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iScrni5 useb in Ujsr.

was înusing, the other day, on tire
niany Iarmi of expression that wex meiet
wvith, and read avcr withiout ernotion, ras
thnigs of course, tirough tthcy involve
every tiig tirat is dreadfui ta hum11ain
,nature. Aiiiong, thein, I was calling ta
mmlid sarne of tire phrases tiat are uised
in referonce ta wa%*r. 'l1ierc is, in iiiany
of tinese, such a brrvity and careless case,
that -%e hardiy sceni required to pause
upon theni. ' The troaps were driveil
i tt tire river.' ' The towvn wvas takenl
by stanm.' 'lTire garrisan «vwere put ta
the swvord.' 'Tire city -was given up ta
pillage.' 'The place -%vas bu rned ta the
garoun&'. Theso liglit and trîpping(,
phrases are camnion place in mnilitary
despatches,. and, yet, whvlat fearfuil ex-
cesses ! whvlat dreadful suflèrings thney in-
valve!

Let ns take anc of tlnemn, and for a
marnent examine it iu a fbw of' its rami-
ficutions. Truc it is, that we are no,%v at
peace ; but a eali irs aften suçeceedc dl by
an unexpected Storm, a..rd the quietude
of Vo'suvitis is fohlowved by the Xud bol-
lowing uf. tire burning mintain. Peuce
and war d1epcnd niuch, on th le publie mild,
aud af tbat public xve ail fan a part; it
niay be wvell, therefore, ta keep alive in
us that hiatrcd, whnîehtl a review of the
cruel excesses of -%ar is calculatcd ta iu-,
spire. Let us take, for aur exainination,
the expression,'1 The city wvas giveni rp
ta pillage.' Tliose -%vlio have read much
scenes of warfa.re, welI kniow tîrat im-
agirnation is nat likoly ta cxcecd the reuli-
ty of the miiscries wvhich. war lias genei-
rally produccd. 'Tle narratives of L-
baumie and Porter, Wilson, Se-tir, Dufens,
and others, bring ta aur view sucli extra-
vagant scenes af-calamity and cruel]ty, such
displays of horrible cnarmity, that -we
wonder why mankind do not, -with. anc
united and riversal cry of abliorrence,
cxclainr against the practice and principie
of.heart-hiardcniung and dernoralizing war.
But let it not be tlnauglt that 1 liave any
pleasuire in lilaekening the repitation of
a soldier : neitiner wouid Il presumptuously
brand tire brow of hlmt wvho differs with
nie in opinion; but, feeling as I do, thiat
tire word of God is thne wvord, of peace, and
thiat -%ar is a bitter.'evil; and kuoNving,
as I do, howv tliotughlessly sve receive and
retain.-the opinions of' those aroiid us,
riglit. or w-rang, I dlain the liberty of froc

speeh, whulile I endeavolir ta excite miore
coflSi(lCration and Sympathy union g the
advocates of war, than is uisually niani-
fested.

"'The city -%vas given uip ta pillage.",
Whiat is flic reaui meaning of~ thre tern,
iving- rip a place to pillageI for it ex-

presses itsclf so littie, that it inay be Worth
-hile,- fbr once, if it be only for the salie

of iinipressig it on ou'r mernories, ta, make
ourselves fainiîjar wvith the signification,
as explainied by past experience. it
r*neans,,then, nieither more nor lcss ,thanî
tis, that an influriated soldiery are given
free leb.ave and liberty to indulge, wvithout
restraint, thieir selfish, brutal, and cruel
passions, in plundering, burning, and de-
stroyiîîg the I)roperty of unoflènding peo-
ple ; and iu ill-using, xnaiming, and mur-
dering thcm wvithout controi. This is the
plain incaning, so, far as we can gather it
front the rnast autientie records of the oc-
currences, which have, taken places in
cases of4tle kind. Indeed it must be sa ;
for, in giving armed and revengefuil soldi-
ers p'crmission t,> pillage, ýrÔu give them
leave to take, by force, the property of
those wvho, natturally enouý;h, will make à
straggle to retain it: the consequences
are inevitable, and strife is succecded by
blood shed. How feurfuil, then is the ex-
pression, ' The city wvas given up te, pil-
lage!'

The enormnity of giving up to, pillage
is not sen or feît, when -we road of it as
takzing place in a distant part of tire wvorld;
it cornes not home ' to our business and
bosonis,' as it would'do, -iere the occur-
ronce to takze place ander aur observa-
tion ; but rapine and murder are crimes
whlerever they are practiscd, and pain
and hecart-rending calamiity are us liard to,
endure in one part of tire wvorld as in ano-
tirer.

' Tie city -%as given up, to pillage.'
There -will be no0 harrn in applying this
to tire immediate town or city in which
-%ve dwell ; the place wvherein we possess
property, riud where those live who aro
dear to us, as the ruiddy draps that warm
our lieart9; and hiere let no0 one accuse
me of wantonly harrowing up human
feelings. Let no man tell me that I dIo
-wvrong in painting wvar in its own sangui-
nary colours ! 1 ain perstiaded it is be-
cause Christians have been guiltily silent:
as ta wçar's abominations, tirat sa little re-
pagîîance is feit against. strife and blooci-
shed. To shrink froma a paintcd battle -is


