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We refer to the manner in which the
wectric wires ave strung all over the city
winch doubtless affords the lusurance
coispanies just cause for complaiat, The
wamway wires have little or no pro-
wudton, 831 some steps will have to be
Laineh to prevent a general flare up at any
Lunc.

ILie insurance companies in Loudou,
g, nOW reyquireanswersto the fullowing
wucries on the subject of cleteric light in
Luwildings, before issuing any policies on
sud'. cisks where it is used. It might be
wstructive to re-produce those questions
Lcre for the benefit of our readers:

i. By whom has the installation been
fitted up ?

.. llow is the electricity generated?

4. Areincandescent or arc lights used ?

i. Are the conductors insulated with
anbia-rubber?

+. Have all the conductors sufficient sec
Lwnal area to allow 100 per cent. more clee-
ity being safely sent through them
than ~ill be required for the lights they
supply ?

o. Is there any ground circuit.? Arve gas
or water pipes used as part of any circuit?
Is any part of the fittings usecd as part of
auy circuit?

7. Areall fittings thoroughly insulated
from earth and from gas pipes?

s. Are *cut outs™ or *safcty fuses”
piaced close to the source of supply, at the
junction of every sub-main or branch with
the main or sub-main? If from a high
tengion supply company on both primary
and sccondary mains?  If primary or sec.
ondary batteries are used, has cach regu-
laung cell a * cut out” or ** fuse™?

1, Are all switches, resistances and cut
outs so placed that there is no danger of
tire {from heating or fusing?

10. If secondary generators, transformers
or converters are uszd, are they placed
inside the insured building, or where?

\.B.—~The answers to above should be
mven by the electrical engincers who have
fitted up the installation. In all casesthe
form must be signed by them.

PROVINCIAL MATTERS.

The Provincial Parliament has been for
mally opened, and soon the representatives
of the people will be up to the neck in busi.
uess.  The Speech from the Throne, with
* hich they were setto work, began with a
very fittine succession of regrels on ac-
count of the death of Sir John A, Mnc-
donald and H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence.
Then came an array of congratulations
upon the past yesr of solid prosperity and-
the cuncouraging outlook for the fu
tarc. More than ouce commercial
iravelers  from  the East have spo.
hen to the writer of the solid and sub.
~wwntial appearance of the business pros.
perity of this province, where they dis.
worered none of thatstringency which was
wpparent almost cverywhere clse.  And
wiiy has this beent we mayask, The com.
jarative immunity oi our people from
susiness failures may be traced to the
svlid way in which they have donctheir
uade.  Our peopledo not indud +in that

siteflying * that is so characteristic ol
wwse who do business on paper instead of
«+ much cash 3s possible—and thiv is
wach aided by the old-fashioned, though

nono the less excellent, system of doing
business if not upon cash by current ac.
count. ‘Pay cash at a specifled tlme,
and in the meauntime as often as you like i

Moreover, there are few, if any, of those
objectivnable concerns that are termed
* supply houses™ In this community, and
our retailers are not given to snapping at
the baits which are so persistently held out
by some Fastern whatesalers to stuck ap
to an unlimited eatent upon almost the
purchaser’s own terms, Our industries
are ail flourishing, while our coal output
was last year almost 50 per cent. greater
than the twelve months previous. Then,
as to the future, our mineral prospects are
of the best. Recent developments of new
ledges, both of gold and silver, have been
.such as to attract general attention to
them, the prospect Leing, as mentioncd
elsewhere, that thay will have an inpetus
such as they have not previously received
by the influg of capital and Ly improved
means of transpoitation both by water and
by rait. Financially, British Columbiahas
established itself upon the London market
on a much more advantageous basis than
it ever previously occupied, and for works
of real benefit to the country is not likely
to be handicapped for lack of resources.
TLe trouble, however, is frequently that
too much credit for a country is quite aa
bad as for theindividual. Witness the
case of some of the Australasian and other
colonies.

Th. land law is, we are glad to know, to
undergo further amendment, in order as
much as possible to preserve agricultural
lands for actual settlers. Albeit every
number of the Official Gazellc contains
additions to the long list of those who are
grabbing for the most cligible sections of
country that are yet to be disposed of.
Definite action is, it would appear, to be
taken this session, 'ooking to the actual
settlement of the Scottish crofters, about
which so much hsaalready been said. It
would, however, be well to see that their
so-called friends have not too biga hand in
the pie; and that it be madeimpossible for
speculative deals to be made out of the
departure.

The Speech tells us—what cverybody is
supposedtoconcurin—that “thereisreason
to anticipate an carly settlement of the
vexed question of ourrights in Behring
Sca, and we can only hope that the terms
may be such as will permit of our import.
ant sealing industry being prosccuted
without further obstruction.” We are
none too sanguine as to thejoutcome, which
will be as litte to the advantage of Brit
ish Columbin as the Americans can man
age to make it.

LOUSE DISCOUNTING METHIUDS.

Itis a rawc with English banks when dis.
counting paper to take into consideration
thestanding of makers as much as that of
endorsers; but in Ganada it 13 clatmed

namcd.
scrutinuze the paper preseated for discount

{ug of makers, instead of rc'ying exclu-

©

that httle fmportance is attached to thoj {
former, the chicl condition be:ng the en- announced that ’aftera fairly good scason
dorscment,which renders the paper double | better acTangements hase been made with
It is held shat the banks should |

more closely by enquiriog into the stand-

I'rade Dulletin ly informed, haveadopted a
wore careful scrutiny of the paper brought
tham for duscount, having determined to
tollow morccloseiy the Enghishsystem. The
present chronte troublein the leather trade
in the cast is no doubt due mainly to the
loose manner 1n which tanners’ paper has
been melted by the banks, whether it was
of a legitimate character or not, and it is
learned upon the highest authorivy, says
tho same paper, that some of the Quebee
banks have decided to inauvurate a
thorough reform, which will render all
future attempts of the Llack leather syn.
dicate to dove-tail their exchange notes
with cach other in order to finance at their
will, nugatory. It is admitted on all
handa that some of the tanning firms that
have recently failed, have been sustained
golel, through their adroit methods of
milking the banks by *kite flying,” and
werepeal that, if this state of things be not
stopped, the consequences to the banks
will be of a nost serious nature.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

A scHEME for taking vessels of twenty
fect draught through the Canadian canals
by means of steel pontoons placed under
them is being urged upon the Canadian
Government. The expense of the system
would be about $500,000.

The Hequiam, Wagh., CanningCompany
is said (o Le doing a rushing business can-
ning clams, this scason. More than 1,100
quarts have gone to Tacoma for cold
storage since the company opened its
works, December 23rd, and the demand is
now greater than the supply.

Tue Dominion publicaccounts of the last
fiscal year have been issued and show an
excunditure of $30,343,567, with receipts,
$38,579,310, leaving a surplus of §2,215,000.
The rate of interest on the gross debt is
3.35 per cent., .02 less than a year ago. The
net rate fell from 2.99 to £.92.

Tur Inswrence and Financial Chromcle
finds that out of 557 wholesale mercantile
firms representing $79,211,000 of capital
doing business in Montreal, 99 are French
and represent $5,715,000. This shows that,
despite the great increase of the Freach-
Canadian population, the English-speaking
business men hold their own,  In the city
of AMon -eal, however, retail firms rated at
less than $20,900, are Iargely in the major-
ity, although it is in number rather than
in amount.

I regard to the beet toot sugar induse
try, which has been many a time pointed
oul as a department particularly well suit-
¢d to the conditions of this province, we
nule & prosperoas year after several sea-
sons of suspension and loss for the Famn
ham, Quebec, beet root sugar works., It §s

the farmers and a large tract of available
Jand purchased by the directors, who in-
tend going largely into the growing of
beets. There 1s a prospect, therefore, that

sively upon cndorsers, as is too often the  the coming scason the oulpat of sugar
case. Some of our leading bhauks, the]| will cxceed any for years.”



