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its dark abode. Tie moth lis filed with ablackififuid wvhenw~ithidrawvn
from the feeding spot. If gently touched, the heacl and fore part of the
body would be raised, as stiffly as consistent wvith such a soft insectý and
this posture maintained for some moments.

The littie animais were carefully wvatched and exarnined several tirnes
a day, until finally the larger olie, hiaving ivithdrawn nearIy ail the juices
from the pupa and become swvollen to an unwieldv size, changed, after a day
or two of resting, into a Ipupa-s!ill iii the original celi which I had, removed
fromi a stone and turned upside-doivn for more convenient examination.,
Tfhe srnaller one wvas restless and refused to finish its feeding on the original
pupa, so.. as it hiad apparently flot comleted its growvth, I tried it with a
fresh one of .Tropis/ei-nus g/aber-, .which 'vas immediately accepted as a
substitute. Thle first pupa wvas probablv spoiled, either by moulId. or
bacterial deconîposition, hience the necessity for fres'i food in this instance.
As soon as the larva had compieted its growvth I consigned it to the
alcohiol boule for study.

How the Br-acliinui.s geLs into the ceil of its host, wvhether brought as
young larva clinging to that of Dineules, or deposited as an egg by ihe

n-rther, is a mysterv to me. When siail it is more active than wvhen,
lger growvn, and with advanced age beconies graduaily more helpless.

In aîiy case the complete adaptation to a I)arasitic habit is apparent in
the whole structure-the soft, juicy bc>dy, unprotected by chitinous scutes,
the weak legs, quite useiess for amibulatory purposes, and the iack of
strong, locomotive bristies. The appearance is almost that of some
Hymenopteron, not at ail resemblingr the strong raptoriai iarvze of
Aàephiaga iii general. I cannot believe that the larvS of ail our Amierican
Bracizs live on Dineutes, but it is quite possible that they feed on the
helpless pupS of such other Adephaga as frequent the danîp spots
favoured as habitations by rhese beeties. I'erhaps soie of the readers of
the CANADIAN ENTOMOLOGIST may be induced to invesztigate the maLter,

.or to make known the resits of study if the investigation be already miade.
MWhile two Dirieutes ppi) were infested as noticed above, anotber of

the sanie species ivas seen to be the abode of several little inaggots, 'vhich
soon chianged i.o small black pupSe, loose in the ceii, without spirnning-
cocoons. Froni these I finaily got four specimens of a snîall Chalcid,
eleven or twelve days after 1 first noticed the larvme, which, howvever, were
nearly ful1 grown at that tinie. From Mr. Ashnîead, to, whomn 1 sent the
littie insects, I hear that they betong to tic genus Cy.rtogcast-, not


