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much logs to anybody oleo !  Tho question of oue's ago in yoars matters
littler It hps olways scomed to me tho absurdost thinug—to give you an
adjcotive aftor Carlylo—for a woman to caro whothor one. ot a dozon, or all
tho world know how.many yoars sho had been in the world, Ono's roal age
is what ono is phyeically, montally and morally, aud there’s no gainsaying
theso tell-talo ovidences. But ono is arbiter of hor own ago on these grounds.
As gonial Dr. Holmes so cloverly said to Mrs. Julin Ward Howo at hor
birthday party, * It is bottor to bo seventy yours young than forty years old.”
Wo aro vory gonerally creatures of our surroundings, and thoso of us who
are housowifo and mothor and all in one livo in protty much the same
atmosphero year in and yoar out. Now this is a bad polioy to pursue, bad
for ua who dp it, and bad for thoso about us who aro colored more or less by
our hue. The men, you sce, go about in the world sud livo in & breezier
stato, gotting their sharp corners ruunded off, and their intellect and motals
brightencd up by contact with other peoplo. At least they have tho chanco
to do so. Women nood to make an effort to got out of tho rut of monotonous
living.  All work has more or less of samonces in it, but thoro is.tho rest
and recrostion time that can bo mado to includo now features, And even
tho commionest dutice may be mado into moans toward tho desired end of
cbanging one’s plodding day nfter day. Look up improved methods of
doing ovorything, from cleaning lamps to irvning hamburg. Cuuk now dishes.
RRead difforont books—if it has beon all fiction, make it histury now, or vico
versa, Do your hair up in a now way, Do, why do anything thit makes
it ovidont that you ¢  uot living sutomatically. If your little leisure has
gono to fancy work, tusw it now into studying botany, or to window gardening.
Of oll times in ono's oxistence here bolow whon sho can loaat afford to * sottlo
down,” it is whon she has o home and family to guard and develop into
factors in the world. What a tremondous difforenco it makes whother vne
smiles or frowns at the world | Two maids wo havo had at difforent periods
will shuw you whot I mean. When wash-day was rainy Annpio would be
crossor than tho lotter, aud overything went at six.s and sovons tho rost of
that weok. Maggio says, “ Shuro it’s o rainy Monduy I'vo got again. Waoll,
glory bo to God, shuro it's His will, an’ wo must put up with it,” This is
vorbatim, Caryl. Maggie is tho sunniest little Irish woman you would find
in a day’s, yes in a week's, journoy. Annio wvas crabbed and gloomy, and
looked 0s old as old ! Put in the moral for yoursolf.

Some time ago, you will romember, I wrote you about portieres medo of
ropes ; one of tho last and prottiest inventions is to use corn stalks, stringing
them, and they give quite a Japanese finish to odd nooks and recesses. A
hot knitting needlo will piorce the joints, and the picces which should be
cut off squarcly across the onds may be umform or * regularly 1rregular  in
size, Tack the cones whon strung to o board projection across the opening
to be curtained, putting the nail through the knot in the cord. Cover the
nails and knots later with a cono laid horizontally. Small cones are protticst
for this purpose,and for the various other decorativo uses, for which, together
;Yit.h ears of coru, wheat sheafs, and the like, there is now a pronounced

iking. .

Tho sccret of these fancies is to employ them whore thoy are not mncon-
gruous. A dado of corn stalks in a city house would bo laughable, in a
country house, proporly harmonized with the surroundings, 1t is charming,

Devotedly yours,

Boston, Dixan Srunais.
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FOR THE CRITIC.]
DOY, THE RABBIT—A FABLE OF THE AGE OF IRON.

In the Iron sgo thero lived a tame Rabbit whose name was Dom. He
was a woll-meaning Rabbit, by no means wanting in self-will, nor often
botrayed into too great 2 deference for the opinions of others, and he had so
little regard for Railway Fonces, that some mombers of his considorablo
family were constantly being caught and smashed by the moving trains.
He must withal have been very much in fear of the power of the purse, for
though tho Railways wero within his own power ho always feiled to enforco
the means of safoty. He scemed to think, as thoy do in Australia tbat there
were plenty more of them to take the place of tho mangled ones. As to the
heartless Company-Rabbits, they sat watching the carnago from woek to
week, like tho cruel Spinx.

. Dom belonged to Mr. John Waurener, a gontloman of large cstates, meny
poor retziners, monoy in his purso, and schomes in his head. Mr. Jobn,
having a real affection for Dom, nevertheless was so desirous not to bo
bothered with antics, that ho was in tho habit of tearing open the gate of
the nice convenient hutch and magnificent kitchen garden that Dom occ-
pied, always saying he might go when he liked. But though he said this,
people who know John snd the gencral impulsiveness of his feolings, and
tho large family at homo he always had to consult, did not half believe it.
The witty Fox who hung out his shinglo a little to tha soath of Dom's domi-
cilo did not beliove it, and was generally woll-bohaved in proportion to ihe
good understanding between Dom and his protoctor. As for Dom, ho had
long delighted in thinking ho could becomo the lion’s providor, * The
Lion " being the name given to John Warrener for his spirit and bravery.
But in his way, Do was about as casy-going and thoughtless, and as neg-
lectful of home reforms as tamo Rabbits are commonly found to be. Fus
moods, izdecd, wero quite a study. But whanever, he had a spoll of oho-
dionco and order upon him, the results were very marked upon his presont
well-boing and tho comfortable dinnors his family wero able to enjoy. Of
golf-protection from ruthless material forcee, ho and bis scomed to bave very
little concoption. .

Now, oro of Dom's occasional fancies was that it would bo nico to

of tho tribes of wild Rabbits undor the control of his polite noighbor the Fox,

Dom tvas sometimos led to think it would bo nicor to kill gthor m})blta by

monns of tho over presont revolvor, when they offended you, than to bring them

before John Warrenot's courts, or to huut thom down on tho much-admired

plan of Judgo Lynch ; and amongst othor freodoms, to give up tho woakness

of stated wodlock, and to substitute arrangomonts of a more promiscuous

kind ; to bo ruled by Eloctoral Bosses, and to dovoto all ono's spare time to

agitating thoir particulsr claims , to purchase Legislaturos when one had the

monoy snd an object for doing eo ; to nibble holes in all good Acts of Par-

liantent thet came in one’s way ; to treat the poor Red Rabbits and unforta-

nato Black Iiabbits with suprome cruclty and chicanery, not sparing those

who tuok thoir part, adopting a liko rule with the weak and the dofoncoliss

gonorally ; to ovor-reach all outsido noighbors, fishing slways for falso ploas;

at home, to holp along those Trasls which were the latest schomo of the Iron

ago, forgetting how the untrustworthy Trust Rabbits would devour overy-

thing if his long Tarifl-wall were away ; to repudiato one's honert debts whon
funded, and to tako tho wonoy in hard coin whon noar at haud ; to lie and

to cheat un system, to brag and to boast perpotually ; to take occasional

turns at Diracy, Fillibustenog ond Highway, or rathor Railway robbery;

along with a numboer of other small accomplishments, including tho mixing of
juleps, that wild Rabbits ev well understand —forgetting tho contrast pro-

sonted by the cxomplary, but timid, tamo Rabbits of neighbor Fox's domain,
and tho esge romark of tho Owl, that theso aro of tho excollont of tho earth,

in passive minority, espiring to perfection in the principles and tho arts of
life, and whoso voico will bo heard one day ; and Dom might have crystal-

ized his drosms into an opon rovolt against the authority of John Warrener,

but for the shining oyes and the greedy grins of mastor Fox, his aitentivo
noighbor, who was always on the look-out for the chanco of a gobblo, and
who was 8o closely located to Dow’s abode that his lincamonts could genc.
rally bo discerned whon lounging at his porch dour under clear skies, proon-
ing his whiskers, and admiring the glorics of his busby tail. Dom was not
altogethor a foolish follow. Ho could even raise his glanco sometimes to_the
blue heaveons above us blont, and romember that ho had o duty to his neigh-
bor as woll as himself, and bo callod to mind that he had for fifty years been
well-govorned and kept in peace ard quiet through John Varrenor's courts
and police ; and so Gothic ard Vandalic Freedom, though it sounded so
sciontific, bogan to coaso to have any suprome attraction for his mind. In
short, ho could not help focling that ho whs in the road to peaco, prosperity
and progress. Ho got the habit of returniog in good time to his hearth of
an ovening, when ho was always pleasantly greoted by Mrs. Dom and the
littlo gnes , and while the thought was froquently presont to his mind of the
cruel negiects, dangorous to all John's retainors, of the Railivay Rabbits sit-
ting under tho shadow of John's own house ; and while this looked like a
gravo oxception to the bonignity of John's rule, Dom had to romember that
tho action of thoso Rabbits could always be controlled through the powers he
bimself possessed, and had neglocted to act upon, and so he made up his
mind (hat as long a3 0ld John Warrener bohaved in such a generally unexcep-
tionable way towards him, ho could continue to take with a thankful heart
the good things that came to him, as a faithful denizen of John's vast
domain, of which his own allotted share was indesd colebrated over all the
world fog its extent and productiveness

JouNn \WaRRENERS Frag.
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INDUSTRIAL NOTES.

Ono of tho finest ships ever produced in the province, was laanched at
North's Yard, Hartsport, on Thursdaylast. It has besn built for the enterpris-
ing firm of Bennett Smith & Sons—wall known a3 one of the heaviest ship
owbing concerns in the Dominion—will bo named the Loodiana, and will
measure from 1800 to 1900 tons. Capt, Robt. Sinclair, who has been in
tho same omploy nearly a quatter of a century and whoso faithful services
are appreciated by the firm, will command the new vessel, which, after the
launch, will be towed to St. John, whore she will load deals for a port on the
other side of the Atlantic.—Tribunc.

Tho Moncton Suzar Rofinory during the second half of last year oarned
$20,782.00 profit. Tho fivst half of the yoar it carned $72,230.23, About
ono-half was expended on capital account or carried to the reserve fund.

Piorou Lanpine.—The Graham-Fraser smolting company are looking
round for a situation to locate their works, They ate woll pleased with the
site and likely mean business, if they can socure the property reasonable.
It is to bo hoped that the lendowners will bo reasonsble in their demsnd,
for thore is no piace whero tho benofits of such works would be more general.
It would secure regular comumunication with Now Glasgow, and with
propor forry sorvice on the harbor, would certainly bonefit Pioctou, and would
start another town here, and the company know what will benefit themsolvos
most. If it depends on tho sndowners, lot thom act liko men and their
childron will bless thom.—Pictou Colonial Standerd.

Rhodes, Curry & Co's Factory is running day and night, They have
just completed 64 cherry venesred dosrs for City Hall, Halifax. >

Rhbodes, Curry & Co. have just received two cars of whitewood, cherry,
otc., from Boston, two cars of lime from St. John, ono car of plaster from
Hillsboro, bosido six or cight cars of lumber from local points, this firm
fecoive on an average abous fifty oars per wmonth, and ship awpy noarly as

obtain what was at that time termed tho Qothic Vandalio Freedum of somo

nmany.—Amherst Weekly Press,
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