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ACTION REQUIRED.

Recently the daily papers published
the result of investigations made by
Prof. Fletcher, in regard to the grass-
hopper invasion in w section of sou-
thern Manitobn. Prof. Fletcher de-
clares ¢hat the hoppers are the gen-
uine Rocky Mountain locusts, which
did such destruction Iu Manitoba in
the early days on a previous visit.
He gives instructions for the exter-
mination, or at least for the holding
in chieck of the pest, and saysif pro-
per measures are taken by the far-
mers in the infected district, there
will not ‘be much danger of the hop-
pers spreading over the country and
Lecoming epidemic.

1t appears to the Comrercial that
this is 2 mutter which should not bie
left to the spasmoldic and haphazard
attempts of individual farmers to
control. \We must accept Yrof. Flet-
cher's statement that the hoppers are
the dangerous specics. This year they
have appeared in « small area  of
country, but if left alone they may
spread destructioi over avast area
of territory in a year or two, and ap-
pear in such vast numbers us to be-
come ummanageable. The trouble is
simply local now, but it might become
provincial in & year or two. It would
therefore appear to be the duty of
the provinclal anthorities to see that
thie invasion of the pest is promptly
dealt with. There will be no danger
if measures are taken now to prevent
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the fnerease and spreading of  the
hoppers. The provinejal department
har acted wisely in having an inves-
tigation made, and now that we have
a report from Prof. Fletcher, the same
forcsight which led to having an in-
vestigation, should induce the author-
ftles to follow up the work aund see
that the threatened danger is avert-
ed.

TALKING NONSENSE.
The Commercial has been favored
witls & printed copy of wun article
headed “Canada’s Big Display.” It
deals with the Canndian exhibit at
the Omaha exposition now going on.
No doubt this article has been dis-

tributed to the press in
the United States and Cannda
for reproduction. though it

containg some glaring inaccuracies.
One of the first statements is a refer-
ence to the wheat on  exhibition,
which is descrivied as “No. 1 hard nor-
thern,” a grade by the way which we
have never yet heard of in thiy coun-
try. It is further said that this grade
of wheat is produced all over Canada
at the rate of thirty-cight to forty-
five bushels per acre, all of which,
everybody knows, is perfect rot. We
iure uext told that “Commissioner My-
ers says that the Dominjou ean supply
breadstulfs for all the nationsof the
arth.  If  the Canadian Com-
missioner in charge of the ex-
hibit fg respousible for these ab-
surd statements, ax would appear from
the reading of the article, he should
be called down. e appears to be
thoroughly out yuankeeing, the Yuan-
kee in “blowing.” We did not read be-
yond the first paragraph of the ar-
ticle referring to wWheat, and if it goes
on at the same rate all the way
through, it will certainly be surpris-
ing to Canadians who may read it.

BUATER.

A great change hag come over the
putter situation in Manitoba within
a few years. due to the development
of the factory system here. A\ few
years ago the butter trade was the
bane of the country merchants, The
dairy butter, then almost exclusively
made throughout the country, was
handled by the general merchants,
and the trpde was considered i very
unprofitabie one. It was o frequent
thheme amoxngst merchants what to
do with or how to get rid of the but-
ter trade, The average quality of
the bhutter was poor, and the handiing
of it was geuerally u losing business
for the merchants. At a retaiters’
coivention in Winunipeg a number of
years ago, a large portion of the
time was given to the discussion of
the butter questioit, and from the
remarks of thosz present one would
have been lel to balieve that the
merchants would have gladly wash-
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ed their hands of the butter business,
if any other way could have been
found for handiing the trade. But
there wag no way out of it. Dhero
were no cash buyers in the conntry
towns for the buttor. and when thelr
customers brought ‘them the stuff
they had to take jt regardiess of
quality. At the convention. hell in
March, 1890, the following resolution
wag passed : !

“That thig convention strongly ad-
vis2 the establishmont of creameries
ag the best solution of the butter
question; that untll creameries can
be established (to relieve the mer-
chants of handling the butter), a
higher price should not he paid for
butter than it will realize in the
wholesale market, and that the sys-
tem of supplying tubs to customers
be discoatinued; and that butter be
not taken on due or past due ac-
counts,”

We give this resolution as a bit of
bhistory of the butter trade in Mani-
toha. The words included within the
brackets. in the resolution, areours.

Now the scene js all changed. This
year at many points the merchants
have been scrambling over each other
in their eagernegs to buy the farme
er's  butter, and in many cases re-
markably high prices have been paid,
compared witlt the wholesale value
of the commodity in receiving and
consuming markets. At come points
where creamerics have been Jocated
the prices paid to farmers for dairy
hutter have been ‘higher than farme-
ers would receive for creamery but-
ter, after cogt of making was de-
ducted. This has led to considerable
rivalry with the creameries, and has
made it difficult for the latter to
pleas?2 their patrous.

The eaus2 of the change is no doubt
due to a large extent to the cstab-
lishment of creameries. Mhe average
quality of the butter made has been
greatly improved, and it is  more
readily saleable for shipment. Tho
starting oFf creameries has stopped a
large make of had dairy Lutter, while
the reduced quantity and improved
quality of the Jatter has lel to a
better Jdemand for the dairy article.

While this keen competition for
dairy butter in the country may be
coasidered a good thing in one sense,
it would be a great mistake to have
the creamery industry destroyed by
the high prices paid for dairy butter.
It would put the butter trade back
in the same old condition that it
was it some years ago. It will be
bLetter for the reputation of the
country to have ag much butter
made in the creamerics as possible,
There will be enough dairy butter
made at points not aceessible to
creamerics, to supply the demand for
sueh grades. So far as the merch-
auts are concerned. it would seem in
their jnterest to ullow the farmer
to sell his milk or cream to the {ac-
tories and pay the proceeds in cash .



