
2 '"IE CRITIC.

MINING.
OUR COAL 114DUSTRY.

Ils lima Leuf ut. of tihe critilo
Sitt,-l do not intend ta bo draiyu iuto a con troversy upuntis h peratione

of tîso National Policy-aL 4il ovesate, uaLt iu the columasmms of your uxcellont
pali. Lt ia qilito ovidesit tisat ti ivritcr of yotur Miuissg Notes ie a
beliovor lu the National 1'olicy, and juas ample confidence in tIse ultinate
euncense of thc attenspt te build up) r. heulthy and profitablo trado betweou
Nova Scotia and tho UpperProviinces. This is a point of radicali diflleroucc
botween us. It la quite enougi for tise Ipresont for nme ta reiterato nsy sot-
tled conviction that Liais le an inupracticable and losing gaine. 'fli reaulte of
experieuce, so far, are on nxy aide. -lere wo may ]et the mattor Test.

But .1 aum cornpellcd ta ask the use of your columne for a brief space, for
the, purpose of con2tradictixg aud disproving a charge mnaoi against t.ho pro.
sent Local Governuent. You suggcsit that 1 sisould induco nîy coilongues ta
repeal ti. obunoxious legislation of the Session of 1886, whici places Dowv
burdens ou proprietort; of coal mnes. No such appressive legiahation irasl
pased lu 1885, nor hasit Session. Accordintg te the Statuto, Lue Royalties
wyero lixed at:iue and Buven-tenthe ciuts per ton on round ceai. It had beu
fixed et sixpence, or ten cents ; but tho change ta Canada currency in 1871
reduced it te mine and seven-tenths conte. Tise coai lases exprcsiy stipts
iatod that until tise expiry of the leases in 1886, na chasup should be muade
iu t.he amount of Royalties charged.

Blut, ' u the developemnent of the trade, sane msines floundl iL advantagcoue
te sell their ca according te tho flan of the msine, is'ithout secening te
separato*'the round coal frontu the siack. Tisere was no alternative, tîsereloro,
but ta charge Rioyalty on tise xvhoio amouint soid, at the regular rates
upon round .eaal. Thsis was considered oppressive, and injuriaus ta the
trade. In ardeur tu resncdy thie dcefsct, tho Governneut eubsnitted tu the
Legelaturo a nicasute in tise Se-sion of 1885, fixing tise Rioyalty ou tIse
whole ainount of cual tak-on fronst the minenat sèrcn and a hatl cezlejcr ton.
Tbere was sureiy nothing appie!uive about thin. But in order thtst there
shouid bc na cosuplaînt tisat tIss ternie of Lise leasen wure iii tise slightost
degree changed, tIse .Act oxpressly provides that nu Miniu- Comîpany sisall
b. bound ta acccpt the Act, but all inay have tise option of paying accarding
te the original scale.

1 tiuk, theteforoj, you ivill sec thora wvas not a preteuso of fouuntion
for the imputation that the Gavernnient i:uposed assy new burdens of auy
kind upan the Coal Minin- industry. On Lise contrary, recognizing the
altered conditions of the trade, they promsptly introduced uusures La isseet
the conveniences of tisose more particuiarly affected.

I ana flot aware that trie present: or any oCher Provincial Governusent have
over intîmated any intention of increaing tise Royalty on coal. The. Gar.
ernuient are luast frienidly ditzposed te tIse industry, and iant miaxions tc
proanate its prosperity. 1 would bc deligisted te sec titis sy8tena af colcct

_n oate bise.BtYou illh, perbape, pernit nic te say, th.at ti
can enly becosua a practicai question, vhscu the Federal Guvernsuent put ai
the di6posai, of tise Local administration a etini sufl'scicnt te carry on th
affaire of the Province witi efficieney. A fcîv years aga, the Sistler ilrovince
o! 1;ew Brunswick was a.u-nsenting ber Local revenues by the imssuition o
a etuxupage tax. The iniaunt colccte±d 'was, if 1 remnembar accuratoiy, an1l
a littie over $60,00O tise lat yesr. This was foît te ba op)preksive ta th
lunxbering induatry, sud the tax iras commnuted by tise D>ominion Gevern
meut at $150,000 a yeur lor ail Liane te conte.

The Goal Royalties of NQva Scotia yield, a uuel angar revenue, anu
while tise stumpa êe (lues wcero a dinuinshlin, source of incoîne, the Con
Royalties of Nova Scotia are incicasiug, and ive hapo ivill oxpand msuce
more. If the Federai aduiuistratiou woe justified ini comnting th
atunupage, ta% of New Brunswick on sncb haudsorase termes, passibly soom
ans wili point out sornie rossau wisy tisey wouid mot ha equsally justifled i
givin)g the saine mneasure af relief te thoe coal indut.try af Nova Stotia o
terme as liberai Io tis Provsnce.

Hlalifax, Sept. 20th, 1886. J. WV. LoNGLEV.

*PnospruÂTE IwNusTny.-Tso phosphate ihllustry af Ontario le stoidil
incrcsaing lu importance, ansI tise outieok lisns beem greatly iniproved by tih
luat report of Mr. liotebkisus, United States Conusul for tisa district
Ottawa. He bias opened the cycs ut tise Asîseric-i consumsera te tisa fac
tisi the phoýsphate imsported front, Gersnany and otîser parts af Europe ws
aimply tise crude Canadian phosphate, niixcd Nvith tise poorer phosphlate
thoci countrica, and prepared by mens af 8uiîshuric acidi; tian asippedi
tIse UJnited States, and sold at a cheapar rate titan tise Canadian pheaplîs
could ha bousght at. Thre Ainericans noir find iat tlmey con imsport ti
crude Canadiau phosphate, aud tieat iL with the suiphunlo acid largely pr
duced there, aud-thcneby geL a cheapor article thon thoy eau imsport fro
Geruxany. Tise re6uit hua been a great revival of thn Canadian Ishosîsha
tirado, and orders are'flowing in aL a rate that provcs tise industry le boum
to as"Ume immense proportions.

The probabilities are tlsat tlhero are large deposits of plso.,plisae3 lu No
Scotla. Tise inspcctai of Mines, iu his.Jast Rceport (poge h i>ys :-Il Futu
istancises %viii probabiy discloao ether valuablo minerais ; illus tise l1reca

Iriau rocks of Capo Breton, lile their conterparts iu Qui bec and Ontar
uxay yiold phosp)iatesq, pinnibaga, sbostos, etc, lu addition to tho iran a
copper ores aiready knewn te exiat lu theni."

Cape Breton offlers a tenxpting field te tha hurosîsector, nnid Wo nay
cslled on any d4iy te chrouicia tho fact that ricis stores ai phosphates hr
belon fouud ln that locality.

Pnosrcr Blnsclarasiu.-Tiso gold mining osîitlook g-rovr brigister r
brighlter every day. Nov findla Re frequentiy reîsoited, aud bcst fi al

capital todovelop thein i8 at once forthcorniDg. llse find at Malaga Lako in
Qýucoon County iii likoly to provo ono of tha richost in the Province, bilt
unfortunately it seeius detined te undorgo tho samo trials ai Il-i fanious
Salmon Iivtir mine. Rlival clainiants are in the field, and au thý cporty às
undoubtedly very tich, a aetiloînent wvill hardly be renchoed wîtmaut au
appetil to tise courts. Undor the oyetenw at present in vogue of t.akiug Up
ining dlaims, it is tho easicat tising in the world to put in a bogue npplica.

tion and force proportieti into litigation. No capitalist will look at a îniniuý
propoîty lu tho titlu to whiell thiere h% the elightest, suspicion of a lw, and,
taking advantzigo of tlsid, unprincipled nion nînko a contuat on tho rouat
frivoloue proext and often succeed, wheze thu real owner le auxious te sel)
in forcing a coumpromnise and getting an ontiroly unnieritod ahare, of the mine.
This business lias been reduced aluxost to a science, and if flot put. stop Io
in sorieo way, je bound to do immnense harni to the gold minine, industry
Weo do not know thnt isese reruarks apply te thse Malaga Lake coutost, Ms
wo aro not faîniliar with the pointe at issue, but we do know thit aisiflir
tacties have auccceded in nunierous; other caties.

A radical cure muet; ho found for the civil, and wo %would almoet favor
making iL n penal offonse ta put in a bogue claini to a mine. In uiost casel
it is si:ssply au attemrpt te oxtort naonBy through lse prolonges, find ehould
bu punisfied accordingiy. A party conttng should, be oblig-id Dot ouly
ta farnieht oecurity for conta in case ho failed in tho suit, but aiso security
for ny daniago that the owner incurred tbrough the conteet. This niolle
would provent any but liorafidciaims being raieed. Mine is everything, te
a mine oivner, and any disputes sbould bc adjudicated, upon at once, aud it
rnight bc ivell to have theni roferred to a iied board of Arbitratorei, coin.
posed of nxining eïlperts and Judges ot tise Suprenie Court, where decisions
in ail cases ehould bc final. «%Vhen the Mining Association in, orgianized, titis
subject should bc one of the firet to deznand attention. It ie an easy matter
te driva capital away froin a country, but a mont difficuit mrttez to tustoie
confidence whcre it lias once been lott Outaide of thie one cloud of
litigation, the xniuin- horizon iti clear. The capitalias naw investing thtit
nioncy in this Province are abe practical minoe, and are mot te ho mxade
the dupes of dishonet moen. The day of the cunning mine nianipulator hia
gono by and the best proof of thb value of the gold mining industry in
Nova Scotia lies in the filct that mines &re now bougbt and sold 8olely on
their asserits.

At Crows Neat Mr. MeKenzie la continuing, hie work on the slate lead,
iwhich is abowving well, and has opened, a new Iead about 75 feet south,
which, shows gold freely.

At Goldonville, Mr. Wiliiami has eucceeded in bottoming tire aid Germas
pit on the Ne3v; York proporty, and the appoarance of tne bottoux of the

- ehaft is encouraging.
Mr. Jas. A. Fraser, M. P. P., le working iu the Pactolus grourld, ana

- le driving te the oast. -It is considered that a lar-ge body of good are lies
,before the face of tise leoas.

t, A littie work ia being doue on the M4uudio lead on the oid Wellington
preporty, but tise gencral aspect of this once fiourishxng district is very duti

0 The Salmon iver mines continue busy as usual, and about eavouty men
fare ernployed in mining quartz and miliing it in the big crusher, which

~keepe thirty-eight stsunps gohxg toadily.

*On Wcdnesday afternoon, of st wcek, fire was discovered in onu of tbe
eniebuildings at Albert Mines, Albert Ga., and lu a short tinte fitn

d buldng were destroyed by the flaines, naxnly:; The origine bouse, witlt
.two eugines in it, one blAckemith shop, the carpcnter shop, a dwtohling ard

h storehause. lu tisa latter building there %vere 8,000 cedlar shinl.s, other
e lumber, 8leds, pungo, and a lot of tools deatroyed. -Thoe was no insursatt

on the buildings, aud the loss cannot bc, corretly cstirnstod until Capt.
ri Hcnry Caihoun xeteins from, St. John. Tho loas of those buildings makea
ni tise mines look rether forsaken, aud it is generaliy believeil that tbsei

destruction is dXao to.the act of au incendiaty, as yot unknown.

The Ifl lackhouse Goid Field" lias gained sanie natoriety. During Ils.
y past week quita a number ot» gentlemen have beon proilpecting and foulti
o -Cod 8ights. WVe underatand that about 150 srens haive bean taken up l

of tis district. Mi. Foster of Halifax iras in thn Biy lust wes4k and madti
et Messeri. MilietL & Co., a good ofi'cr for thcir dtaim Good epocinss iren.
an found on this property last weck, but the bost spccirnots faund yet ain
of froan bha property owncd by Ja. A. llihl.-Luiienbiirg Progresd.
to
te, Ga.-A company lins been formed at B3rooklyn ta %vork the IWê
ho recently discovcred on the Stoutly proporty at Point Pleasaut«, and it à
- ruportcd that t.he partietl intoresteil ars sanguineo that their labos viii le
ni croxvncd ivithi succms.-Liverpool Adra:tce."

id Have you struck a iead.
Mining stock is boomng.

va Look out for Prospecters.
Tre The woode are al.ie with thoan.
in- The bouldors are gotting .a shaking.-Lirrpool Tiniu.
la,
nd MÀuIONYs IAY-SPONDO GOLD PRoPEnrYWle are glad te correct anu6e1K

in regard te this property, ivhich occurred in Tu£ CssssC Of thea 3111 Stptt>
be ber. Ona of tho original owuera ivrites us that thiu proporLy waa flot ]nes 1

avo thaux, but ettihi rentains lin thecir WCsoai~ hV a been informied thit ùà
original ovncriî isd been a day toe lato in taking up .thcir proporty, anà ia
oniy teo -Issd ta find tis t tise repart was untrue. The Icad ita avec tletS

nd féot ln width, and front reports ogths yield of the quartz, togtod iu Yinrent1,
the it should provc une of tisa richest maines in the Province.


