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doctrines of \Vicliffe, -whoreby ho incurred
the bitter hatred of the clergy. The nmorai
condition of Jrague ivas at Ùb0 time deplor-
able. Ail classes liad abandoned thoin-
selves te every kind of profligacy, and frein
tho outset of lis ininistry Huss endeavoured
to stem the tido of wickoedness by faithfully
preaching, the word of God. In due turne
ho was clevatcd to the rectors1ii- of tho
University -%vhielh added greatly to bis in-
fluence. For a time ho seemed to be in
favour with Sbiuko, the Archbishop of
Prague, a young, accomplishod nobleman,
who was painfully awvare of the distracted
state of bis diocese and disposed to adopt
anything that inight restore order anieng
his clergy and discouragoe the gross super-
stition of the people. But Sbinkco -was a
mian of the world. Iluss, on theoether baud,
wvas actuated by deep religieus sentiment.
Betwixt two such different natures there
could be ne lasting friendship, and it wvas
net longe before the archibishop becaine bis
persecutor. lIt -%as as a d efender of Wicliffe
that Huss flrst incurred his dispiessure.
Other matters of dispute seon aroso te widen
the broach, tili at length Sbinko procured
frein Pope -Alexander V. full peovers te
suppress preaching in private chapels and
te humn the writings of Wicliffe. A bonlire
of upwards of tivo hiundred -volumes,
beautifully written and elegantly bound,
was set firo te in the public street aniid
the tolling ef bouls. Tho effect of these
proceedings on Huss was only te increase
lis zeal. Re denouncedl indulgences and
ether flagrant; abuses more loudly thau ever.
A second bull -%vas issued. Rfuss -vas erdered
te appear ut IRoeo te answer for bis hereti-
cal utterances, but as hoe did net obey the
sumnions hoe -%vas condeinned, and the city
of Prague placed under interdiet until it
should rid itself of the herotie. Thecdhurch
deers -%vere, closed and Prague woro the
aspect of a dooed city. What should
Huss d o? Ho was the cause of this calamity.
He u7etired te lis native village where be
empleyed lis time, ini writing te, bis friends
and preaching te crowds of peasants in the
open fields.

Huss Lad net yet breken with the chureli
of Rome. She was stili dear te him. What
ho ardently desired was her reformation.
Ho would have thec durcI te recognize
the Bible as the rule of faith. LiÂttle did
lie know how far-reaching was the principle

ho advocated. lIn the nxeantimo, ho returus
te P'rague and preadhos wiffi greater poiver
than befure. The Queen and many of the
nobles tooki bis part. A niajerity ef the
people sympathized with hini alid, wero
captivated by bis eloquence andi bis con-
sistent life, 50 Markedly in centrast with
wvhat thcy saw oery whero in tho priest-
hood. lib wvas about this tirne thathli formcd
the ronîantic friendship -%ith ' Jerome of

Prge'a Bobemian Knighit who had
imbibed tIc doctrines ef Wicliffo whule
studying at Oxford University. For seme
tume they -%orked, together in Prague wvith
perfect accord. But events were Iastoning
te a crisis. Tho di-vided state of Chiristen-
dem ut the begriuning, of tho fifteenth
century threaténed, the entire overthreov of
the clîurch. There -%ere thrce rival popes
ivho, xutually cursed and exconinunicated
each other ; dissenting sects began te mul-
tiply and inanly who had net the courage
of their convictions looked. on in dismay.
Bluss kept on thc even teor of luis way,
unriuffled, amid the storins of party warfare.
The more he studied his Bible the3 firmer
bis conviction becanie that the Church of
Renie had become esse.ntially corrupt. Ho
published a list of errers and placarded
thein on tho door of Bethlehem dhapel.
This produced a profound impression on
ýthe public mind. lIn 1414 hoe was suin-
Mniod by the Emperor Sigismund te appear
before the Ceuncil of Constance te answer
for his cenduct. Before goiug, lie secured,
frein the Eniperor a loUter of safe cenduct
and also an assurance from the pope of
protection from harm. Neitîer of thein
kept their -Word. Accompanied by several
Behemiaii noblenien, ho WNent te constance
fbelieving that ho ivould have a fair hearing.
1 Th couricil mnet on the lst of Nevember.
Four weeks wore taken up with thc trial
of the rival popes, wvhe were severally
char,-ed with niurder, heresy, simony, and
otîer heinous offences. Two of theni wver&
deposed, John XXIII and Benedict XlIII;
the third, Gregory XII, voluntarily resigned.
The attention. of the council was now
directed te Huss. In violation of the,
assurances given him, ho was thrown into>
a leatbseme dungeon-theocouncil declaring-
"that ne faith la to be kept; witî heretics

te the prejudice of the dhurci. " While&
the libel against lim was being prepared,
Huss was removed fer safe keeping te the
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