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Adolf Meyer iii an article, "On the Parenchylnatous Sy, teic. De
generations inainly in the Central Nervous Systemn,"'jublished in Brain,
190, proijosed for ths typeof. disordcr h shorter teri, "Central
Neuritis,''.in which there was a. parenchynitóus deeneration of the
nerve elements, but ere. pre-miîently o central' distribution

Clhiicallyi he disordór seèns to be an acute or sub-acute process
lasting f rom a few days:tô several weeks, which occurs as a termil
disorder in a nuinber.of psychoîses, particularly in certain asthenic don-
ditions, frequently accomîpanied by diarrboea and hferile reactions and
characterized io the nost part by loss of weight, progressive weakness
muscular tension and rigidity, incoordinate noveiments, and notoires
lessaess; .the latter, at times, aniounting to jactations of the lnm
with reflexes usually increased. The nental condition is usually:that
of an anxious, perplexed agitation or a stuporous aùid, at times, delirious
state.

Anatomically, the gross'changes aré absent or those incident to the
period of life; nicroscopically, a diffuse parenchymnatous affectión
especially of the largest' nerve elenients hifi the neural tube (m ost evident
as a bilateral-axonal reaction in the Betz cells) and decay of the myclin
sheaths-the process involving the supra-segmental elements much more
than the segniental ones.

This broadly defines the disorder which has ·doubtless cone within
the experience of many of us, biiù has not been given a place sufficiently
apart from i the terminal phases of delirious-stuporous .cónditions and
unaccountable physical failures.

Aside from the cases of Dr. J. Turner and those reported and col-
lected froin the literature by Dr. Meyer, few 'cases have been- recordëd,
and there still renains much i.n the etiology, onset, course and outéome
of the disorder and the underlying anatonical condition which demands
attention and study.

The object' of this paper is to present nine additional cases observed.
ân the wards of the St. Lawrence State Hospital. The diagnoqes of
thèse cases bave all been confirned by autopsy and by microscopie
examination. ·the main results of which followv each case in summary
forn.

The clisorcler las so far occu rred mainly .in the 41h, 5t.h and 6.th
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