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THE CRITIC. : ;

MINING.

OUR COAL INDUSTRY.
T'o the Editor of the Critic :— .

Sir,—1I do not intend to bo drawn into a controversy upon the operations
of tho National Policy—at all events, not in the columns of your vxcellent
paper. It is quite evident that the writer of your Mining Notes is a
believor in the National Policy, and hss ample confidence in the ultimate
success of the attempt to build up « heulthy and profitablo trade betwecon
Nova Scotin and the Upper Provinces, This is a point of radical ditlerouce
betweon us, 1t is quite enough for the present for me to reiteruto my set-
tled conviction that this is an impracticable and losing game. ‘I'ho results of
exporience, 8o far, are on my side. -llere we may let the mattor rest. .

But I am compelled to ask the use of your columns for a brief space, for
the purpose of cobtradictirg and disproving a charge made against tho pro-
sent Local Government, You suggest that I should induce my colleagues to
ropeal the obnoxious legislation of' the Session of 1885, which places new
burdens on proprietors of coal mines. No such oppressive logislation was
passed in 1885, nor last Session. According to the Statute, the Royualties
wero fixed at mine and soven-tenths cnnts per ton on round cosl. It had beon
tixed at sixpence, or ten ceuts ; but tho chango to Canada currency in 1871
reduced it to nine and seven-tenths conts. The coal leases expressly stipu
lated that until the expiry of the leases in 1886, no changy should be made
in the awount of Royalties charged.

But, in tho developement of the trade, some mines found it advantageous
to sell their coal according to the run of the mine, without screening to
separate, the round cozl from the slack. There was no alternative, thorotore,
but to charge Royally on tho whole amount sold, at the regular rates
upon round .coal. This was considered oppressive, and injurious to the
trade. In order to remedy this defect, tho Government submitted to the
Legislature a measuro in the Session of 1885, fixing tho Royalty on the
whole amnount of coal taken from the mine at seven and a half cents per ton.
‘There was surely nothing oppiessive about this. But in order that there
should bo no complaint that the torms of the leases were in the slightest
degree changed, the Act oxpressly provides that no Mining Company shall
be bound to accept the Act, but all may have the option of paying according
to the origina! scale.

1 think, thetefore, you will sce thore was not a pretenso of foundation
for the imputation that the Government imposod any new burdens of any
Xind upon the Coal Miuning industry. On tho contrary, recognizing the
altered conditions of the trade, they promptly introduced measures to meet
the conveniences of those more particularly affected.

I am not aware that the present or any other Provincial Government have
over intimated any intention of increasing the Loyalty on coal. The Gov-
ernment are most fricudly disposed to the industry, and most anxious to
promote its prosperity. I would bo delighted to sece this system of collect-
1ng Royalties ubolished. DBut you will, perhaps, permit me to say, that this
can only becomo a practical question, when the Federal Guvernmont put at
the disposal of the Local administration a sum sufficient to carry on the
affairs of the Province with cfficiency. A fow years ago, tho Sister Province
of New Brunswick was augmenting her Local revenues by the imposition of
a stumpage tax. Tho amount coliceted was, if I remewber accurately, only
a little over 369,000 the last year. This was felt to bo oppressive to the
Jumbering industry, and the tax was commuted by the Dominion Govern-
ment at $150,000 a year forall time to come. .

Tho Coal Iloyalties of Nova Scotia yicld a wuch larger revenue, and
while the stumpage dues were a diminishing sourco of income, the Coal
Royaltics of Nova Scotia are incicasing, and we hopo will expand much
more. 1f the Federal administratios wore justified in commuting the
stumpage tax of New Drunswick on such handsome terms, possibly some
one will point out some resson why they would not bo equally justified in

glving the same measure of reliof to the coal indastry of Nova Stotia on
terms as liberal 10 this Province.

Halifax, Sept. 20th, 1886. J. W. LoxGLEY.

PuosrHATE INDUSTRY.—Tho phosphate ibdustry of Oantario is stoadily
inereasing in importance, and tho outlook has becn greatly improved by the
last report of Mr. Hotcbkiss, United States Consul for tho district of
Ottawa. Ho has opoued tho cyes of the American consumers to tho fact
that the phosphato imported from Germany and other parts of Europoe was
simply the crude Canadian phosphate, mixed with the poorer phosphato of
thocs countries, and prepared by means of sulphuric acid ; then shipped to
the United States, and sold at a cheaper rate than the Canadian phosphate
could bo bought at. The Americans now find that they can tmport the
crude Canadian phosphate, and treat it with the sulphuric acid largely pro-
duced there, and.thereby get a cheaper article than thoy can import from
Germapy. The resull has been a great rovival of the Canadian phosphate
trade, and orders aro flowing in al a rato that proves the industry is bound
to assume immonso proportions.

Tho probabilitics are that thero aro largo deposits of phosphates in Nova
Scotia. The Inspector of Mines, in his last Keport (pago ») says :—** Future
tcsearches will probably disclose other valuable minerals ; thus the Precsm-
brian rocks of Capu Breton, like their counterparts in Quibee and Ontario,
may yield phosphates, plumbago, asbostos, ote., in addition to the iron and
copper orcs slrcady known to oxist in them."

Capo Broton offers a tempting fiold to thoe prospector, and wo may bo

cslled on any day to chronicle tho fact that rich stores of phosphates have
beont found in that locality.

Prosricrs Briciiteniye.—Tho gold mining outlook grows brighter and
brighter every day. Now finds aro froquently reported, aud best of all the
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capital §0 dovelop them is at once forthcoming. The find at Malsga Lakoe ip
Quoons County is likely to prove one of the richest in the Province, Ly
unfortunately it scems destined to undergo tho samo trials as *' 3 famoys
Salmon River mine. Rival claimants are in the ficld, and as the  2porty js
undoubtedly very rich, a scttloment will hardly be reached without ap
appeal to tho courts. Undor the system at present in vogue of takiug y

mining clnims, it is the casiest thing in tho world to put in a bogus applica.
tion uud forco properties into litigation. No capitalist will look at & miniyg
propeity in the titls to which thore ia the slightest suspicion of a flaw, ang
taking advantage of this, uoprincipled men make a contust on the raos
frivolous protext and often succeed, where tho real owner is anxious 1o sel),
in forcing a compromise and gotting an entirely unmerited share of the mine,
This business has beon reduced almost to a soience, and if not put a stop 4o
in somo way, is bouud to do immense harm {o the gold mining industry
We do not know that these romarks apply to the Blalaga Lake coutast, as
wo aro not familiar with the points at issue, but we do know that simils
tactics have succeeded in numerous othor cases.

A radical cure must bo found for the evil, and wo would almost faver
making it n penal offunse to put in a bogus claim to a mine, In most cases
it is simply an attempt to extort monsy through false pretenses, and should
bo punished accordingly. A party contesting should be obliged not only
to furnish eccurity for costa in case ho failed in tho suit, but also security
for any damage that the owner incurred through the contest. This alons
would provent any but Zona fideclaims buing raised. Time is everything to
a mine owner, aud any disputes should bo adjudicated upon at once, aud it
might be well to havo them roferred to a mixed board of Arbitrators, com.
posed of mining experts and Judges of the Supreme Court, where decisions
in all cages should be final. When the Mining Association is organized, thus
subject should be one of the first to demand attontion. It is an easy matter
to drive capital away from a country, but a most difficult matler to rvestor
confidenco where it has onco been lost. Qutside of this one cloud of
litigation, the wining horizon is clear. The capitalists now investing theis
mouey in this Provinco are also practical minoers, and are not to bo mads
the dupes of dishonest men. The day of the cunning mine manipulator hu
gono by and the best proof of the value of the gold mining indusiry in

Nova Scotia lies in tho fact that mines zre now bought and sold solely on
their merits, - R .
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At Crows Noat Mr. McKenzie is continuing his work on the slate leag,
which is showing well, and has opened a new lead about 75 fest south,
which shows gold freely.
At Goldenville, Mr. Williams has succeeded in bottoming the old German
pit on the Neyw York property, and tho appoarance of the bottom of th
shaft is oncoursging,
Mr. Jas. A. Fraser, M. P. P,,is working in the Pactolus gronnd, and
is driving to the cast. “Itis cousidered that a largs body of good ore lis
before the faco of the lovels.
A little work is being doue on the Mundic lead on the old Wellington
property, but, the general aspect of this once flourishing district is very dull

The Salmon River mines continue busy as usual, and about soventy men
aro employed in mining quartz and willing it in the big crusher, whick
keeps thirty-eight stamnps going steadily.

On Wednesday afternoon of last week, fire was discovered in one of ths
ongino buildings at Albert Mines, Albert Co., and ina short timo five
buildings were destroyed by the flames, namely : The engine house, with
two cugines in it, one blacksmith shop, the carpenter shop, a dwelling and
slorehouse. In tho Intter building there were 8,000 codar shingles, othe
lumber, sleds, pungs, and a lot of tools destroyed. * There was no insurstes
on the buildings, and the loss cannot bo correctly cstimated until Capt
Heury Calhoun roturns from St. Jonn. Tho loss of theso buildings make
the wines look rather forsaken, and it is gounerally believed that they
destruction is due to.the act of an incendiary, as yot unknown.
The “ Blockhouse Gold Fiold” has gained eomon notoriety. During the
past week quite a number of gentlemnen have beon progpecting and found
good sights. Wo understand that nbout 150 arcas have been taken up ia

found on this property last weck, but the best specimous found yetan
from tho property owned by Joa. A. Mills.—Lunenburg Progress.

GoLp.—A company has been formed at Brooklym to work the lad
recontly discovered on the Stoutly property at Point Pleasant, and it i
roported that tho partics interested are sauguine that their labors will te
crowned with success.—Liverpool Advance.

Have you struck a lead.

Mining stock is boomwing.

Look out for Prospectors.

Tho woods aro alive with them.

Tho boulders aro getting a shakiog.—Liverpool Times.

Mano¥ Bav—Sroxno Goub Prorerty.—\We aro glad to correct an en«
in regard to this property, which eccurred in Tue CriTic of the 3rd Sepier
ber. Oue of tho original ownors writes us that the property was not lost %
thom, but atill remains in their possossion. We had been informed that the
origiual owners had been a day too lato in taking up their property, andan
only Wo glad to find that the voport was untrue. Tho lead is overelea

feot in width, and from reports of tho yield of tho quastz, tested in Yarmouth
it should provo one of the richest tnines in the Province.

this district. Mr. Foster of Halifax was inthe Bay last week and madt
Messrs, Millett & Co., 8 good offur for their claim. Good specimons wen
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