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recolleotion the sight of -the stili flowing, dark colored, island-studded Mis-
sissippi ; the smooth wavy farms of the ricli prairies of the West, but stili
more vivid, and wve trust more lasting will ho our recollections of the
Christian kindness of' tho i-tany friends w'e liad the pleasure of meeting in
our brief sojourn in thecir midst>; and I ean best give utterance to the grate-
fui emotions that arc naow excited at the remembrance of their kindness,
in the expressive prayer, May the Lord bless t.hee and keep thee. May the
Lord make Ris facee to shine upon thee, and bo gracions unto thee. May
the Lord lift up Mis couvitenance upon thee, and give thee peace.

W'ith many thanks, il-r. Editor, for the favor of your pages,
I romain, yours,

JOHN LOGIE.

THIE FOREIGN MISSION QUESTION.

To t/Le Edlitor of the aaia bL1.M aie
Suit:-

I read Mr. Duff's letter in reference to bis tour through the Durham
Presbytery, with mucli interest, and its publication is fitted to do good ser-
vice to the cause entrustcd to the Conmmittee of' which hoe speaks, and for
the promotion of which, they, at their mîeeting in October last, resolved to
send deputations to ail the Preshyteries in the denomination. Mr. IDuif
seems to have been the first on tho field, and his reception, îvill, it 15 to be
hoped, ho an encouragement to the other deputies; to start on their respective
missions, as it is an example whichi ail the Preshyteries and Congregations
in the Sytiod would do well to imnitate. I have hiad reason to know that
some of the deputies have -been disposed to defer, if not to abandon the
visit on account of "1kge lard timjes," and, tliat, for the saine reason, some
Congregations, if not I'resbyteries, have declined, or 17111 decline, the visit
of the deputies, even if it should ho offered. This I have learned wîth deep
regret, and I believe that linany of the best friends of our Church ivili
s-ynîpathize withi tho sentiment. Nor eau I think that sucb a step is called
for, or even j ustified by the reason assigned ; that reason, on the other hand
appears to nie to ho one of the strongest that eau be urged for the deputies
fuifiliing, tlîeir appointmnent. as 'Mr. iLuff lias doue, and for ail the Presbyte-
ries and Congregations ini the body, giving thexni the samne cordial and eîî-
couraging reception that those of Durham gave; hmii.

Whiat is the cause or " iheh I(rdliless of* the lie "is a question that is
often atsked, but noever very sa«tisfactoriiy answered. Very different causes
have been assigned, and thiere is probably no oxec cause that eau account
for it. Though. Iîowever. ive cannot tell what its cause ik, we can tell
what its cause is not. It is. not th-at the people of Canada, or we may say,

'Of any other country, have been givilîg too mnuchi, either for the support of
the Gospel at home, or for the spread of it abroad. lu sueli a case, there
iight be ground for the argument that tbey should not, i» p)resent circurn-

stiw eh called upon to give more for either of thiese objeets. But what
if the fact of their giving so tilie to these objeets, sbould be the cause, to
any extent of their having- now so littie for their own purposes? What if
commercial distress should ho in auy degree the resuit of spiritual niggard-


