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stay at the door of nobles, if he would
step from his throne and give his mercy
only to the great, the wise, and the learned,

then might there be heard the shout of

praise to a God who thus bonoured the
finé doings of mam. But becamse he
chooses to take the base things of this
world, the things that are despised, and
the things that are not; beeause he takes
these things to bring to nowght the things
that are, therefore is God hated of men.
Yet, kvow that God hath set apart him
that is.godly for himself. He hath chosen
to himself a people whom he will bring to
hiroself at last, who are his peeuliar trea-
sure, the favouwrites of his choice. But
these people are by nature the meet un-
likely omes upon the face of the whole
world. Men today sunken in ain, im-
mersed in folly, brutalized, without know-
ledge, without wit, these are the very
oues that God ordains to- save. Fo them
be sends the word in its effectual might,
aud these are plucked like brands from
the bursing. None can guess the reasons
of divime election. This great act is as
mysterious as it is geacions. Throughout
Scripture we are continually startled with
resplendent instances of unlimited seve-
eignty, and the case of this widow i one
among the many. Electing love passes
by the thousands of widows that dwelt in
God's own land, and it journeys beyend
the berders of €anaam, to cherish and
proserve a heathen woman of Sarepta.
Some men hate the doctrine of divine
novereignty ; but those who are called by
grace love it, for they feel, if it had not
been for severeignty they never would
have been saved. Ah, if wa are now his
‘people, what was there in any of us to
merit the esteem of God? HMow is it that
some of us are converted, whila our com-
panions in sin are left to persewere 1n their
godless career?

* the like, are now sitting here to praise the

How is it that seme of
us whe were once drunkards, swearers, and | were washed in blood.
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be-had lookediat us. And yet, here' we’
are, praising his name. Tell me, ve that

deny divine sovereignty, how is it that the’
publicans and harlots enter into'the king-

dom of heaven, while  the self-righteous’.
Pharisee is shut om? How is it that
from the scum and draff of this city, God

picks up some of his brightest jewels, while.
among the learned and philosvphic, there’
are very few that bow the knee to the God-
of Ferael?! Tell me, how is it that in
heaven there' are more servants than
masters, more’poor than rich, more-foolislt:
than learned?  What shall we'say of this?"
—++L thank thee, O° Father,- Lord of
heaven and earth; because thoa hast hid'

these-things from the wise and prudent,.
and hast revealed'them unto-babes. Even:
so; Father: for so it seemed’ goed in thy

sight.” ] )

2. But if there' be sovereignty in the
choice, I cannot omit another thought akin
toit. What undeservingness tiere was in
the person! She was po Hannab. 1
read not that she had’ smitten the Lord’s:
enemies, like: Jael, or had forsaken the
gods of her country, like Ruth.. She was
no more notable than auy other heathen.
Her idolatry was as vile-as theirs, and her
mind as foolish and vain- as that of the
rest of Mer eountrymen. Ah, and in the
objects too of God's love; there iv wothing
whatever that can move his heart to love
them; nething of merit,. nothing which
aould move lim to selget them. Hark!
how the blood-bought ones all sing before
the throne. They east their crowns at
the feet of Jehovah, amrd unitedly say,
«Not unto us, not uato ws, but usto thy
pame be all the glory for ever.” There 18-
no-divided note in lieaven upon this mat-
ter. Nob one spirit m glory will dare to:
say that e deserved to comethere: They
were strangers ones, and they were-sought'
By grace: They were bincH, and they
Their hearts were'
' Hard, and they were softencd by the 3pirit.

God of lsrael this day? Was there any-' They were dead, and they were quickened

thin

Godg to save us?, God forbid that we
should indulge the blasphemous thought.
There was nothing in us that made us
better than others, or more deserving.—
Soinetimes we are apt to think that it was

good in us that moved the heart of | by divine life. And all the reasons- for

this gracious work in and wpon them, are:
to be found in the breast of God, and not
at allin them. Simple as this truth seems,
and lying as it does at the very basement
of the gospel systemn, yet how often: is it

the reverse, There was much in us that|forgotten! Ab, men and.. brethren; ye: .
‘might have cansed God to pass us by if | are saying, “I would come tp Chrietif' § .



