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spprepriote, than a portion of the his
tmy ol Jeobonn, the fisst King of
Tsracl, 1t was policy only that directed
the setting up the eatves of Dan aud
Bethel,  Jeroboam said, ¢ If this people
g up to Jerusalem to do sacrifice to the
Lord, thenshall the bie ut of this peaple
turn aenin tothenr Lord” Did the elders
of 1sracl, denounco Jeroboam, and de-
throue himlor this act 1 ‘Fhey did not;
they were hold responsibile, and suflered
putishiment i the destiaction of their
nution : nor was a plea wanting to clothe
the transaction, * It is too much for you
to go up to Jeruulem.”  The Methodist
Confiaence by their acts say, it s too
mueh for you to support our institutions,
we must get the government to help us.
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METIIODISM IN TIIE CITY
O TORONTO.

Tn 1832, the population return of thecity
amounted (un{mut 10,000; it is now about
20,000, bicing an incrense of acar 10,000
since 1532, In 1833, the number of
meugbers of the Wesleyan  Methodist
Chuich, nccording to tho printed Minutes
of Conference, was 486; in 1845, the
number was 389,  In 1532, the number,
in proportion to the population, was 48
to every thousund of the population; in
1845 it is only 19 to every thousand,
The Wesleyan Methodist Church has
not only decreased in number, Sut has
rec: ived no benelit from the incresse of
population,  This is another painful
proof of the stationury, or rather, retro-
gressive suate of the Church, It is true
that there had been a greater reduction
some yoars before, iz, in the year
1834, when Mr. Ryewson’s  political
writings agitated the Province and the
Churdh, in endeavouring to procure the
tnumph of Sir F. B. Head, by his in-
fluence over the Conference and the
members of the Church, At that time
the Chureh in Tarome was reduced to
197. It has sinco omly incrensed 18
members per annum, in a population in-
cronsing at the rate of o thousand per
aunicte, Surdly e st be o cause
fur dus want of incicase: it cannot be
that Methodisim has been carried into
cfiect.  Now we place these facts before
the membership of the Church, as de-
serving their most serious consideration,
It is for them to examine the accuracy of
our statewents, and if they find them
fully sustained by fact, then they will
surely inquire inmto the cause. We do
nat hesitate to say what we think is the
canse.  QurChurch has long been used
us o political engine, not perbaps forone
purty more than another, but for that
party that would give @ most Govern-
ment money.  We see the same effects
in 1815, in relation to the whaole Church,
us in Toronto, in 1831, resulted from Dr.
Ryerson’s conduct.  The pasition of the
Church nww is far worse. Truth and
horeaty are racrificed ; aud s one wrong
step invorinbly lezds to another, a de-
crease in the number of members of the
Church must be expected.  We entreat
the friends of Methadisin to give theso
subjects the most anxious and scrious at-
tention, if they wish to preserve the insti-
tations of Methodism in their purity and
efficiency, ond to hend them down in

that condition to their children.
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CHAPEL PROPERTY.
\Wo are not able, 1n our present nunber, to en-
ter at nny lengh intothe subject of tho Chapel
Peopeaty of the Weeloyan dlethodiss Church,

thi® gubject for the purpose of ianvvation, or to
find 1amt with the Trust Deodat present in uso ¢

bui as un innovAtion Mot tatal to the proepenty + buncrancy

we assembled ; and bkewise the large numter of*
Urethiren who have been tecoved ontnial ur the
Tms says, there have been many

ol the chutch has atready taken place, 10 the | preavhers whore probation termnated  this year,
conduct of oue of the leading members of the | and many others have commenced their proba.

Conterenee, Dr Ryereon—whercin overy prn

csple that ought te vrect a Chnaaan chutch has | inctease the tiest yeur,

uon thus year, nud theretuie wehntiapaie o grest
Did not the first men.

been distegarded for pohitical purpnses, or pecsonal | oned cuss labeur beture ttas dicrease tuok

ntereets, thie departure fretn Chrstion pr o

eiples e=feom truth and  wpnghticss, hins teen
toilowed by the Conferenice woo  have identified
themeelves wah De. Ryerson s condnet. Cen

adetige, therelire, et uudee the Ctiapel Deed
naw w uee, the Prapeey 13 wly vesmed i tue
Counlerente, that the Trustees have no contrni
aver i, and nee meredy setvams in tho bus.ness
ot the trusty—=cunsderig sleo that ‘I'rustecs conne
o be Truetees when they como tv be momucres
ot the chittich, and that the Preachiors can expes
what they pleane e=coustlering alan, that thuse
who have tnmde vae wnavanon tay make ntlicrs
—that they who can violote truth, can change
the D.clrames of tha chureh, and aet tn every
respret an definnce ol the poaple us they ate now
dumng 3 and hat there s no check upon them.
either the leading iny.memsers must paniapnio
in the government of the chuich, or the pesple
mnust hold the chopel property. — We therclore
think thint instead of a ttust deed, by winch
Truntess hald the Ctiop+l Prapeny tor lfle Con-
ference, thero should be a trust decd by wiaeh
the “I'rustees shiould hold the properiy in trust lor
the people.  As allursare now, the people have
commiuted everything to the preachers, truating
they would act in good faith~they have trustes
them wi h the entite govarnment of the cburch,
with the property of ttic Chop. 13, and with mam.
wining their rebigion, and as  they have v olated
that confidence, and broken fanh with the people,
they vught no lunger to be trusted to the same
extent,

In the history of the church of Christ thete is
no instance of'a genernl departure from Scripture
docinmes on the part of the peogple, oll devintinns
have orgmated wuh the Clergy. It is there
fore rensonable and  just that the people should
hold the property asa check upon the preachers,
aud the ouly check ey now can be certuin of
securing,

There are other grounds for suggesting and
recomending cmplinticaliy that no new Chapel
should be seutled otherwise than on Tiustecs for
the nee of the pecple—for the use of those who
purchased the land, and subscnbed for the erce.
uonos the buddings; and we shounld thunk that
2,000 Mcthodiste, aro quite as trurtworthy lor
the perpetustion of Methodist doctrines and do-
eciphine as 160 preachiere, of Jike passions with
other men.
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THE PASTORAL ADDRESS.

431y peoplo are destroyed through lack of knouledge;
becuure thou haet rejected knvwlodge, 1| will alvo 1eject
(Lo thou ehalt bo no pirtest to me: seetug thau hast tore
golten the law of thy Gud, §also will furge thy cluldion”

Citicism ta relstion to Methodism s a novel y,
but 148 she vawral consequence ol ke existency
ot an oppusition, of father, the peuple’s press;
accordingly, the snnual prsioral uddress will 1e
quire special atienuon, 83 1t 18 supposed to have
reforence o the state of the church at the wmo
the addsess is issucd,

We have much to say with reference to this
dacnmnent, and must defer most of our ohserva.
tiotis to n future opportunity ; al present we unly
notico parl of i1ts contents,

Tu the firet place, wo notice, that the oddress
says *the numberof members s lese thun lost year,
owing to tho excrcise of discipline and other
causea.” 1o the exercrae of the disciptine, why
wes the disciplire naglected ull 80U wanted its
operation 1o other causes 1 what are those
causes?  Why aro they ant stated 1 The peaple
are mieresied deeply 1n the question, and augln
to kuow what those vther causes of the decrense
ato,—how mony ore cut off by the diectpline—
and how many by other causes. It funlhier states
that ity approhended that this dinnnutton has
been atlended wuh a pereonal scrutiny,  Scru.
tiny on thie pact ot whom, those that have lef: or
those thas remmin 1 What hinsthiato do with the
BUO who have left tne church?  luis further
stated, it 18 also attended with a self dedication
and a consolidation among our people of cona:d.
croble spiriunl advantage to them, from which
conviderations future acvesaions moy bo largriy
and confidentlysuticipated.  That s, trom the
tosa of 800, gone, no one knows or ceres where,
tho future prospenity of the church may bo antici-
pored.  Thisis bunging good out of evil ina
mautier quile bcyons our comprehension, If o
much geod ensucs of a loss of 800, huw much
would bo the effect of the Joss of 8,000 members?
Mare conxolidation, and more anticipations ol
increase, undoubledly.

Aguin, the addresa tays, Ono gronnd of anti.

cipstion i tho unusually large nuiuber of proba.

place T3t tuey wid wo prevent the decense of
ihy pust year, how ote they (o ensare uil increnss
tor the next 1 N wd a3 10 the neXt reasoni—=n grest
many huve cuwred the nenerancy  upon trial
and “hug dure tiere must be o 1ucresse of e
LIS 1 Lhe enauing yenr, it np esis that olt vho
expectntions an the pert ol die Conterence for an
icrenne of aemberz, 1est ot the yonng men ta.
cened ou tonle and not on the old and experis
emed preaciege. Again, we sny tiese considet.
ations anly shiew the cneloss lsmainy with
whiteh this pasannt dcddress was tramed, [t wall
nut bear analying. Al want ground ot hope lor
the mcivass ol the churets 18 allorded LY the in-
ciense ol tho usiber ™ preachers, when wo have
moved, ns webelove, eirowhire, thot the sure
wous vl the praachers bave tonyg ceased (o be tho
wtans of ictensing he sumter ot members, nud
thiat Methioaiemn 1s most sustartied by its excellont
symem of Class M ctugs, 11 those who now
preacievery Subbath duy are not sédg to the
numuer of mcmbers, whitt 1s tho use of tiereasing
hete nuntber, Ly lers cficiear petasne 2 tor
must be admtted thay those on (il are ot so
cilicient as tuuse who havo Inboured i the Gos-
pel winny years. ‘T he andiess usrerts that the
funds are 10 a tavorable condivon, Fins implies
that tno people liave periosim -d therr duty m rela-
1on o the support of Methad 8m ; on sdwission
not quue conmistent wih the complamts of the
Gua-dian, nie-d elsewlhe e,

‘The next part of iie nddress is that which cau.
tions the wembers gt indulging o secular
party epintt 3 for wheen purpose the samo words
10 the pastral sedzess of e previeus year are
quated, Ve bave Leen informed that Dr. Ryer-
oh was the water of the pastonl address of
1544, winle ho wus the buseest mman 1o the Pro.
vince 1 relation to secalur pohitics, and inyield.
g hunselt ootitely to a secular party syint. The
Conlerence, o8 a bady, 18 doeply immerecd in this
paity spitit, wiich we have proved moro than
once.  ftwn vian that the Conterepee i thiy
Pastoral address say, *¢ With scculor party poli-
tics we have nmlnng 10 do.””  * QurConlerence
could not be tdemined wih any of the contendding
parues of che day.”  ‘Luere 1s nenbier truth.or
hotieaty in this seclarauon, At the present nio-
ment they bave clected aa Pressdent the person
who raid, 10e will put oul our fecler when the
elections cotno on, snd the porty thatwill give us
tost shall have our support.  T'o contradict this
snany lalsehoouds bave been uttered, bat ho dase
nut deuy 1t now,  In one schde, the Conference
are neuirsl; ey have nothitng todo with the
sctual business ol the political quesiiuns of the
duy traly, Lus they sel tierr puintical mfluenco to
thut pacty wluch by tueir belp proves the stronger.
1n anotber scnse the Cunterence are one of the
purtics, and comples ly idenufied wal the recent
pohucal agitation wn the Pravince. We haveonly
10 1efer to the last Minues, aud there we find Dr.
Rycrson one of the conunittee sppoimted to con-
fer with the Government. The Conierence gave
him all the assistance they could, aud oll they
then durst do i tho Guardian.  te i3 now in
Goverament employ. a3 the rewasd of his politi-
cal writings.  The Conferonce know also that
they have offended all thase 1 the chureh of op-
pusite political opinions, andute fast diiving thein
out of the church.

We can only nuotice, now, a feawre in the
character of this Pastosal Address, which we
cannot desiznate more appropristely than to say,
3t is not houest and cundid. They know the
church is apitated thraugheut the Province, on
the subject of Dr. Ryersan’s political wnungs,
wherein he has once more sacnticed prnciple ayd
even trulh to gain his eids;  yet the Conterence
issue an gddress ng i’ the church cnjoyed the
greatest depree ol peaco and prospency, while
they kaow it enjoys nenher. ‘Uhe few words
said abour tV e decrease of 801 wmewmbers, shows
their roluctance to admit the truh ; and fur this
cause, they cannot spare a word of regret fortheir
loss, or suggest any mode of bringingibom back.
It1s true they now prepose to preach more on the
offices und work of the Holy Spirit, 2nd.tourge
praver for the sacred gift; itis, bowever, in vain
they preach and pray, if truth and honesty are
disregardsd.  We predict a total falure ol this
and overy other scuome, uil the Conlezence give
up their presene folse position.

R,
TO TIE REV. WM. POLLARD.
Sir.—Under your signature, in the Guardian

of the lith of Junc Jast, I noice a latter, pro-
fessing 0 give aa ecoount of the sate of tho



