
Periscope.-Treatment of Aneurisms by Galvanism.

successful, repetition of the operation would have been re-
quired ; my reasons for not deeming this advisable have been
already stated. What I have observed, however, convinces
me that in more suitable cases this mode of treating aneurisms
will yet be found most valuable.* The sudden and rather
alarming increase of the tumour, which occurred during the
application of the galvanism, should it be constantly observed
may fairly be brought forward against its use in aneurism
situated, as this one was, in the neighbourhood of important
organs, which would be very intolerant of sudden pressure,
althougli they may bear or acconmodate tbemselves (as we
know they do) te the gradual pressure of tumours.

It is not easy to account satisfactorily forthis rapid enlarge-
nent; the perfect integrity of the sac shows it was not from
extravasation of blood by rupture ; moreover, no traces of
blood could be discovered. We knowthat durng the galvanie
action a quantity of hydrogen is evolved from the negareiv
pole; it would, however, have been ser cely equal te te
actual amount of the increase ; the sensation, aiso, was cf
something more solid than if the contents were gaseous fuid.
It now.appears te me more likely te have been caused by
the galvanic influence extending, beyond the sac, and coa-
golating the luids in the cellular tissue around it, the coagu-
lated ma'ter having been afterwards absorbed. The size of
the aneurism at the time of death was certainly not larger
than it would have been in the usual progress of the disease,
and if the galvanism had never been applied.

M. Petrequin insists on the necessity of the needles cross-:
ing, te produce a proper coagulum. The needles, in this
case, though they could be made te touch, certainly did not
cross, and yet coagulation was complete. But I have further
reasons for believing this is not necessary: I thought that,
in performing the operation for the future, it would be as well
to avoid, if possible, the entrance of the hydrogen gas evolved
from the negative pole directly into the circulation. I there-
fore suggested te Mr. Fagan te make the experiment of put-
ting an albuminous fluid into a small bladder, and te insert
the positive needile into the fluid ; but merely te apply the
negative wire to the outside of the bladder. He accordingly
fililed a small portion of sheep's intestine with one part of
white of egg and two parts water, quite full, and without
any air. Ie inserted the positive needle its whole length
through the gut into the fluid, and applied the negative wire
merely te the outside of the sac, and succeeded in producing
a~large tea-spoonful of mtucous-looking coagulum, without a
bubble of hydrogen in the fluid inside, but many adhering te
the outside, and to a silver plate on which the sac was placed.
We have no grounds te say the entrance of hydrogen bito
the blood is injurious; but the fact that coagulation 'can be
produced witliout its necessarily being present is interesting.
The condition in which the par vagum was discovered may,
perhaïý, explain, lteinceçsant 'vomitiný. ' b is scarcely
possiblé tea suppose tht anervè se vlosely connected wit hie
functions of the stomach could be se much deranged in struc-
ture witheut considerable gastric disturbance.-.Dublin
Quarterly Journal, of Medical Science.

HYDROCELE OR SEROUS CYSTI IN THE RECTUS
ABDOMINALIS.

Dr. Mayn, cxhibited te the Pathological Society of Dublin
(Dec. 6th, 1845) a specimen,billustrative cf the difficulty whicl
sometintes occurs in the diagnosis öf abdominal tumors.

The subject of the. case. was a man, agcd.55 or 56 years, an
occasionalý inmate of thé South Dublin Union Poor House. II
had been"liable to attacks of sovere bronchitis, for.whici he wa

*A case is given in fie Reuue ledicale, for Decembor, 1842
of apõpliteal aneurism in a'man of seventy, cured by M. Petre
quin, of the Hotel Dieu of Lyons, with acupuncture and galvan
iamî, in a single sitting; and several cases have since appeared i 
the public jounal, -

in the habit of seeking'admission into the poor house; and, when
relieved, lie used to return to his occupation--that of a laborer.

About three months since, this man applied to Dr. Mayne, on
account of a new complaint, namely, a frequent desire to dis.'
charge the contents of bis bladder, which, if not immediately
satisfied, caused his urine to pass from him involuntarily. lie
could retain a moderato quantity without inconvenience, :but;
whenever a certain degree of distension of the bladder took place,
an urgent cali to evacuate the urine immediately followed. lie
also directed Dr. Mayne's attention to a tumor in bis abdomen,
to which ho attributed these symptoms. This tumor was seated
above the pubis, on the right side of the linea alba, in the track of
the right reclus ubdominis muscle. It was of an oval shape,
about the size of a goose.egg, perfectly uniforn on the surface,
and yielded an obscure seise of decp fluctuation. There-was a
very strong impulse communicated to it, whenever the patient,
coughed. It was not, mn the slightest dcgree, tender upon pres.
sure, but, by compressing it, the inclination to pass water-was
strongly excited.

At first, Dr. Mayne thought it might be a sacculus, connected,
with the bladder, consequent on -sorne disease of the urinary
passages, but a full.sized silver catheter passed aldng.the. urèthra

-without difliculty, showing that there was no stricture, nor any
disease of the prostate gland. The urine drawn off was perfectly
healthy, from whîicl a sound condition of the mucous coat of the-
bladder was inferred; and the evacuation of.this viscus had no
effect whatever in diminishing the bulk or ten'ion of the abdo-
minal tuner, which rcndered it unlikely that any communication.
cotild subsist betwcen the turner and the bladdcr.

Dr. Mayne was led to regard it as a chronie abscess, and tlie,
treatment was regulated accordingly ; blisters, iodine, etc., were-
prescribed with litùe henefit. .

After some tirn, the patient left the poor housc,.but he roturn-
cd, lately, laboring under typhoid pneunonia. •Ho was. in a*sta:e
of profound prostration, viti extreme dyspnea, some anasarca,
and general dulness over the whole of one lung, posteriorly. le
soon sank.

At the autopsy, Dr- Mayne was particularly anxious to ascer-
tain the nature of the tumor,-it .was now before the society.
They niight perceive that it was hydrocele, placed at the.back -of-
the right rectus muscle. In this situation, the posterior lamina,
of the shcath of the muscle is deficient, so that the tumor reste.d:
upon tic peritoneum.

The experinient of inflating the bladder was made béforc the
society, and, as it became disiended, the superior fundus was.ob-
served to corne fairly into contact with the turnor. ,The same
occurrence must have taken place during the patient's lifetimee
whenever the bladder was dilated; and thel pressure in this ian-
ner exercised upon it, renders a satisfactory explanatidn of the'
urinary symptorns under wvhichi lie labored.

D . Mayn thoght it probable that any attempt at - radical
cure (supposing the diagnosis to bave beenmado would have:in-
duced a fatal peritonitis.-Dublin Hospital Gaz., Jan. 1st; 1846.

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN ANEURISMSBY
GALVANO-PUNCTURE.

The Gazette Médicale de Paris, (Nos. 38 and 40; for1846,>
coitains a menoir on this subject by M. PETREQrnN,'of
Lyons, who, claims the merit of laving -beenVthe first-to
suggest this new mnethod of treatment. We copy froi the
Mointhly Jour. Med. Set. (Nov., 1846), an analysis of this
memoir.

M. Petrequin gives the following account of his discovery:
-the -first- resuîlts of his inquiries, he says; ho. puhlished
on the 25th -of October, 1845, in' his:: MéIang.é de.
Chirurgic," and a since then 1lhavenot ceised-to labourt-
the subject. Everything was'to.prodÛce in the'plan aind in'
the detail, as it is easy to jud ge; and I have the satisfáctiâï'
of seeing that'experiinental observation hasthroûghont coi'
firmed all my anticipations." "He was firstled te th;iýýof
resorting to chemical means for the coagulatidn of the blood'in
an aneurismal tumour, by the case of a youngman m whom
he believed he hail detected, by the stethoscope, an aneu-
nrism of the opthalmic artery, the consequence of an -injury
sustained by fallirg on his head frormî a considerable height,
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