BOOKS® AND NOTIONS.

GAMES OF MERIT.

Y this is meant games which
require thoughtful ekill or
pructice.  Halma, Parcheesi

and Pereywinkle are to.day by far
the Bt selling gnmes extant, as these
three games require thought, skill and
practice. The amusement loviug pro-
ple will not, however, e satinfied with
only a few games, and demand others

with which to while awany an idle hour.
Go Bang and Reverst are giumes not
o well known as they should be this
alde of the Atlantic. In England these
two are unfversal favorites, A book
publistied by George Bell & Sons, of
foundon, devated solely tu these two
gumoen, deals with openings, tacticx,
rules and general play. Whnt appears
to Hhe n very simple game, 8 here
«hown to contaln moves amt variations
that only thought and practice will
disclose. Fakosfx, or the parlor gnm:
of lneroese 1 0 new goane now  just
ready. und contatux alt the points de-
sfrable for n fast selling and popular
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gamme {Mhere s ano.ther class of games
okl which must not be overlook: d

namely, children’s games. These are
dependent greatly upon the attractive
form in which they are gotten uj,
wd well na the tact that though simple
they are playable and contain all the
material pecesmary for & successful fin-
iah. Lotto, fpap, Okl Mnid, Obstacle
Race, are all old favorites. To these
might be added Boy to Danker and
Canadian Events.  The last  named

rame & peeuliarily Canadlan, and o
et representing  the box cover s

w1 $1 to $1.23.

v ¥yect it has not done s0. Thousauds of

ahown. The game Itsedf deals with
Canadinn history and embraces eleven
devides, It 48 0 game which should
recommend {taedf to every puareat, us

Iring both amusing and nstruetive
for the children. Cuts of most of the
hoxes of these games are here sliown
by the kindness of the Copp Clark Co,

FOUNTAIN PENS.

This is u Jine of manufactures which
i« not nuude In Canadn.  The supply
of Tountain pens consumed on this mur-
ket come mostly from the United
States, the Baglish pens not being equat

to the American goods, “ihe leading

lines sold are the I'aul E. Wirt, of
Bloomsbarg, Pa., and  Caw's Daxh-
away, of New York. Other linex which
are xold, but which occupy only see-
ond vauk in paint of consumption, are
The Rival, The Crown, The Waterton
and The Blair.

The retall prices vange from $2.25
up to 210, bhut the favorite and most
usual prices are from $2.75 to $4.50.
The Jowest retall price for a Wirt is
in $2.75.

The gold nibs gencrally last from
one 1o three yYears, according to nsage.
These pens have then to be sent to
the factory to have a new nifb in.
scrted. This i the vexatious part—

to the owner of the pen. He bas to

wail two or thr~e weeks for the pen,
and he feols like kicking the deler out
of town. dynamitiag the Customs offi-

cials aud starting a small world of !}
B Biw own. Nineteen out of twenty peas

seat to the factories to be repaired re-
quire the gold nib, & new one costing

There should be u fountain pen fac-
tory In Cauada. Twenty-five per cent.

dollats worth of fountain peus are
constimed every year in this growling
country, and thousands of dollurs are
spent in securing new gold albs, und

yet nohody makes rubber pens, and
nobody makes gold nitw. It there was
2 Canadinn factory, the great length
of time requircd to have a fountain
pen repajeed would be 60 much Jess-
ened that the demand for fountain pens
would increase a hundred fold. At pre-
sent the sale Is counfined to the gootds
of one or two leading manufactarers
on asccount of this difficulty; as the
cost of the Customs inspection. regis.

tration, duty, cte., is amall for n lnrge
number, but great for a few. This
sccond-haud way of dolng business Is
too xlow for the citisens of this coun-
try. and the demand for domestic pens
i» mamply awaiting the lueky manufac-
turer 'who first touches the murket
with a supply.
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duty on forcign pens should give a e

stimulus to a manufacturer, but as




