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seasuns.  As | aad befure, toinatier av tu the sounduess or
unsounduess of the doctrines on which these pretensions
were fuunded , such were the docirines, and such the pretenstons
aud during their prevalenco in England, aruso our churches, our
panshes, (or pniestships,) our cathedraly, and bishops® sces; ull
those monastories which have sinco been suppressed and de-
?lroycd » and, along with the rest, our universities and thess col-
cpes.

For a Parliament to meddle with a Church Like this ; to ques-
tion the nghtful power of 2 Parhament, consisuing of laymen,
to meddle with the possessiuns of a Church like this, having its
head totally separate from thetemporal sovereignty of the coun-
tey , toquestion the nghtful puwer, of a hody of lavmen to med-
dle wath the property of' a Chureh like tlus, whose Divine ongin,
and Divine 1aission and authority, had been universally ac-
huowledged for above twelve hundred years; to questton the
rightfal power of a Purhataent 1 such a case, was not a thing
by very unreasonable, but, un the contrary, the questivners had
reasun ou their side, especially as these doctrines had prevailed
during 80 long a period, and as the country had been so free,
and sv happy daring the greater part of that period.

But, Parsons, had your Church auny such pretensions? 1
have a high opimon of that quality 1 you, which 1s usually de-
nominated *¢ frass’’; but do you pretend that (hus establishment
was fuunded by Jesus Christ and lis Apostles? Do you pre-
tead tv hold your possessions simmediately by a grant tromn God ;
and that they are asmuch yours as my Life and hinbs are mine ?
Why, yes, you are, at tlis ime (very curious to relate,) cudea-
vonng to set up a something of these pretensions ; and are po-
stuvely asserting that.you hold your possessions, and 1o the ex-
clusion too of all other Christiau sects, by a nght of prescrip-
tion; that is to say, a right which existed before all human
laws. This wes distivctly stated by Sir Rubert Peel, during
the discussion of the question relative 10 the adaussion of Dis-
senters to take degrees in the Umiversittes.  Quite enongh had
been written and published by me, lonyg before, to show that it
was rapine, on the part of those who ook the Church property
from Catholics and gave it to Protestaunts ; that 1t was an act of
rapine, and not an act.of sightfui power, on the patt of the Pur-
hament of that day,unless the present Parliament had the right-
ful power to take the property from its present possessors and
dispose of it at its pleasure. Perceivmng the irresistible furce
of this argument  Sir Robert Peel, forgetting all about the lay
snpropriations, discovered that the Cathohie Church had a
prescriptive right to its pussessions; and that the Pathament
had never weddled with that prescriptive night : that the Es-
tablished Church was sull, fags, the Catholte Chureh, nd
was merely refortued ; and that 1t was in the possesswon of all
thy presenptive rights which had ever belonged to ** lHoly
Church!”? =

1f these were 50 ; 1f you were merely a reformed Catholie
Church, and the regular successors of 1he bishops und priests
of the Ramnan Catholic religron; then all the lay estates, in
uthes, or in lands, which were (ormerly puscessed by your pre-
decessors are wholly destitute of a4 tmie; and the vwners inay
any day, be legally e]iccled by the King’s Attorney General;
and the King may order the estates to be returned to you.—
Ylowever, we are now going to look at the teality ; we are now
gomg to sce, that to Athes, to oblativns, to bishops’ laeds, to
any thing that you possess, as clergy of the Church, you have
no prescriptive right, any more than the Duke of Wellingtou
has to his estates of Strathfieldsaye, which he possesses in vir-
tue of an Act of Parliament, aui solely in virtue of that Act of
Parliament. Indeed, what are the uames, style and utle of
your Church? Why, «*¢ The 1 -otestant Church of England,
asby law established ;" not as by Christ established ; not as
established by the Apostles, The King's coronation oath binds
him to support the Protestant Church € as by law established ;
and this description was invented too, for the express purpose
of distinguishing the tenure of your Church from that of the
Roman Catholic Church; the tenure of -which was, by
prescription, independent of all written law. In short, yours is
a Church founded solely on Acts of the Parliament, sitting at

Wesiainster ; and we are now going to see what those Acts of

Parliwmont werg; under what circumstances they had passed ;

and the sort of men by whom they wern passed ; togethey with
the 1amfest motives and objects of those wen,

The-Roman Catholic Ghurch had begun to havoe its authority
disputea, in some parts_of Chustendom, about the year 1520.
At this ume Henry the Eighth, for tho purpese of gratifying
ns own wicked passions, joined those who had begun to deny
tho authority of the pope as head of the church, though ho had
bafure written a book in defence of that authonty,, for which he
had reesived tl.e title of ** Defender of the Faith,”” which our
' .ugs retain to this day, though by sheir curonation cath they
sulemnly protest against that very faith, of which Henry the
Sizhth was the Defender! This monster of cruelty proclaimed
Inimself to be the Supreme head of the Christ’s Church i Eng-
and 3 and he put to death hundreds of the most virtuous and
excellent persons because they would not take an oath recog-
msing his spintual supremacy. Iinding s nost strenuous op-
ponents to be in the monastenes, and, at the same tume, eager
to get hold of \he possesions of thuse monasteries, as the means
of bringing over to us side the most powerful menin thecountry
he suppressed 5 that 1s to say, heconfiseated and took possession
of, alrlhe monasterics and all thewr unmense estates.  ‘T'his
was not done without Acts of Parhament. Two Aects wers
passed ; one n the 27th year of lis reign, and 1n the year 1535;
the other in the 31st year of his reign,gand in the year 1539.
T'hese Acts of the Parliament granted to him, also a very con-
siderable part of the greatuthes of the panshes; becauss the
monasteries had become both the patrons aud incumbents of
tho Lenefices of the parishes. Thus, more than a thud part
of the whole of tho real property of the kingdum was granted
to lum by the Parliament, with power to him to give 1t away
to whom he pleased ; to sell it, or to exchange st. Those who
passed these acts knew very well that they would have tho
chief share of the spuil. Ho was compelled to divide this spoil
amongst the noblemen, gentlemen, und all persons of great
power and influence in the vountry 1 order to bind them up in
the same girdle with himself. This he did without loss of t11mo
and we are now going to sce the prodigious effect of this divi-
ston of the spoil ; and espectally we ure going to_sce s great
effect 1n the producing of thus present Chutch of Englaud, *¢ ss
by law established.”’

Amidst such assaults as theze, it was impossible that the
Roman Catholic Church should remain unshaken.—When men
saw those monstrous acts of what had hitherto been deemed
sacrilege, committed, notonly with impumty, but under the
sanciion of law ; when they saw a mere layman assume the spi-
ritual supremacy of the Church of Christ; when they suw 1a-
numerable persons put to death for refusing to swear, that they
believed that which they had always been taught to_disbelieve,,
“when they heard this new head of the Church proclaimung one
sort of a creed one day, and another sort of creed another Jay;
when they saw hun burning Protestants and Catholics at the
same stake : and sull heard him call himself a Catholie king,
and a spintual head of the Church at the same time * amidst all
these thgs 1t was impossible that men cuuld retan anything
ke an unity of faith, 1t was impossible that the nation shouid
not be split up into a diversity of sects; that each man shouid
net claim a right to think and decide for himself in religious
tnatiers ; and this aclually was the state_of Eagland w this
respect, at the time of the death of this merciless tyrant, which
took place ia the year 1547, when he expired m tho fifty-simh
year fof hisage, and in the thirty-eighth of his reign, the
inost unjust, hard hearted, meanest, and most _sangumar‘{{ly-
rant, that the world had ever beheld whether Chiristian o> Hea-
then. As long as this tyrant existed, tho holders of confiscated
Church property, which were also the pattimony of the poor,
at the same timoe were safe in their possessions, under his sort
of mongrel Catholic Church ; but, when his son, Edward the
Sixth (a mere boy,) succeeded kim, and the government was
to be carried on Fy guardians and trustees, there was a great
danger that the peeple would resume their rights, at any rate,
that the Pope woulid in a short time, resume his power m Eng-
land, where the parish priests were still Catholic; and if he re-
sumed his power, the sharers in tho plunder were in a perilous
stato, as for as related to that plunder. Therefore, in order to
obviate this danger, 1t was necessary to abrogate, to put down




