like a flock of his own estate, and usually remote from one an-
sheep-when one secs a hole in the fence, and runs other-consequently, numbers nust travcl a great
through it, ail the rest will follow ; so whcn one sin- distance, if they would attend divine service in a
ner does a wicked thing, ail the rest will do so too. church. This occasions our congregations to be
Eut I can tell you of a friend vho can call them ail small, and christian intercourse unfrequent. On the
back again-it is the Saviour, and I ivili describe first settlement of the country this ivas peculiarly
hum to you. Hle is kind and loves you ail, and he- the case, and several good men, lamenting the con-
andi he is-and he will-and"-here the unfortunate scquences of such a state of things, suggested these
preacher came to a full stop-paused a moment general meetings as a preventative of the evils they
longer, and then actually took his seat, unable to fcared. A grove, abounding in springs of vater
utter another word. ivas selected as their first place of meeting, and ne.

After some hesitation a brother arose and in- cessity has taught us, from time to time, to inerease
formed the congregation that the reason " brother our conveniences, until we have arrived at a sys-
Syms could not go on, was because they had not tematic arrangement of our tents and equipage."
prayed for hin." This was too much for the gravity "I think you account well for ticir commence-
of Frances, and they were obliged to retreat from ment-but do you not think they occasion a great
tlie stand, in self-defence, or run the risk of scan- deal of error ?"
dalizing the excited audience by very ill-timei " Every thing may be perverted to evil, and a
laughter, camp meeting is certainly no exception to the rule

FIatigued by the scenes of the day, the friends retir- but 1 knowv not that any more evil is done at one o
ed early to rest, but they were not destined to enjoy them than at any other public meeting ; nor ivould
their repose long undisturbed. Theýy were awakened I dare to say that the great Being who has promised
by the most fearful shricks. Emily listened appall- to be with all his sincere worshippers, wherever they
ed-again they reached ier ears, accompanied by are assembled, may not be fountid as well in ter-
groans and exclamations ? then above those sountids pies of his own cration, as in houses bjiL by humait
of anguish, were heard voices of exhortation and hands. Look! Miss Witttlîrop, ant tell ie if you
prayer, and louder still was shouted the Hallelujah think a nobier or more acceptable tenple couit be
of praise. Frances marked the horror-stricken face found than this, for the worship of the Almightyi'C"
of her friend. " Rest quietly, Lnm," she said, " it Emily gazed fron the open door ofthe lent, ant
is only the people at the meeting. They are frantic ber eyes beamed with delight, as she behelt the
with excitement. What do you think some of those iovely seene before her. The unnumbercd varieties
sounds resemble ' of foliage, rlccting th lrismatie colours fro the

"The cries of tortured spirits," answered Emily, sparkiing geins of tie that yet lingeret on their
as sie hastily enveloped her head in the clothes, to surface, and checquerin- with their ivaving shadoss
exclude the terrifie noise. tue smooth grass, vith a tîousant fanciful foras of

"And this," said Miss Winthrop, as they sat at iht and shate-the groups of people assembled
breakfast next morning, " this is a camp meeting !" under the stateiy trocs for conversation, or wander-

"The excitement is assuredly too strong bere." ing, in deep contemplation, towards te thick groves
observed Col. Hargrave, but many a child of heaven that skirted te encampment, ant the throngs tiat
dates his adoption from some one of these meetings." %vere hurrying to ant front the Stand ;-ai) vere oh-"But ivoultp not an attendance i churches an- jets of admiration.

suverhthessanoek>!aMres Wurphropaand teecure tftyou

thYet, papa," erie Frances, as if in reply o lierfro the scanda attfnding such scenes as these father's st remark, I o lmiy
enquire Emiy. tendm tearing rmerself a oeay fro of it today."

I1 do net know ivhi théy avould net," sait Fran "Are you already tired df ilt 'a he asked.
ces-"I but you knv tiese meetings last several e confes i aer unwilling T expose m yse f t r
days, anti in that lime we have an opportunity of repetitiait of the scenes of yestcrday, andt avoulti pre-scein, many frienti; uho assemble here." fer rturniag tody ; at the same time, I must m-

The Colonel smulei at this saliy of I sis lively treat that no one ces bt influence d y my moue-
daughlster, anti orbsfaeed, c q uVe wht meet et our wneats."
cturches, Miss Winthrop, but utfortunately they oBut if 1, also, a inclitic to rcturn horme,"
nre smaI!, and ivouii scarclygconhain one-fourth of as aned the Colonel, smiling, pa e I prohibite "
thc gr i uu are nr thnearc s yI 13y no mcane. efr cve meanti-

ing in dee contemlation toward eh thc.goe


