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The Condition ‘ot the Drug Tride.

As a result of diligent enquiry amongst
both the wholesale and retail branches of
the drug trade, there 15 10 doubt of the
steadily increasing business m Canada
and of a bnghter outlook than has been
apparent for some years  Not only has a
feeling of confidence been inspired, but
the actual results show a marked im-
provement. ‘The large influx of foreign
capital which has heen steadily pouring
into this country both in the shape of
investments in numing lands and i other
ventures has given a plethora of money,
and we all know that where money is
plenty  with  attendant  increase  n
vaiues of produce and real estate, the
cffece on commercial circles is very
evident,

‘This is what we are now expenencing
in this favored country, and., as onc
branch of the mercanule coramunity, the
drug trade is reaping us shate of the
prosperity.

Although the vexed question of *“cut®
rate " prices and competition {rom outside
dealers is still prevalent in some of the
large centres, which has tended to demor-
alize legitimate business, yet, in spite of
these drawbacks, and probably in some
measure as a result of them, the  retail
druggzist has become more se'freliant,
more aggressive, and more thoroughly
a “business™ man, not depending so
much on the efforts of others, as is
exemplified in the cases of patent medi-
cines, whose makers have, in many cases,
allowed them to be sold indiscriminately
and at whatever prices the “ general mer-
chant” chose to name, but in the devel-
opment of his own individuality in the
manufacture of lines adapted to his trade
and in the handling of others which com-
mand a good margin of profit through the
watchful efforts of thesr manufacturers.

The aggressive policy also which has
been adopted of handling lines of goods
outside of the ordinary run of the drug-
gist’s stock, but which can with preat



