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tem of insurance in this cowatry finding parti.
cular faulf with the board of underwriters as
now constituted as it was to the interests of the
underwriters who were the insurance agonts to
keep up rates. Ho also took exception to the
forms of polices and advocated the formation of
o local company. If such a company were
formed it must have no ccnnection with tho
board of underwriters. H thought that at
least the conveantion should enter a vigorous
protest agaiust the way of senducting insurance
here and bring the board of underwriters in
Manitobs to their senses.

Mr. Ashdowva made a vigorous specch declar-
ing that the time had como for decisive action.
He advised an agitation against the insurance
companics and no surrender in the matter,
The business men of danitoba would be them.
selves to blame if they did not get their rights
in this matter.

Ex-Mayor Ryan also favored = vigorous
course of action agaiast the companies for
lower rates.

Mr. Labonde advocated the wholesale and
retail merchants forming a co-operative insur-
ance company. He went at length into the
details of this proposition pointing out the ex-
poriences of other cities in co-operative insur.
ance.

Mcr. Ashdown desired to mention -the impor-
tance of obtaining copies of applications for in-
surunce in duplicate, and also of carefully
reading over tho policies whea obtained.

After some further general discussion the
resolution was unanimously adopted.

Messrs. Baird, Pilot Mound, Reed, Neepawa,
Ross, Rapid City, Hamilton, Neepawa, and
Hemenway, Carman, were appointed as the
committee to co.operate with the Winnipeg
board of trade.

D¢, Riley suggested that before the membors
of the committe leflt the city they should wait
on the government and sco if some legislation
could not be obtained which would further the
important object. This anggestion was adopted,
a taotion of Mr. Rollins instructing the com-
mittec to interview the government being
adopted.

EXEMPTIONS.

The matters of excessive municipal sssess-
meat and the Manitoba Exemption dct noxt
came up for discussion. Mr. Whitla spoke
strongly against the system of assessment in
this country contending that great injustice
was being done to the business communite hy
it,

As to the Exemption Act, Mr. Ashdown was
afraid they weald never succeed in getting the
government to abolish it, but he thought per.
haps they might succed in getting it modified.

Mr. Steen denounced the Excmption Act
and gave some pointers as to the rcasons
which led to the passago of the measure.

Mr. Hamilton did not think the Exemption
Act was ss iniquitous as some gcemed to think,
Ho thought the farmers i tho country who
might bo uunfortunate should have some pro-
tociion. He tiought tho convention should
vot undertake t o much lest thoy accomplish
nothing. Tho retailers, he was afraid, would

-bo antagonizing the fzrmers.

Mr. Morton moved, seconded by Mr. Her-

bert, that this convention desires to bring be. |

foro the notico of our legislators the anomaly
in locs! taxation whereby tho merchaants’ stock
is taxed to its full valuo while the personal pro-
porty of farmersand tho capitalof financial con-

corns and other accumulated funds ace oxempt
from taxation ontirely, and this convention
horeby appoints a committee to work in har-
mony with the Winnipeg board of trade in,
gotting this anomalous state of affairs brought
to an ead. ‘This motion was carried.

It was also resolved, “That tho convention
desires to express its decided disapproval of the
oxemptions from execution or seizure guaran-
teed to debtors in the act known as an act for
the administration of justice, especially tu so
far as they take away the means of recovering
oy process of law of debis for goods actually
necessary for household supplies, and the con-
vention pledges its support to the Winnipeg
board of trade in any efforts made by its mem.
bers to have theso exemptions abolished in
connection with debts incurred for family
necessitiés.”

It was dcecided to endeavor to induce all
retailers throughaut Manitoba and the Terri-
tories to join the association, and form local
associations to work in harmony with the
general association. If this can Laaccomplished
great good will result, It will aid in over-
ooming the local jealousies which unfortunately
prevail among merchants in many communities,
and which sometimes result in great injury to
trade. If these jealousies can be overcome, a
great deal will have been acccomplished ia the
direction of placing trade on a better basis.

After the closc of tho convention, a number
of the delegates were asked privately as to
tholr opinion of the convention. Each and
every one so spoken to expressed pleasure at
the resul’ of the meeting. The work accom-
plished had been fully up to their oxpectations,
aad all felt satisfied that great good would re-
ault from the meeting. The merchants now
understood cach other, and all were prepared
to work together to bring about the necessary
reforms,  Altogether the feeling among the
delegates scemed very hopeful, and they all go
home imbued with the belief that the move.
ment which has been inaugrated, will result in
correcting the evils connectzd with the system
of conducting business in this country.

After some discussion it was decidgd to hold
the next convention during the month of Sep-
tember of this year, at the call of the presi-
dent. If the proposed exhibition is held, the
association will meet during exhibition week,

Resolutions of thanks were passed to the
officers of the convention, to the railway com-
panics and others, after which the convention
was dismissed.

Par Prices.

The followiug prices were realized at the
January sale of the Hudson’s Bay Compaoy at
London, England. Prices in shillings:

Beaver—Yorkpott; firsts, large, 433, small,
183; wetted, 18 to 38; scconds, large, 373,
small, 163; wetted, 154 to 343; thirds, large,
22, small, 94; cubs, 43, anu kitts, 33,

M. K. R,, firsts, large, 403, small, 183; scc-
onds, large, 35, small, 15}; thirds, large, 21,
amall, 93; cubs, 53.

M. R. & E. M., firsis, large, 463, small, 23;
scconds, large, 333, small, 183; thirds, largo,
23%, small, 14, and cubs, 7.

F. G., firsts, largo, 56}, small, 263; scconds,
large, 42, small, 22,

B., firsts, large, 42, small, 293; scconds,
large, 363, small, 174; thirds, large, 234, small,
14,

N, W,, firsts, large, 433, small, 1§ ; scconds,

large, 34, small, 14; thivds, large, 234, small,
94, and cubs, 53.

Canada, firats, largo, 43, small, 22¢; seconds,
large, 36, small, 17; thirds, large, 22, small,
123, and cubs, 6.

Musquash— Prices given in penco:

Yorkfort, fivsts, 11; seconds, 9; thirds, 74;
fourths, 5, aad kitts, 23.

M. K. R., firsts, 9); scconds. 8; thirds, 6%,
and fourths, 4.

M. R., firats, 124; scconds, 9; thirds, 74, and
fourths, 5.

E. M. and L. W. R, firsts, 137; scconds, 10};
thirds. 8.

N. W,, firsts, 9§; seconds, 8); thirds, G};
fourths, 43.

Canada, firsts, 134; scconds, 10}; thirds, 8,
fourths, 6, und kitts, 33. ~Fur Trude Review.

Minneapoils Markets.

Folluwing were closing quotations for wheat
on Wednesday, March 3:

Mar. April. May, On trach
No. 1 hard..vveerenene 8 38 86 704-50
N0, 1 northern cove vene T 8 78)-753
KRo. Snorthern veee e 75} 15 %6 734773

These prices were 13 to 2¢c above those of a
week ago. .

FLOUR,
Patonts, sacks, to local dealers., ........... 84 60 to &4 65
Patents, taship, sacks, car 1089 voeuvev.. 4 15t0 § 50
In bATreldueeie corinieien conne cenn o 125t 4150
D Evered at New England polnts........ 505t0535
New York points c.uceeeeier cavneee.. 4 9580 525
Delivered at Philadclphia and Baltlmore.. 4 99 to 5 29
Bakers here....cee ceceenenesnnienninean 290t0 323
SUPCIRNO. e sttt ieitantiintiatiianans 1706 295
Red dog, 830KS. e e ceeetens tevieiieeses 10080 1 20
Rod dog, barrels...v.ees eetesrrraserianns 1256 1%

Rran and shorts—These products moved out
fa.cly at about 87.50 fur bran f.0.b. and at 8.23
t0 88.75 for shorts.

Corn—The cora receipts were larger butoffer.
ings wero not very free on track and holders
mostly asked from 25¢ for fair mixed to 26e for
No. 2 yellow with buyers about %c under for
on tvack cars. Cars put f.o.b. and switched
were held at 24} to 263c.

Oats—The offesings were fair in amount vith
holders asking 20 to 22¢ for tho general run of
samples on track. Nico sced lots held alove.

Feed—Quoted at $10 to $10.50 on track;
$10.50 to $11 1.0.b. and switched for billing out

Huy—The hay market remained steady with
wild quoted at about $4 50 to §6.50 for fair to
choice cars, the latter mostly fine uplaad.

Apples—33 to $4 per barrel.

Hides—Hides, green, per b, 3} to -c; green,
salted, per ib. 3} w0 63¢; sheep pelts, 230 to 3L

Butter—Quotations range as follows: Cream.
eries—strictly fancy, 20¢; fair to good, 14 to
16c. Dairies—good to choice, 11 0 14c; med:
ium to fair, 8 t0 10c, Roll—good to choice,7 .
to 8¢; medium, 3 to 6¢. °

Eygs—Unsettled and weak, with lorge 1o
ceipts. Quoted at 12 to 13c per dozep f
fresh.

Potatoes—Car lots moving at 25 to 30: po
bushel.

Dressed meata—Beef, 2 to d¢: mutwon, 7 b
T4c; hogs, 43 to 5ic; veal, 2 to G, .

Live stock—Quoted : Corn or still.fed steen, *
$2.75 to 83 G0; Dakotn grass.fed stecrs, 304
10 83; stockers, $2.10 10 §2,65; feeders, $2.300 |
$§3; cows, §1.60 to 82.63;: calves, $2.50t0 &3 .
per 100 1bs.  The hog market gencrally reld
tirm: Heavy, §3.75 to §3.90; mixed and med
ium, §.75 to §3.90; light, §3.75 to KRN
Tho'sheep market is “reported-firm, quotatias’
heing: Mattons, $1.75 to $3.25; foeders; $133°
£$4.50; lambs, §1.50 to §5.80, -



