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fleh&arké on Educgti‘o;i. T

. With -regard to the feeling entertained on this impor-

‘ tant aubject by, the first statesmen on the continent. of
:Europe, it is only necessary toadd to what is.adduced by
-our ‘own'rev. superintendent, that both M. Cousin -and

" M."Guizot cordially subscribe to, the policy of that' part
“of the: Prussian system: by. which , not only is the school
:master-raised to a functxonary of the state, aud, as sueh,
“has a right to a retiring pension in-his old age, ‘but there
is-formed.in.. every. department (or dlblllct) a fund for

~the benefit of the widows and orphans of school mas-
Jers,-which the law. rather recommends than enforces ;
.and that the same feeling prevails threughout Germauy,
~as;well as Swntzerland and Holland, “and is xapxdly
gaining ground in Britain, but more particularly in Scot-
2land, where a;grand-move has Jately. been made in the
nght quarter by the teachers themselves. We allnde to
=the’ great. professional ‘Association of school-teachers in
:Scotland,, formed .in Edinburgh in the month of Sep;
stember last, at the auspicious organisation of which .not
]t.za than. between six and seven. hundred teachers were
~present.t; ‘

'a  Various unreasonaoly econonncal esumateb have been
“formed- of, what might be regarded as a fairmedium com-
- pensation to tommon school masters, ranging {rom :£40
‘1o’ £70. per. annum ;. but we unhesitatingly pronounce
.even the latter as f'u' too low, and. regard nothing less
than from £90 to £100 as sufficient, paluoular] 3 when it
is considered that though the school act empowers munici-
-pal. ‘councils .to raise funds for the erection of feachers’
dwellznrr /wuses, as well. as, schools, no, such accom.
modatxon has yet in’ general been. furmahed “whereas
“the, poorest parochial school:inScotland must have at
least one.room. and .a kitchen attached to the school
room, for the accommodation of . the teacher’s tamﬂ)
Even in that _edtintry, however, the respectable position
sof the teacher has long been on:the wane; the incomo

~'of a-parochial school-m'mter 150, years ago havmo been
mearly ona par with the’ clerg", ‘whereas. the average
sincome, of the. former is not now- more than-£55, ~whlle

, the .minimum, shpend of the latter is £150, e‘«,luqve of
;manse and glebe, * At all events, ‘there should be a total
revxsal [t that ulauae of the school 'act; w}uch insists. on
“:thirty - chxldten at-least; attendmg school . to. entitle the
teacher to a ahare in the govermne'\t boumy; whereas,

‘a, vacancy occurrm and hy thc samne rule to encuunge a master:
i thie Jatier to- look ror\v.zrd ‘to promohon as.a professur ‘in the

f'llns Asscuat:on is tu be caHed 7/¢e J‘ducalwnal Insntule'
cotlaml,,and its ob_;ncl. isto raise the status of school-masters
throughout “the country, andto xmp ove the standard of edacation’;
to accomplish’ which it divides 1ts merbers into"threo grades,’
junior, licentiates, senior’licentiates, and fellows: and grants to
gach’ “diplomas, accordmg to asccrtamcd attammcnt and in part
proceeda \upon the same principle. which regnlates’ the granting of
degrees ina Umvermy. % The present President is Dr. L. Schmuz,
‘of the"High School Edinbiirgh:

ZAton oL “somewhat similar Aesocxatwn in Cunada
ﬂveryibcneﬁcml resultel - 'If an example be!
FADiErican’] ne. rhbours, a betler cannot be’ set

Pro onal Teachcrs,” establistied some twelve o7 ‘fourteen years

a{;o,,gnd “diffdked over-the four, Western - States. of Kentucky,
‘Q)uo;flndxana. gnd [linois, an mtemmng vqlums o[ whose pro,
Fcﬁtimgs Bew ;xgs im}’c's we A

asa separate district;* but even provxdes that if. any.

. tgs;:hsr is gt wa,n*cﬂ

that being a matter over which he can have no control,
there should be a minimum teachers’ salary, whatever
may .be the population in each school section, which
also should bhe limited to a certain extent. of country;
and wherever either the population. may .be: so. sparse,
or the inhabitants so msnnmble to the ble ssing of educa-
tion, as not to turnish even ten scholars,” a school shonld
nevertheless be established, and the maatel paid the
regular quota of govemment allowance and assessment ;
and whatever that joini amount may fall.short of the
minimum  salary should be made up from the school
fund. At the same ume, no deduction whatever should
be made from any extra emolument derived from ‘a
flourishing school 5 these. being only to be regarded as a
fair equivalent for extra labour, and being sure to act as
a stimulus to laudable emulation, as well as 0reater
personal . exertion on the part of the teacher, on behalf
of the general spread of education, in his respecuvc
neighbourhood.

‘Much more might readily be added on thna very
important head ; ‘but we are compelled to forbear for
the present, that we may pass on to the notice of the
extraordinary manner in which the Legislature, as .well
as the Rev. superintendent, have all but lost sight of the
urgent moral propriety of encouraging, . wherever prac-
tu,able, the establishment of schools for female children,
conducted by well qualified teachers of their own sex,
altogether distinct. from those for boys.. This is the
more, remarkable - con\xdenng the very great: intereit
taken in this truly important and intevesting class of
schools by our. American neighbours, as well as in. Dr.
Duncombe’s report on education, 2 document of consi-
derable value (whatever may be the questionable moral
or pohtlca] character. of the writer), and with whlch the
leading features of the present system generally coincide.
That our readers may judge how far this observation is
well founded, we beg to refer them to the Supermtend-
ent’s Repo.u as well as the school act, where they will

find . that this-highly desirable class of. seminaries is

almost ' entirely. overlooked in -the former, . and _only
clxghtly glanced at in an appendix ;. and that the Legﬁ-
lature. seern- to have been equally mdrﬂ‘exent 1o . the
subject ; the only reference 1o it in the' Upper: Canada:
school. act being.in the 42d clause, making it « lawful”;
for'any District Council 2o authorize. the eslabhshment
of * both a male and female school in ev«.ry school sec-
tlon,” and in the 44th’ _clause mterpretmg the - wordt
teacher as including both <exes; -whereas a little: more
stress is laid .upon it'in the Lower Canada acty the, 30th -
clause’ of wh:ch not only “expressly. authorisés school *
commissioners” of municipalities . ¢o., establzsk a girls’.

scbool in, each school:dlstmt, distinct from that for. boy 5 -

religious community - should have already estahhehed %
girls’ shool; for elemenmry educatlon, it, may be. placed

" #The loweet nnmher now proscnbed by the Lower. Canada‘
is fifteen. . *In Prussia the proportion is.one teacher toevery! “en
sehiolars 3 and it 'was very’ “justly observed - by ‘Dr. Duncombe, 5
that #*if Prussia with a . dense population finds that _proportion
-needful, tho sparsencse. of: our populatlon. inour: wnde spread
temtoncs, surely demands an equal supply.” 'I‘ho fact isy, it i
in the thinly eetiled nolxtary backwoods thgt pbe prg :




