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thé atudy of grammar and arithtmetio wore ourtniied ? And could
neot text books bc constructed that would exerciso tho pupils'
minds in aritlimotic,.tl ualeulation in marce rof1tablo and practi.
oully useful directions, espcially ini conticetion with mnsnuration
and natural phiiosophy, than is donc by the prescrit oncEa )
.M«aduclttia Tcachtr.

TeueherW. Annital Comavcuatioua.

(Frontx report of tihe MontreaZlUiea)

The Fourth Annual Convention of Touchers, ii commoction witla
the Provincial Association of Protestant Toachors of Lower Caunda,
was hed in Montreal. oit Friday andi Saturday, lSd, andi l9th QOtober.

The attondanco of~ touchers andi frieutis of education %vas but
moderato.

Principal Dawson, the Prosideît of tho Association, eccupioti the
Chair; and on the pl4tforin %vere the Venerabie Dr. Leach; Pro.
fesser Miles, D.C.L., Secrctary of the Board of Edlucation for the
Province of Quobea; Mr Scariott, delogato froîîî Ontario I>rovincial
Association of Touchers; Professer IVilkio, Principal of the Hligh
School, Queoc; Professer Jlowe, Hlioh Sceol, Moutreai; Pro.
feasBor Hicks, Professer Robins - Mr Huthard, Inspecter for the Dis-
trict of St. Francis; Professer harey, Socrorary; and Mr A. C. Wil.
liamson, Secrctary of the Local Association.

Proccedings woe opesxed iYitis prayer by Roi'. Dr. Lench.
Afier seoma discussion relative te the establishnmcnt of a teachers'

journal and tho possibiiity of formaing ono touchers' issoeiatien for
the wholo Dominion of Canada the Cliairînan introducoti to thec
notice of the meetinge a paper by Ï11rof. Roux on whnt mpig lit ho calleti
civie education, or tiie teaching(, of theijr rigtits and duties to seholar8,
in vicw of their position ns future citizons %wluch clicitcd sonte dis-
cussion.

Dr. Leach heid tbat a systeîn ofaceol edlucation sitoulti includo
somo simple instruction lut the moral duties, andi aiso, to sine extont,

lajrsrudence. Rie hall no doubt that tise branches would yer. ho
made parts of a conimon-school curriculum.

Po.Robins complainoed of the %vant of a text-book frsc
teaching.

Prof."Hieks considered that tho subjects aiready tauglit were Bo
numereus that timo coulti not ho founid for these subjects. Ho asketi,
were they nlot now tauglit indirectiy lut connection with history.

Prof. Howe doemed that, in coninon achools, aritismetie nd
writing wore of more importance than moral phiiosophy andi juris.
prudence. Hoe vould eai-e theso latter t.i the colioge, and tihe more
advanced institutions nicant for studenti of a riper ugo.

Prof. Robinss remuarked that now-a-dr.ys the nowspapers were gi-eut
instructers, both in moi-ais and jiirisprudence.

Dr. Wilkie coincided ln the general idea of giviug instruction in
tisese, and thought it was desirable to have a sort of catechism thereu
prepared, e-en for the use of touchers thenisolves; sucli catechismn
ta treat nlot only of government in geueral, but to Leach thein saine-
thlng of the changes in the spirit and forma of the Government of
Canada from its arbitra-y manifestation la tho duys of Dalhousie
and Craig to thse present timne, when ive enjoyed a responsible Govern.
ment, and a freedom of which ail might he proud.

Prof. Hicks wished te knolw whether it %vas proposeti te teach
political eeonomny.

Prof. Howe said tbis was a proposition to addt another susbject to
those taught ia the sehool, uit thse very moment when there waB a
ci-y for the 8hortening of the school-Isours.

Mr-. Scarlett thouglit, if the people rie indoctrinateti nt school
with the tii-st prineipies that lie at the i-oot of geveranment, theare %vouid
be less foolish wrungling and ill-feeling ut elections. Ro ý'hought
that snob 9 catecblism or book as had been spoken of would ho a. gain
ta the country. He thoeught, aise, that an inculcation of the pria.
ciples of moraiity shoul ie ont the root of ail educatiQn.

Prof. Howe did not think the sehool 'vas exuctly the place for a
speesal teaching of morals.

Mr. Featiserstone said they did alreaify teacis moi-ais there - but te
introduce nnythiug like moral philosephy into the small sehoois couiti
nlot be dane.

The President thon reviewed wlsat bad falien f--nthe speakers
on the question. He himself thourrht thut sucis a teaehing in sols
re neting tise constitution btth of Britain and Canada iras feusible
wiiIs thse more advanced clusses, andinl thse Higis Sciool. It was
deairable that thse nsinds of the scisolars shoulti be directed te thse
aîabjtct of maorals aise of goverameuît. Ho wouuld like to sec ai

mnuitai prepared for titis purpese, cspeciily if it wero wvritten in
gooti Engliali, wilîi wne miot tho case with ali their tcxt-books.

Tite discussion cf tiis tapie %vag thonm decinre o ie obseti,
Prof. Hicks introduceti the licet question as to the iongth of

school.hours. IL iwa, ho saiti, engaging attention in Eniglanti, ivicro
thero iras a toadeûicy te shorten the dniy heunrs of school froin six to
thrce or four. Ho objetteti to this. '1'le> couiti not teacli ail thoir
presesit suibjectsand yet shorton tihe heurs. Inticeti, if teciiing irere
propcriy conducteti, cîsildi-on ivouid liko te ho la sehiool botter than
eut of iL. lia largo chies endt towns, the chances.îvore that when the
school %vas tluus early ovur, the chiltiron would ho lit the street8, loaris..

cl 11 vii.
q1rof.' lewo hoid %vith Quinitilian, thiit, chiltiron couid recoive iln.

tructien oniy- nt al certain rate. Theî mmnd. uis Quintillion hi long
ago observeti, %vas liko a siarrowmiockoul uottle,- if it was uttemnptcd
te ho filied tee fast, thù liquiti offly rail ovor and ivas wasted. He
(Prof. Ilowe) e.id net tlîink fire heurs a day Lu mucli for boys of
f'sfteen or se.

Mr. Rubbard thouglit the shortening of the luus wouid ho detri.
mental in country scluocis. Education wîwt net altogother pouring
ie tite mmnd. IL ias aise a striring up ut' its jbcuvers.

Tho President recotieilod the soinowhat cordlicting iews of the lut
tiro speakers.

Dr. Leach gave tho rosult of solno exporlimonts, shiowing howv long
tho earnoast attention of a child might bc socuiret. It was about toit
minutes.

Prof. Howo-No toucher ouglit te expeet straincd attention from
a chiid.

li-. Hubburd slîowed that six ]lours' telerably close attention migii
bo obtainedti ile day, if the suibjeet. were proeriy, varieti.

l'rof. Roblins contelnded that, lai considoring the shortoning of
hleurs, the7 iuust look te the dillisi-nt, uges of thse childi-en, and mausi
mnrko a corresponding difl'orece ii tht. tinta cf tueuir rcmaining ini
Sceel. Ho hald tauglt the alphîabet lit tise rate of only ene letter a
day, andi founti tho whseie iras thereby acquirot ivîith grenter eertainty
and rupidity by uci chiid; anîd arithumetie weulti ho taugw! %vith gi-ester
rapidity if tho quuntity -were grudunteti te the amnount of aittention
thuit would ho giron, fie hati aise found, wlîon toacluing a commosi
shool, tat, lie couid givo a gooti deai of instruction in gcographly

anil irais, ln fivo minutes, ivithout the nid of any text-book. Rie
liad somoatimes spent a foronoors thus, but oftener haîf an heur or n
quarter; and these short lessens te which ho had reorreti, had an
incidlentai udvantage, in tisai tisey taugst, thse child te pay attention.
The adu-ocates cf shorter heurs lit sehiool diti net ivant te curtait the
tinie of Iearniui te tiio lueurs, for it must ho remembered thut mucli
solitary study wa-s doue ut home. The lessons tl.emsolvos ought te
ho short. He did net think that whut the seholar get in scisool iras
really the mest important part of Nvhat ho learned. The tume and tise
attention of the scholars wero tee mucis fritteroti awy lu minutie,
instoad of beinct en agot in learning te take broad, genoral vicirs.

Mi-. Scariett'lad '-nown thse best diliset arise frein the plan cf pro-
Oertioluîngr the. sehool-hours lu uccordance with the a-es cf thse sello-

lars, aeun the sane school.
The discussion lupsoti inte a desultory conversation, in which it

seemed te bo goneraliy agi-ced tisat thse ameunt cf attention tisat could
ho seeet fi-cm pupls ong.h. te govera thp longth of hessons.

Prof. Howe suggestet hat, instead cf shortoniîîg tise hours, haîf-
holidays should ho gli-en more frequmently. C

Tha President reviewed i hat huti been advanced during tise dis-
cussion. All the p oints of achool reforrai %viie had beouî touched
upon wreo being tak-en up in Englanti and in the States, whore seeiety
wore beginnin', te irake up te thse itou, that instruction ln things,
whiicis belongeý'te tise business oflifewus net givon in schools. The
consideration of this matter iras therefore foi-ced upon touchers- anti
if they wvould say, me wvill net budge, ve have Uot ail ilsat iasnecessary
for teachling, bath la subjeci and forni,-them in toms yoa-s, tiîey wvouiti
ail ho swept away.

Prof. Robins thon deliveroti a dissertation on the teachingr of oIe-
monta-y arluhmetic. It was philosophicai, anti showed a sehing
attention; net content te Lake tisings upon trust, or to roceire illus-
tration as a substitute for n-o of Prof. Wiikio coincitiet wits Prof.
Robins; anti thse same ideas huti aIse strucis himt as te thse unsatisfac-
toi-y nature of the text-books la treating cf rutumenta-y aritismetie.

Mi-. Wiiiiamson was affrait that Prof. Roblins' plan, cf going inte
thse fi-st piiples cf these tbings connected with the science et cal-
culation, mi0n1i ba tee abstract for childi-ar.

Mi-. Scarleit tihouèt cisiltiren -were hurriedl thi-ougis the ruies of
aritsmetic, and that it iras net taugisi with sufficient profoundues.

The President advertcd te tise improvements in teaching it aine
thse timo wisea ho was a sciiola-. Caleulation mas maturally pheasant


