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PRxov. .1. 10-"ý My Son, if sînners entice thee, consent thoit mot."

TaAT the young are peculiarly ini danger from, temptiation is a re-
ceived, fact; not indeed universally received by the class most deeply in-ý
terested, for they sometimes regard it as a fancy of their seniors, but received.
witlîout exception by those whio have acquired %visdom, froni age, and êxperi-
ence. Intelligent fathers know it. Pious mothers feel it ; and wvhile they
anxiously wvatch the effeet of' society on their rising familles, they display pe-
culiar solicituide respecting the future of their sons. Tenipters are equally
aware of the proclivities of youth, and make, their calculations accordingly.
lleady to live by the follies and vices of others, they anticipate their chief
lîarvcst from. sced sown among this elass. Besides we ail know that this is
the age when chariacter is taking iLs forn and mouldl froni impressions, asso-
ciations, nets and habits. IL is in fact the crisis of buman. life. He wvbo
then takzes bis proper stand for God, for trutli and for right, and defines lis
position decidedly, wvill probably retain it pernianently. By giving bis ta-
lents to God, lie ivill serve bis generation, be blessed in lifo and for ever-
more ; ivhereas by indecision, by yielding to the eni, rnents of pleasure and
faslit zn, iuc will Iead, 'an ai mless, useless, if flot a di:Dipated life, die. without
peace, and be rejected at last, for Ilthe ungodly iili not stand in the jud-
ment, »nor sinners in the congregation of the rigliteous."'

The verses preceding the text confirmn these views. They inform us flhat
the warniigs of this book %vere -vritten "cta give the youzng man *knowlIedge
and discretion."* They assume the form. of parental advices, and thus our
Father in lieaven charges us ail, and the young man particularly, ".lMy son,
if sinners entice thee consent thou not."

You bave set*out, my young, friends, on a jourrey whicb, in your opinion,
stretches ont over some threesc Dore and ten years; but whether it shall ext2nd
so far, or only over so many days, iL can neyer be retraced. Your prescrit
brief and uncertain life Nvill lead to glory or to shame. -A Royal bighivay
bas been prepared to lead you t0 dignity and felicity, and a Father's voice
says, IlThis is the wvay, ivalk ye init." Any departure from. the straiglit


