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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS

PSYCIIIATRY AS A PUBLIC HEBALTIL PROBE.i

T III subjeet was very fully discussed in the Sectîin of State Medi-
cine. of the. Toronto Aeademiy of Medicine on 28th Js2nuary. Drs,

C. K. Clarke, J. M. Forstýer, J1. W. S. McCullough, J. G. Fitzgeraldj,
Harvey Clare and othors eontributed papiers or took part ini the dimcug.
sion.

Tin. NED Fon & PsyciiA'rRic CLiNIc.

Ini opening the discussion, Dr. C. K. Clarke, miedical supterinied
of the. Toronto General Hlospital, spoke fromn notes only, and sald that
while lie was quit. willing te discuus the subjeet of the psyeiaie
elinie, lie was not at all optimistie about its possibilities at the, present
moment. In 1905l h. had corne to Toronto filled with entiiusiaui an
hoping after bis years of experience to make at least one great advance
in the. aubject of psychiatry by establishiug something which Amnerca
bad flot before attempted. fIe carried the good judgment of the,.lion.
Mr. Hanna, who became entiiusiastic over the proposition of establiig<
a Psychiatrie Hlospital. He also impressed Mi'. J. W. Plavelle noseh
that a commission was appointed by the Ontario {Governmnent te invet.
gate the. psychiatrie elinies of Europe. This commission eons*st.ïj Or
Hon. Dr. Willoughiby, Dr. E. Ryan, of Kingston. and Dr. C. K. Clarke.
They went te the. meut important of the psychiaitrie clijics in erai
and visited Great Britain and France as well, and on their return ai
exhaustive report waa prepared and puhlished. Prom this it ws eyj.-
dent that wile they regarded the care of the chrenic insane as er
weUl done in Europe, but net botter than in Canada, yet in regard 4
thei more recent cases of disease they were meut impreased witli wa
they saw in the. Lraepelin Clinie at Munieli. The. lindingu of tus reor
hud a marked influence on the Hon. Mr. Hanna, and the. suni ofet0
000 was included in the. estimates for the. commencement ef a acelul
whieh would involve the. expenditure et at least $500,00O. It ws hp
that a site could b. fouxid near the, Ijniversity and in the. vicinity of th
large new hospital about te be built on Coflege Street. Dr. Brll
Smith warmly defended the sciieme and gave it a»l the assac .
euld f rom first te last, but much te the. surprise of those who exp&
better tlîings, seine of the authorities in the. institutions ofe ioi. c
exhibited open hoetllty, apparently thinking that it woul n te
wih their personad glory.

An attempt ws made te buy a site, but failed, and a diiuto


