Ado]f Meyer in" aa 1.|'t1clc “ On tl.c Pzncnch) malous Systemic De-
generations mainly in the Central Nervous S)stem - pubh shed in Brain,
1901, proposed fov, this t\'pe of. disorder. the shorter’ term, “ Central
Neuritis,” in which' there :was“a paxenchym.lwus detrenemtlon of the
uerve elements; but | here. pxc-cmuxent]b ol central’ dlstnbutwn o

Clinically, the disordér seéms to be an’ acute or sub—acute ; protes
lasting’ from a ‘few days to several weeks, which occurs as’ a mrmm‘
disorder in 2 numbcr ol psychoses, particularly in ‘certain: asthemc con-' |
ditioms, . Ixequ@ntl) arcompaxmd by diarrbeca and’ fehmle 1eact10ns amd,_
c,hmacterued for the most part by loss of weight, p1orr1esuve weakncss,
'muscular tensxon and rigidity, incoordinate movements, and miotor’ 1est-
lessness; - ‘the latter, at times, amounting to ]actatlons of’ the hmbs,
with’ reflexcs ‘usually jncreased. The mental condition’ is’ usually ‘that™
of an anxious, pex plexed anxtatlon or a s'mporous and at tlmcs delmous
state. : ‘ '

" Anatomically, the gross c]mnges are absent or those mcu]ent to the
‘period of life; nucmacoplca]ly, a diftuse parenchymatous -aftection,’
cspecially of the largest nerve elements in the neural tube (most ev1dent
as a bilateral-axonal reaction i in the Betz cells) and decay of the myelm
‘sheaths—the process involving Lhe =upra-se0mcntal clements much ‘more,
than the segmental ones. cgnd

Thxs _broadly defines the disorder which has doubtless come W1thm

 the experience of many of us, but has not heen given a place suﬁimently
-apart from the terminal phases of dohrnous—stuporous condztlons and
unaccountable physical failures. b

‘Aside from the cases of Dr. J. Turner and those 1eported and co]--r
lected from the literature by Dr. Meyer, few cases have been- recorded
and there still remains much in the etiology. onset, course ‘and- outcome
of the disorder and the underlying anatomlcal condltlon Wh‘lch demands
attention and study. ‘

The object of this paper is to plCSent nine addltlonal cas& obsewed;
in the wards of the St. Lawrence State IIo-pxta] 'I‘he dmvnoees of
thése cases have all been confirmed by autopsy and: b\' mlcroscoplc
examination, the main results of which follow each caee m summarv
Torm. - : .

The disorder has so far occurred mainly.in the 4111 5th and 6th
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