
TUIE CA ALANCEI'.

That uterine dispiacenients may occasionall' becftie cause of the
conditions is apparently demonstrated by flic fact that the vorniting
sometinies ceases immediately upon the replacement of a retrollexed
uterus. Thiis conception wvas particularly elaborated by Graily I-lewitt,
wlio pubiislied extensive nionograplis upon the subjcct in 1871, 1885,
and 1888, in which lie clearly denîonstrated that certain cases, at Ieast,
wvere due to displacernents of flic uterus and could be cured by re-
storing thie oragn to its normal position. iloflow'ing flic publication
ol 1-ewitt's iast inooigraphi, his view~ lias nevcr lackcd supporters, as
is evidenced by tlie tcachings of Guéniot in iS89 and Lwowv in î9oo.

Fromi nîy own experience, 1 cani state without hesitation that in
exceptional cases, a retrollexed uterus may be the exciting cause of
the conditions, and in suchi cases vomiting ceases immediately after
its replacenment. At the saine tiîne it nmust be admitted that tlîis is
not a comrnon etiologicai factor, since iii the vast majority of patients
wvith retrofleýxion of the pregnant utertis, even whien svmptomns of in-
carceration. are presenit, voniiting is lacking or at least no more severe
flian in wonîen wvitIi perfectly normal genitalia.

Dance, in 1827, in onýc of fleicearliest autopsies performed upon
a wonian dying from lîvperernesis, noted an abnormal thinness of the
uterine waIl; and since tieu occasional advocates hiave been found
for the belief that the voiniting is due to undue distension of thc
uterus, a viewv which wvas lield in par-t by? Schiroeder. While it cannot
be denied tlîat such an e.xpianation nîay occasionally hold good, as
is apparentIy denîonstrated in some cases of hydramnios and twin
pregnancy, it inust nevcrthelcss bc -adnîiitted tlîat it is not of universal
application, and even ini those cases iii which it appears most probable,
conclu§i-vc evidetîce cannot be adduccd iii its favor.

Hor%,îtz, in 1883, pointcd out tlîat in certain cases the vomiting
appearcd to, be due to inflammatorv conditions of the muscùlar wval
of flic uterus, vdhich ini several of lus cases wvas associated with peri-
toneal involxcmý,ent:. Whelithier these lesions were really the cause of
the condition, cr should be regarded mercly as accidentai comiplica-
tions, cannot 1e dccided, thiough the evidence at presenit avai'jable
makes the latter probable. Tuszkai in 1895, rehiabilitated the thcory
of peritoneal irritation witlî only partial success. At tue same time
there can be no doubt that abiidrmal conditions of the uterus certainly
favor the occurrence of vomniting.

The uterine origin of voniting wvas likexvisc advocated bv, Martin

ini 1904, wvho stated that the majority of cases should be attributed
to hyperoemia of the uterus and its impaction ii flic pelvie cavit:;
while Evans, of -Montreal, tauglit that tlue ordinary morning sickness
,,%,as probably connectcd uïiti the rythniical contractions of the organ.


