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May 7. Mark 7: 2437,

Parallels, Matt. 15: 21-31.
Golden text, Ps. 145: 9.

Catechinm, o3, 36.
Torrc: SUFFEREKRS DROGGHT TO CHRIST.

I. ONe IN THE ARMS OF FAITIH ONLY.

1. A dear deughter by a devoted and
importunate mother,

(1) This is & case of peculiar in-
terest.

a. DBecause it exhibits a mother’s
tender affection,

b. Becauso it is the case of"a
mother in hehalf of o dis-
tressed but loved daughter,

¢. Because it is the first case in
which our Lord secemed to
turn a deaf ear to a suppliant.

d. Because it is o case in which
faith comes off more than con-
queror,

e. Becauso the cure was wrought
when the patient was absent
and at a distance.

II. ONE BroucuT 18 PErsoy py Drar
FRIENDS.

Y. There are peculiar features of in”

(}) Itis the firstinstancein which
our Lord takes a patient aside
from the crowd.

(2) Itis thefirstinstancein which
Jesus is said to have sighed
and prayed before the miracle
was performed.

(3) Itis the firstinstancein which
the people join together in a
song of praise to the Lord
Jesus.

Pracricar, Lessons.

1. The personal presence of the patient
was not necessary for the oxercise by
Jesus of His healing power-

2. Importunatencss is the essential
element of faith.

3. It matters not whether the suppliant
be Jew or Greek. * God is no respector
of persons.”

4. It matters not what class of disease
is brought before Jesus.

5. The prophetic refrain.of comingages,

iy here given: {* He doeth all things well.”

May 4. Mark 8: 1—321.
Parallels, Matt. 15.: 32; 16 : 12,

Golden text, Luke 12: 1.
Catechism, 37, 38.

Torrc : Tur LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES.

I. A Svccrstive FIGURE o¥'SPERCH.—
LrAveN,

1. A suggestive figure of the power of
influence, good or bad.

(1) Aggressive. (2) Subtle in its
aggressiveness. (3) Unless re-
sisted, all-conquering in its
subtlety.

2. Our Lord's suggestive use of this
SAgure.

(1) To represent the powertul in-
fluence of erroneous doctrine.

(2) To represent the danger to
which His disciples were ex-
posed from erroneous doc-
trines.

II. A SvacesTivE EXAMPLE OF THE Ex-
ERCISE OF BAD INFLURNCK.

1. Its agency.—Pharisees.
(1) The sceret of their power.
{@) Their ccclesiasticai, social, and
political position.
() Their great pretensions to
piety—in fasting and prayer.
2. Jts method.—Doctrine.
(1) Public tcacl)in? a great power
for good or evil.
(2) As the respect felt for the
Phariseesenhanced theirpower
8o our respect for either the
genius or supposed sincerity
of a public teacher enhances
his power.
3. An imperative duty in view of thix
Sact.—*¢ Prove all things; hold
fast that which is gcod.”

Pracricar LESSONS.

1. The compassion of our Lord Jesus.
—Vs. 1-3,

2. That His power is equal to His com-
passion.—Vs, 4-8,

3. As our Lord fwas {affected by the
hardness of the Pharisees, v. 12, so is He
affected by our hardness.

4. Though our Lord was deeply pained
at the hardness of the Pharisees, they
were so fay gone thatg‘ He left§ them ;”
80 we may be confident that the assurance
of His love is not the assurance of oar
salvation.

5. Our Lord’s solemn warning to the
disciples should be prayerfully heeded by
us. - .

6. We may test the degree of our
spirituality by our readiness to apprehend
the teaching of God's word. .

7. Every doctrine should be carefully
tested by the word of God. ‘



