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Melchisedee, n priest of Gad, blessed Abra-
ham, us he returned from the slwghter of the
kings. The reign of’ Jehu was continued unto
the fourth gencration for slaying the swock of
Ahab, and Nebuchadnezer was rewarded for
the destruction of I'yre.  And we find David,
king of Istael, delaring inthe text, that lus
hands avere taught to war by theinstructions of
God. Cuses of the same description might be
multiplied without number, and sowe instances
might be given in which the actual vengeance
ot God descended upon those who refused to
slay the enemies that ought to have been stain.

We know in point of fact, that there was
war cven in heaven, and it might natorally be
inferred from this, that there wonld be war on
earth. If Michael and the angels fought against
the dragon; if' they who formerly rebelled
against the authority of God, were tumbled
in . press of’ war from the ramparts of hea-
ven, and if we are actually satisfied, from the
closest and most extensive abservation, that
every lower species of created animals on carth,
live in a state of occasional hostility, in a state
subject to contention and war; then it certainly
would be singular indeed, asingle case in tie
history of angrels above, and all vther creatures
of God's making below, i’ men alone were
excmpted from the necessity of war.

1. is objected against the lawlulness of war,
that Cluist has declared that all they whe wke
the sword shall perish by the sword.  Yes, but
that is declared in the case of those who em-
ploy it for the purpese of private revenge, und
doubtless, had a special reference to the hour
then present, when, it any one had used the
sword, each and all of them who did so, would
have perished. Aguin, it is oljected against
the lawfulness of war, that we are conunanded
to have prrace with all men. Yes, but the
precept is properly qualified and limited by St.
Paul, if it be possible as much as lietk in you,
to live peaccably with all men—if it be poss:ble,
1. ¢. it may be possible and it may nof be pos-
sibie. Aguin, it is objected, that the time
shall be when men shall beat their swords into
plough:hares, and their spears into pruning
hooks, and that nation shall not lift up a sword
against nation, nor learn war any more ; that
time may come and certainly will come, but it
has not yet come, and 1o all appearances is far
enough distant. These are some of the com-
mon ohjectic ns dgainst the profession of arms,
all suscentible of” an answer of the clearest and
fiattest kind; objections agziust a practice,
which, as was befoie shown, has the warrant
of the command of God himself; the warrant
of" the practice of the holy and great men who
lived in days of ¢ld, which has had the appro-
ba.isn and the reward of God publicly bestowed
upon it.

These thiags may serve fo show the lawful-
ness of your profession, but itis not only lawful
—it is :ls» necessary. The profession of a
soldier is necesszary to the very existence of
wankind; ferce must be opposed to force, vio-

lence mast be opposed to violence.  or towee
things to their consequences only a few simple
steps.  1F every man that lives on the face of”
this green and breathing world, were to scl}
his birthright in 1t and come to this resolution,
I will use no violence, I will neither hurt nor
destroy a single creature oft God's, whether it
be 2 beast or a bird of prey,—suppose ull men
were to act npon a resolution of this kind, and
what might be expected as the resoit? Why,
it” mun destroyed not them, they would destroy
him, If every wman made up his mund not to

Sizht against them, every man must miuke up his

nund to perish m their jaws,  You must either
oppose them or be devoured by tiem. Now,
what is true with regard to man and the beasts
of prey, is equally true in regard of one class
of men and another. It a barbarous and sav-
age ruce of men uake a hostile descent upon a
cavilized and orderly commanity, is it the duty
of this community to hang their uscless arms
by their sides, like the tuneless harps of tha
Jews on the willows of Babylon, and with a
patient spirit of martyrdom sufler themselves to
be scalped and devoured by a savage and infu-
riated band 7 No such thing, it is thew duty
and a matfer of absolute neeessity, using the
betier means and intelligence which God has
aiven them, to frustrate the purposes of their
cnemy; to muzzle them if possible, and i that
bie impossible, unguestionably to destroy them.
The same thing holds with regard to mtions.
1f a caltivated, a prosperous and rehgious peo-
ple, arc to maintain their advantages or pre-
serve their existence as a people, they must be
able to protect themselves from the violence
of others. There is no intellmble principle
of duty that requires them to suffer themselves
to be smashed and destroyed—that requires

thein to permit themselves to be insulied or -

plundered. .

The best mtions, generally speaking, are the
strongest; and they ought to be so in order to
fulfil the final purposes of God. The purposes
of God are the present and future happiness
of his intelligent creatures, and in every nation
where the truth in Christ hasbeen made known,
there is certainly to be found a much greater
measure of happiness thanin those countries
that have not been favoured with the know-
ledge of it, and in addition to this, the happi-
ness that arises from the confident expectation
of  future happiness even when the present
life shall have been passed and over. But in
order that the present possession and the future
ennjoyment of an eternal and heavenly blessed-
ness may be possessed and maintained by any
people, that people must have the means and

the power of protecting itsclf from violence,
In such a world as this, they can only live by
opposing theforce of theirencmies. They can
neither maintain their moral nor intellectual
ascendancy by any other means. Their safety
from external violence must be secured, and if
it were a law of nature that the barbarian
should always in the course of time, tread
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