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The Uross

m T—
spires mare dew.mon. The continual

caravans {rom all the Christian nations |
~the public prayers—the prostrations
—the -rich presents sent thither by
Christian princes—al! excite in the soul
what is better feli than described. Ad-
ded to this, the extriordinary contrast |
in scencs the .aost striking.  On going:
out of the grotte, where vou have found
riches, the arts and -he religion of a ci-
vilized people, you find yourself ina
profound  solitudz, in the midst of the
paltry houses of the Arahz, among hali- !
naked savages and Musselmen without
faith.  This holy land dare no morc
dsnlay its gladness—the ren cimbrance !
of ity glaiy _is confined in its bosom.
We dnscended from the Grotto of the:
Naum_y ‘to_a subierrancous Chapel. R
where. teadition’ laces the Sepulehre of |
the. linucents.  The Chapel of the In-,
wcents. leads to the grotto »f St. Jerom. |
‘e ther - saw’ the tomb of this doctor -
of fhe C ureh, wha passed the greater
past.of his life'in this grotto.  Saint |
Paula and her dau«rhter S. Eustochia, -
ate also buried helc These noble ta- -
dies, of the family of Scipios, quiited
the wle‘ndor of Rome to live and die at
Bethlehem in the practice of mo .astic |
virtues. :
I 1Ftumed to the convent, and view-

ed the counlr A fam.l the top o¥a terrace.
Bathichem is built on a sma i hill that
o)eﬂool a long valley.  This valley
extends from E.N to West.  The hill,"
ta'the South, is covered with olive trees
and to.t e Notth, with fig trees. The
monasie’y owes part of its riches to ‘
Baidwin, king of Jerusalem.. It wasa’
fqg,lress, and its walls are so t ik, that
it would easily sustain a siege against
the Turks.

t sixo c!ock in the morp ngwe de-
parted from Béthlehém. "
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“extends,

Slaceliver yvou

W to!id“cd
at first the valley of Betbl.hem, that:

as | have said, to the East,

bana a.ru ed at a grotto, callcd the (;rot-
to of the Shepherds.  In this place, the
shepherds of Judea were apprised of
the bt of the Saviour. The piety

“of the faithful bas transforined it into

a Chapel. It must have formerly been
g:e'ulv ornamented, as | remarked theve
two pillars of the ( crinthian, and two
otheis of the lonic order.

CIIRISTMAS EVE.

“Yet a little while and a very littla whilennd
e thut is 10 come witl come gl will not delay.?

“To morrow you shadl go out, and the Lord:
will e with you”

“ Be prepared o meet your God”

O Gup! wha eheersst cur hearts by the
vendy expeetation of the feast of our Redesp-
tion, giam thar as we josfuliv repvive thy only
!wnmln e ‘1\'!, anr Lerd Jesus Chirias, when ln‘

connee 0 pedesin us, we ey niso behold han

s withont fear, wien he shall eome to by our

Judge; who wih thee hiveth, &e.

CHRISTMAS DAY.

&4 tha heguuing was abe Word, and the
“Word was wath God, atdd the Word was God,

wAad the word was inide Aeshy aud daedt
Ao s’

“Winle the night wasin tie midst of her
cotrse, thy Moy Woo o O Lord! Pt
dow - frome thy reand throne”

“ e i our God unto eternity : hic shall
ritie s far ver moce.”

“ Al of his kingilom there shail he no end.’

“This day is born 10 you w Savionr.”

«T .o Lord vour God is i the midst of you
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Godl,

Gid 0 biveld the world as to give his oniy-
Lo gotten San ®

“Phe Son of man is come 1o seek and to
w.wm that Which was {os”

Tarough the banels of the merey ef our
G nl. the Otient. frmn on Yigh hath visited us:
“uiten thear that =it in darkness, and in

to e
to direet our feet ino the

the shadow ot death :
way of peace.
“Burg ofne Father hefore nll ngas,” Chrict
was, iu the (yliess of tive, = horn oi’ the Virgin
Mary,” ainl he i$ ‘Anily born spiriunlly iv; the
beart of the just. These three births of the



