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know of one, no matter how obscure the subject or how littie advance has
yet been made in the direction of its elucidation.

IlHope springs eternal " in the breast of the entomologist, and patience
and perseverance have in him their Ilperfect work," until Nature relents,
or is caught Iloff guard," and the secret, so carefully hidden, is revealed.

I arn ternpted to enumerate some of the discouraging circurnstances
encountered by the biologist in this field.

Arnong the Lej4idot/era, a majority of the Bombycida, Ceorne/ridS
and No/uide adapt themselves readily to, the conditions of the rearing
cage. They acce.ot the food provided and make the best of it, even after
it has becorne a hlte dry, wvhich rnust sometirnes occur wvhen the care-
taker is pressed for time. They thrive in the dloser and darker air, and
take such exercise as they require wvithin their Darrov wvalIs of glass and
wire-cloth, and when the rnetamorphic impulse cornes they contentedly
weave their cocoons iii the corners of their prison, or bury themselves in
the two or three inches of cemetarial earth in the bottom, of the cage, and
safely pass those nlysterious transformations whichi give to this class of
beings their pre-eminent interest.

But there is a great deal of individuality, or rather, specificality, in
insects, and not infrequently specimens of larvoe are found for which the
collector taxes bis ingenuity in vain to provide. Not the freshest of
leaves, the cleanest swept earth or the mnost well-aired of cages ivili seemn
to prornote their development. They wander about the cage ivith an ex-
ha-Lsting activity that pathetically suggests a realization of their imprisoned
condition. They niiblSle languidly at their food, and aimlessly spin mats
of web in inconvenient places, over the cracks of the door or cover, for
instance, and, before long, cornes the morning when they are discovered
dead and discolored i the bottorn of the cage, and no more of //iem to
be ob/ained un/il ano/ker- season. Or perhaps the cocoons are spun or
the transformation to pupS safely effected under ground, and the ento-
mologist has full confidence that in due tirne he wvil1 obtain the rnuch
desired imago, and, when it may be expected, wvatches hourly for its
emergernce, and is rewvarded by the appearance of an Ophion or a swarm,
of Tachina flies, or of some stili smaller enemny, whose existence he did
flot even suspect.

Again, the collector may be obliged to delegate bis cares temporavily
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