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EDITORIAL NOTES.

. The annual cost of picking the cotton crop is id to be 240,000.00¢,
this sum being principally disbursed among the colored populaton.

——— e

The latest Yankeeism is * recentmost.” The word, we presume, would
nswer as the line of demarcation between the present and past.

A correspondent asks us to name the chapters in the Bible in which
eferences are made to the * pulpit, ferry-boat, and outlandish women.”
Perhaps some of our readers will answer the question for us.

. With the new Austrian_repeating nfle, forty shats per minute cau be
discharged.  Armed with this weapon, the Austnian Infantry should give a
J00d account of themsclves in the event of war.

According to the Papular Science News, wan's length of life is slowly
but steadily increasing. If this be true, and we still continue to live at the

d of ten years in one, Methusaleh’s age may soon be thrown in the
3

.

The doctrine of protection has been steadily adhercd to in France, but
t 15 probable, ere long, the people will try a change of policy  The
rench industries are now so firmly established that they have notlang to
fear from the adoption of a free trade policy.

The friends of Dalhousie College owe a debt of gratitude to Sir William
ung for his gencrous gift of S20,co0 towards new University buildings,
and now that the City have given to the Governors of the College that por-
Uon of the South Common, bounded by Robie, Morris, Carleton, and
e College streets, we may hope to note the rapid growth of the University.

_‘Wct blankets are

to be used to protect the Artillerymen, when serving
their guns, from th

A 1he ¢ rifle balls to which they are frequently exposed It 1s
§32id that a rifle bullet will not pass through two wet blankets hang one
behind the other, one foot apart. The cxperiment should be tnied dunug

> but the European nations, even i time s of pe

1

v War iv now becoming such a costly undertaking that few States care to
engage in it except there be a prospeet of realizing some direct benefit ;
ace, are enarmously taxed, in
order to keep thewsches fully prepared m the event of war Furope can
now put into the ficld an army ot 9,000,000 men, the annual cost of main-
ining which niounts into the’ dizey billions

When Sir Joshu o Roynolds was asked how he accounted for his uniform
success asan witst dc orethod that he always endewored to make his last
[ work his best. Spur zeon, taking his cue from this statement, lately preached
ia powerful discourse, akmg for lns text, * Yowr best alwavs;” *“ If,” said
the preacher, “the veung men of to-day were to take my test as their

motto, and closely adiere to it, what a veritable paradise this world would
berome.”

We presume that Mr. Charlton's bill to lmit the length of speeches in
t the Damunivn House of "ommons 1o one hour and a half, will share the
same fate of many other good measures : but Mr. Charlton should not be
discouraged.  The pablic are tired of readimg six-hour speeches, the pith of
which could have been said, and said with effect, in twenty minutes.  The
day of long sermous and editorials is done. and the evening of that of long
speeches is at hand.,

A Nova Scotian, writing from MclBourne, V'
says :—* The heat is intolerable, being 146 degrees, Fahrenheit, in the sun,
and 30 the shade.  Dust winds, sirgeeo like, are very prevalent.  The
pricy of wool is unusually low, and the sheep are dying for lack of water.
There has been no ran for months, and I do not know how long the
drought may last.  Bluenoses are fond of leaviug their own country, but
they may go further and fire worse than at home.” g

ictoria, in February last,

Walking-clubs are now mst fashionable in the citics and towns of the
United States.  “The membership of the clubs seldom exceeds ten in number,
their objeet being 15 secur: a pliasant parly for a brsk walk of three
miles  hefore breakfast, or five mules in the afternoon. Now that
skating, snow-shocing, and tobogauning are out of the question, and
tennis not yet seasnnable, our young pewple should fail into line with
their American cousins, and at once organize walking clubs.

The frequent and oft recarrent rimors of the retirement of the Hon.
Edward Blake from pabhic 1, are, we hope. winhout foundation. Canada
has few men m enher pamy 1 ceese sl of the ability or honesty of Mr.
Blake, and lus retirement wonld be hitle short of 2 public calamity. Ve
are glad to natice, that duning the present session of Parhament Mr. Blake
has allowed his Heutenents to share with him the work which a loyal oppo-
sition is ealled upon tn perform,

Itis to b+ hoped hat the Government will never Jive its consent to the
unton of the Grand T'runk and Canada Pacific Railways. The formation of
such a powerful railway manapolvy would check the zrowth of our young
Domnton beyand caileulation. The pe-ple’s money has been granted to
thcourage the butidicg of these highwavs of commerce ; but they cannot
stand idly by and altow these carporatio 1s unit div to grind them between

(e upgus and nether mill stones of & huse atopoly.

No matter how well propartioned vir manh nd miy be, we always have
two angular poits which are more or less sensitive  Men may meet each
other in the most br ther'y manner on tue browd platform of charity, or
upon the extensive ficld of harmony, ha* ap m the plains of politics and
rehigion there 1s constant warfare.  When aien agree to disagree they tacitly
consent to follow the reads preforred by them, even though they may be as
divergent as the Poles,

Fancy the calm assurance of a man who professes 1 this nineteenth cen-
tury to abolisi: representative government I And yet this is virtually what
Prince Bismarck proposes to do, if the German Reichstag further oppese
s measuies for consohdaung the Empire.  The iron will of the German
autecrat may Le flevib. |, but if he expects to succeed 1 stemming the
wave of democracy now swee ping over Earape, he has pused himself against
a movement, the progress of which he is powerless to «1y.  Bismarck as
an organizer, is a success ; but as a leader or directar of public opinion, he
15 a falure.

PAUPERS TO BE PITIED.

Few persons who are familiar with the County of Digby, and who have
a knowledge of its great natural resources, would imagine that the people of
that prusperous section of Nova Sccha would be contut to perpetuate a
system of dealing with t e courty poor whac' hue Leen shown to be fraught
with such grave evils  We have perased with care the Report of F. H.
Bell, as Comnussioner, emphore 1 by the G« ~rnent t. make enquiry as
to the condition of the poor of Dighy, as also the evidence adduced by the

¢ coming season by some of our volunteers,

witnesses called to attend the court held by him in September last.  From



