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ment to Constitutional principles, is a decisive proof of
your loyaity, good sense and sound moral feeling.—
Notwithstandig our persuasion that you will cver
manifest these high qualities of the Christian Citizen,
it is well known to you that there are not a few, who,
seduced by wicked and designing men, or incited by
therr own malignant passions, cherish the decpest
hostility against the Government of the country and
the Constutution under which we live,  'We, therefore,
caution you, dear brethren, to beware of the influence
of such persons; bewarc of abandoning the known
and certain good which you now enjoy; beware of
vesigning certain and substantial good for the visionary
theories and fallacious hopes held out by unprineipled
men. In the proper sense of the word, every konest
man will be a reformer of abuses; but be assured of it,
these men seck not to reform but to destroy ; yea, to
destroy all that is valuable in our sacred Institutions.
They have never appealed to reason but to the worst
passions of our nature, and now, as if the Constitution
made no provision for the correction of cvils, they have
appealed to arms, an act wluch nothing short of the
grossest outrage against the essential principles of the
‘Constitution, and that manrivsted in acts of open
tyranny, can in any sensc warrant.  But who that is
not blinded with ignerance or passion will aver, that
such has taken place in Upper Canadun?

Let us, as familics and congregations, offer up our
special supplications to the Most High; let us go toa
Throne of Grace, and while we carnestly bescech the
God of Justice to interpose his power to save us from
the wrath of man, and prevent the cffusion of human
blood, be sincere in the confession of our own sins,
and seck to feel deeply our own unworthiness in His
sight; for we may know assuredly that he who has
his peace made with God, and can in strong faith call
Him Father, is the best prepared for firm'y supporung
what is right, or calmly bearing such trials as may be
1aid upon him.

In name and by appointment of the Commisston,
ALEX. GALE,

Moderator.
Toronto, January, 1838.

LETTER ON CANADIAN MISSIONS FROM.
3. D. BRYCE ESQ.
Toronto, 13th November, 1837.
To tHE EniTor,
My Dear Sir,

During my visit to this coun-
try T have paid some attention to the state of
the Church, and I grieve to think that neither her
present condition nor future prospects are what conld
be wished. I see her munisters for the most part,very
madequately supported, and numerous Townships
without any spiritual provision at all.  Connected as
1 am with the Colonial Society 1 desire 10 be of use
through that body, and as [ proposc writing to Glas-
gow, Ishould wish firstto compare my ideas with
yours, and to recaive the benefit of any information
or suggestion it may be in your power to afford.

It has often been urged at home, and Imyself used
to urge it,that the people here are carnestly solicitous of
spiritual instruction, and from the best motives, but
in this I fear there has been a nustake. That there
is a prevailing desire for rehgious ordinances there is
no doubt ; but to suppose thut this arises from a due
appreciation of pospel blessings is 1o supposethe
people already Christians. It is to regard the differ-
cnt scitlements as so many spiritual churches wanting
Pastors, whereas the people are in a state of alena-
tion from God and necd to be converted. 1 speak,you
will perceive, of ihe country generally—of course
there aremany truly pious persons scattered abroad,
who thirst after the ordinances of divine worship, but
these are comparatively very few; the iohabitants
genorally,arel fear, as I havedescribed them.  Their
wish for a minstry therefore, must have its origin in
very inferior motives, and it is not difficult to imagine
what these are.  Conscience must have a religion of
some sort, and those who have witnessed the decen-
cies of the chiristtan Sabbath at home, cannot feel at
ease without something of the same kind here. That
tleir children should be growing yp unbaptized, they
fecl to be awful, and that they themselves should be
without a church and a minister, they cannot help re-
garding us anopen estrangement from God.  From
tlus state they seek deliverance, and when ordinances
are obtained they are proneto rest in them as a mere
form. ‘Thatthisisto a very grcat extent the case, is
proved by many of the settements which havetaken
place. A minister comes out at the urgent desire of
the people, but what does he find ?  He meets with a
people who speedily become lukewarm—who make
feeble efforts to redeem the pledge given for his sup-
port, and whn i1 many cases, treat him coldly and re-
sent his fidelity. Persons fit for the Eldership he can
rarcly obtain, and in the issue, heis discouraged,while
the people complain that they are burdened. Let me
again say that I speak generally—of course there are

exceptions,



