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Vasserniann's interpretation of the reaction lias of
late been discredited. It was simply that these peculiar
substanices found in the serum and fiuid were specifie
sypliilitic anti-boches. It lias been shewn, hiowever, tliat
the reaction ean be obtained, though flot so surely, if the
syphilitie emulsion used in it is replaced by any one of
a large numiber of other substances. The essential con-
stituent in this antigen is of a lipoid nature, and is
closely allied to lecithir.. The substance in the serumn
or fluid, the so-called arti-body, is contained, as wvas
nientioned above, in the euglobulin. It is present in
sinil quantities in the normal, but is greatly increased
in arnouint in syphilis and rneta-syphilis. A great numii-
ber of facts have been established concerning its physical
and chemical properties, but nothing is definitely çnrnvn
of the origin or essential s;linificance of it. Our present
knowleclge concerniing t'Le pathology of the reaction
may be summeci up as follows. Various antigens of a
lipoid nature, wliich are present in especially large quan-
tities iii syphilitic organs, interact, probFbly as a colloici
precipitation phienonienon, with sorne substance xvhichi is
contained in euglobulin; the combination lias the powver
of comnbinin.g with complement, and thus of inhibiting
hoemolysi s.

If wve nov xithdraw f rom these confusing details
and with a broader perspective atternpt to review themi
in their relation to the classical conceptions of generai
paralysis, w'e mnust at once be struckc by the remarkable
confirmation two of the most important of these con-
ceptions thus receive. I refer to the specificity of the
disease and to the close clependence of it on syphilis.
General paralysis is in evc.yv sense of the word a
speciflc disease. )Even on the purely Llijical side this
hias long been suspected. A disease which produces
such a 1 extraordinarily delicate lesion as that underlying
the Argyll-Robertson pupil, a lesion so fine as to 'have
escaped detection by the most exact methods of investi-
gation, we must suppose to be due to somne one constant
agent, such as a complex toxin. TIhis surmise reaches
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